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Editorial Brief 
 

The Centre of Excellence in Global and Migration Studies (CEMGS) is a 

2019 Tertiary Education Trust Fund (TetFund) intervention that 

commenced operation in March 2020. It was founded by Professor 

Abdallah Uba Adamu, who from 2016-2020, was the Vice Chancellor of 

National Open University of Nigeria (NOUN). This Journal is one of the 

academic publications of the Centre that is deemed crucial to fulfilling the 

vision of the founder. We should note that global migration and mobility 

has become part of human history and cannot be divorced from 

developmental plan, economics, politics, social life, and education of the 

citizens. Both internal and external migrations have come to influence who 

we are, what we do, and our future. NOUN’s CEMGS is therefore a 

milestone in the history of the institution. The Centre serves as the fulcrum 

of research on migrations, both internal and external; and its 

conceptualisation, contextualisation, and decolonisation as essential to 

multidisciplinary analyses of global studies.  

The International Journal of Migration and Global Studies (IJMGS) is 

a critical and Afrocentric-centred Journal that engages theories, concepts, 

and real life narratives on migrations in the locale, national, or global 

dimension. The Journal articles are policy oriented, adaptable for teaching, 

and solution driven in analysis; they are useable nationally and globally.  

With several factors responsible for internal, intra-regional, 

continental, and global movement of peoples, the Centre with the birth of 

its academic Journal, hopes to sustain documentation of experiences 

through arts methods, science and health methods, other social science 

methods for use in the classroom, policy making, and for experiential 

learning. 

It is hoped that the articles in this maiden edition, and subsequently, 

will fulfil the purpose, rationale, and aspiration of the Journal. 

 

Hakeem I. Tijani 

Editor 
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Abstract 

The article deals with a philosophical analysis of migrating cultural patterns in 

order to articulate a global dialogue of cultures, mainly in relation to Africa. It 

analyses a potential for consensus among cultures by means of an intercultural 

dialogue. It is therefore, a contribution towards overcoming the confrontations 

among migrating cultural patterns, and the eradication of the coercive imposing 

of interests and values onto other cultures and civilizations. The article 

demonstrates that an intercultural identification and satisfaction of common needs 

and interests across individual cultures that recognize each other is one of the 

effective forms of resistance against people being misrecognized. However, this 

requires a formulation of common needs and interests based on the needs and 

interests of individual cultures and the dialogue among them. Concerning African 

cultures, the relevance of Africa has recently grown in the world, mainly in 

demographic, economic, and political terms. BRICS and several other countries, 

including Nigeria, which have been on an economic upswing within a plurality of 

modern patterns over recent decades, have been influential in the development of 

African countries in the multilateral context, in the South-South cooperation and 

well as in relations to Western countries. There are mutual interactions of 

migrating cultural patterns there. The article focuses on the mentioned issues 

from the local to larger (regional, continental and global) levels in line with 

traditional and modern African cultural approaches. It also examines the 

cooperation of these approaches with other cultures, if and when the latter enlarge 

their perspectives by opening up a global polylateral point of view.  

Key words: intercultural, cultures, dialogue, Africa, global 

 

Introduction 

Members of different cultures interpret their needs, interests and values in 

different ways. Therefore, it is not at all surprising that we are confronted 

sometimes with conflicts among people from different cultures in the 

world. In this article, I will concentrate on the issue of respect of different 

needs and interests, and, at the same time, on the issue of some common 

needs and interests regarding the potential for consensus among cultures by 
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means of an intercultural dialogue and polylogue.1 The article may be 

considered as a contribution of global studies towards overcoming the 

confrontations among cultures and civilizations and to the eradication of 

the coercive imposing of foreign interests onto other cultures. I would like 

to demonstrate that the intercultural dialogue on needs and interests 

migrating across individual cultures is one of the effective forms of 

resistance against people being misrecognized. However, this requires a 

formulation of common needs and interests based on the needs and interests 

of people from individual cultures and the dialogue among them.2 

In the first part of my article, I will briefly discuss the topic of conflict 

and dialogue; in the second part, I will focus in a critical hermeneutic way 

on the intercultural and inter-civilizational nature of this discussion; in the 

third part, I will concentrate on the specification of my idea by analyzing 

the African interactions with major countries and macro-regions of the 

world which have different cultures. In the final part, I will conclude my 

article by focusing on cultural patterns, by stressing a mutual respect 

among different cultures and a potential transcultural consensus. 

Such an interpretation, which is a contribution to creating global 'unity 

in plurality', is not entirely a matter of course. The attention of most people 

is focused either purely on intercultural dialogue and the issues of cultural 

plurality, or only on common interests and the issues of the universality of 

civilization of all human beings. The attempt to create a connection 

between both types of discourse can help the individual cultures as well as 

humanity.     

 

 

 

 
1 See the Forum for Intercultural Philosophy Polylog that organizes research discussions 

across nations and cultures http://polylog.org and also the polylog journal Zeitschrift für 

interkulturelles Philosophieren. 
2 First, I follow my analysis in An Intercultural Dialogue on Trans-cultural Issues. In: 

Axford, Barrie and Huggins, Richard (eds.). Cultures and/of Globalization. Cambridge 

Scholars 2011, pp. 14-35. Then, I try to articulate Africa in multilateral relations which I 

plan to develop in detail in my analysis of Africa in a polylateral world in the process of 

formation. 

 

http://polylog.org/
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Conflict and Dialogue 

There are frequent intercultural conflicts in the present global situation 

which is characteristic of a high number of interactions of people from 

different cultures in the fields of economy, communication or other types of 

cultural interaction. This does not always mean a state of war. Conflicts 

take on diverse forms from the cultivated to aggressive ones (Arnason 

2003). Although the confrontation of cultures and civilizations leads to the 

polarization and culmination of the conflict, the intercultural dialogue 

among cultures attempts to contribute to their mutual recognition 

(Eisenstaedt, 2002).3 

These forms of conflict resolution did not develop as separate entities 

but stem from the development of mutual conflict relationships between 

people and the requirements for their resolution. The process of 

misrecognition of certain groups of populations in the long term historical 

perspective causes their justified dissatisfaction and articulation of their 

claims for recognition. At the same time, some types of misrecognition 

might be initiated by artificial conflicts which are invoked for the purpose 

of the legitimization of particular power structures or for the purpose of 

unjust economic interests among others. Despite the fact that some 

confrontations between cultures are fictional because they are forced upon 

people without any essential connection with the reality, a possibility of 

'self-fulfilling prophecy' has at least a partial influence on the 

transformation of these conflicts into serious and real confrontations. The 

example may be the artificial unnecessary conflict between the West and 

Islam. The relationships between people are then formed as a complex of 

real and fictitious conflicts.   

People react critically to the disadvantages which they face, and in this 

way they map the problems that need to be resolved. In the background of 

their experienced reality they notice also positive fragments of reality and 

try to develop them. In a relatively favorable environment, the criticism of 

current forms of misrecognition and attempts to correct them may be 

realized in the form of a cultivated intercultural dialogue. 

 
3 On the value of the role of dialogue, in other words, communication in relation to 

recognition see: Taylor (1992); Fraser, Honneth (2003). 
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Intercultural dialogue attempts to identify the current social norms 

through critical discussion and create new ones that might be shared by 

individual cultures in a universal way. Because the interaction does not 

often concern only two cultures and therefore a dialogue in the literal sense, 

it is more precisely a polylogue. Such a broad concept of the discourse 

cannot in the least supplement the solutions to all the social, economic, 

political and other related problems. What can be done is nevertheless to 

provide conditions for an important intercultural framework for working on 

these problems.  

The discourse which is the subject of my analysis contains two 

fundamental elements. The first one relates to the forming of a dialogue 

'from below' from the perspective of various cultures and their relationship 

within human civilization. The second element is in the form of some 

common needs and interests which may be the global outcome of this type 

of dialogue for humanity (in the United Nations, for example). This kind of 

approach, which is gradually formulated and subjected to many comments 

from individual cultures, could be the unifying and universal element (An-

Na'im 2002). In short, the objective is to reach a commonly shared 'trans-

cultural' consensus of humanity through intercultural means in order to 

replace the current supra-cultural situation which is not universally 

accepted. 

 

Cultures and Civilizations 

What does it mean to talk about the dialogue which is supposed to be 

intercultural? The adjective may be initially read as an umbrella term 

which covers the relationships among individual cultures or civilizations or 

culture/civilization circles. This definition raises the question about the 

relationship between the words culture and civilization. The preliminary 

answer might be to define them as synonyms but under the condition that 

the limits and any possible misunderstandings are clarified before using 

these terms. Their frequent inter-changing is not only the case in the 

Western languages. For example, there is also the Arabic word umran, 

which has had a prominent place in the teaching of Ibn Khaldun from the 

14th century. It can be translated either as civilization or as culture. 

Some authors prefer to use the word civilization rather than the 

synonym approach. Yasuaki Onuma presents this term as more appropriate 
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because the word culture may be interpreted also in a restricted sense in 

which it speaks only about art works and works with an aesthetic function 

(Onuma 1999). This is certainly correct.  

The word civilization is likewise not used in one sense only. On the 

one hand it is designated to the whole human civilization in the entire 

humanity, while on the other hand it is designated to just one of the 

civilizational or cultural circles; it is used for example in relation to the 

civilization or culture of the West, China, India, Russia, and, of course, the 

African civilization and African cultures in plural (Benjamin 1973). This 

process also allows the discussion about the historical development.4 

It is important to remind us here of the negative history of colonialism 

which was legitimized by European universalism or more preciously by 

pseudo-universalism (Wallerstein 2006). The meta-theoretical viewpoints 

commit the same transgression which without the contribution of other 

cultures and from the viewpoint of only one culture, attempt to dictate 

which social concepts, interests, values and so on, are relevant and 

eventually should be considered as universal. All these approaches are 

usually defined as cultural colonialism (Said 1994; Kögler 2005).  

One of the related problems, which arise in connection with cultural 

colonization, is also the cultural particularism. In this respect, the word 

culture as well as the word civilization can have negative connotations 

because they both can refer to Kulturkampf or the Clash of Civilizations.5 

One way of preventing these kinds of problems is firstly to retain the 

wider sense of the term civilization, that is to use it only in the singular 

sense for defining the whole of human civilization and secondly to define 

the term culture by its plural connection with individual societies. The word 

culture might be seducing to various partial conceptions as I already 

mentioned, from culture as a collection of art works, to cultural aspects of 

various areas, for example cultural rights, to cultures which have not 

developed into complex civilizations and which have not the use of 

 
4 See, for example, Adorno, Horkheimer (1988). Compare with the alternative 

interpretation by Toynbee (1961). 
5 Authors who develop these thoughts use these words often as synonyms. See, for 

example, Senghaas (2007). 
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technology and also to cultures as a synonym of civilizations. Despite this 

wider notion, it is always various partial entities and not culture as a 

singular whole which is under consideration because culture is not usually 

thought of as an all-human culture but rather as various cultures or cultural 

plurality. Here we might refer to Majid Tehranian who, in his analysis of 

civilization and resolving of its conflicts, says that it is more adequate to 

analyze one human civilization and many human cultures (Tehranian 2007). 

At the same time we should reject fixating purely on one of these 

categories, on civilization in a singular sense or on culture in a plural sense. 

It is necessary to acknowledge both, the differences of individual cultures 

as well as the common needs and interests which bring humanity as a 

whole into one civilization.6 The key is that in this definition it is possible 

to respect plurality of opinions and to work 'from below' of individual 

cultures and aim towards their interconnectedness in one civilization. It 

seems to be appropriate from this viewpoint to reserve the plural meaning 

for the word culture and the singular meaning for the word civilization. At 

the same time, there is a continuous exchange between the social 

constructions of these terms. Moreover, I would like to add that the 

concepts of culture and civilization, which are defined in the opposite sense 

than I presented here, may also reach a reasonable content of 

interpretation.7 The key is to define positions with the aid of terms and not 

by fixating on these terms.   

The conception of cultures in the intercultural and trans-cultural 

dialogue also requires a more exact identification of the cultural subjects of 

the dialogue. In relation to Lawrence Blum, the three categories can be 

distinguished, although none of which have to be designated definitely and 

can transform in time (Blum 1998; Ingram 1998). Firstly, it is possible to 

speak of an individual who is formed by a particular culture or an 

individual with a particular cultural identity (identities). Secondly, we may 

 
6 In the similar types of discussions within the framework of the national state, it is usual 

to differentiate between the politics of recognition or of difference and the politics of 

universalism or of equality. See Taylor (1994). 
7 It is possible to say that this is, to a large extent, a matter of terminology and not of 

content. See, for example, Onuma (1999). 
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discuss a group of individuals specified by particular culture or group with 

particular cultural identity. Thirdly, we can analyze an entire culture.  

The first category of the subject is not in the centre of attention in the 

intercultural dialogue because the dialogue primarily follows relationships 

between larger cultural units rather than individuals. The relationships at 

the individual level are certainly also important though, in the conflict of 

entire cultures, millions of individual persons do not enter into discussion 

but rather the representatives of people who can promote their individual 

and group interests. Nevertheless, it is important to make sure that the 

representatives of individual cultures do not represent just their own view 

and their own culture only marginally. But also in the case when the 

representatives are successful in representing their culture, they should not 

represent the mainstream of their culture more predominantly; it is 

obviously desirable to acknowledge the minority streams as well (Taylor 

1994; Senghaas 1998). Within the framework of intercultural dialogue, it is 

also important to remember significant socio-economic factors. 

The other category which is formed by culturally formed groups of 

individuals includes in a more restricted sense various cultural groups in a 

nation state or the majority of the population, and in the broader sense, the 

majority of the entire population in Europe, in Africa or in other parts of the 

world. It is the population of the European Union, the African Union, the 

USA and other countries which have similarly specified cultural, economic 

and political systems, such as Canada, Australia and so on. 

 The third category, which is formed by entire cultures or civilizations, 

if I use this term imprecisely, includes the creations of culturally defined 

groups, from art works to various social customs and finally to the whole 

life in the society, which is a collection of various social, political, legal and 

other entities. In the wider context and from the long-term perspective, it is 

also possible to add population to these creations which may be considered 

as a cultural product of itself. Population as it stands does not perceive 

itself as an object but asserts itself primarily as a creating subject which 

gradually forms cultural customs, rules and objects in interaction with the 

related environment.   

What would it mean to refer to the third category in an intercultural 

dialogue which means the entire cultures? Charles Taylor speaks of the 

entire cultures when he expresses the need to recognize value of cultures 
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which is required not only for a dialogue but in particular for their own life. 

He says that we should analyze and recognize the equal value of cultures 

(Taylor 1994). In Taylor's interpretation, the recognition of equal respect to 

different cultures is analogous to the recognition of the equal dignity of 

individuals. We may say that it is also necessary not to slip towards an 

interpretation which homogeneously ignores various groups of individuals 

with diverse cultural identity. If we redefine Taylor's formulation by 

focusing primarily on the equal recognition of groups of people which are 

defined by a particular culture, it will be possible to better understand the 

requirements of the politics of recognition.  

 

Africa’s foreign interactions 

After explaining the issue of intercultural dialogue, now I will focus on a 

specification by dealing with a territorial issue, namely the interaction of 

Africa and African countries with countries and macro-regions in other 

parts of the world.  

Developing countries, including Africa, have undergone a difficult path 

to colonial occupation, where Western countries have mostly disrupted 

African social institutions and used their human (often slave labour) and 

natural resources for a long time (Kasanda, 2018; Sall, 2013). Following 

the historical trajectories, some former colonial powers still hold some 

influence on African countries, although they no longer pursue a colonial 

kind of relationship (Lucarelli, Langenhove, Wouters, 2013). This new 

relationship is mainly due to the fact that these countries are still world 

superpowers or at least powers, rich countries. These are Western European 

countries that dominate the European Union's policy, and the USA as a key 

Western country with the biggest influence.  

The last two decades are the most important period for the updated 

stage of interactions between Africa and Europe, mainly the European 

Union. Since 2000, Summits of Heads of State and Governments have been 

organized at the level of the European Union (EU) and the African Union 

(AU), previously the Organization of African Unity (OAU), although inter-

regional and inter-macroregional cooperation took place in some form 

before. The first intercontinental Africa-Europe Summit was held in Cairo 

in Egypt in 2000, organized by the EU and OAU. The Cairo Declaration 

and its Action Plan for the coming years were adopted with the vision to 
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create new strategic relations which would help develop Africa: the Africa-

EU Partnership. The other EU-Africa Summits followed in 2007 and, then, 

always after three years.8 One of the last important topics was "Investing in 

Youth for a Sustainable Future", reflecting a strong demographic change 

Africa has faced. This topic is currently being elaborated and is emphasized 

in individual joint activities. In addition to these Summits at the highest 

political level with adopted Declarations and Action Plans or Road Maps, 

there are regular ministerial and commission meetings. 

The most important is the Joint Africa-EU Strategy which is a platform 

for relations of African and EU countries. It was approved in the Summit in 

Lisbon in 2007, and it is supported by individual African and EU states, the 

EU and the AU. The strategy is implemented step by step via action plans 

and a road map between Summits. Ten years later, a joint communication 

for a revitalization of the Africa-EU Partnership was adopted in the 

EU. There are also regional strategies, dealing with the Horn of Africa or 

Sahel.  

It is relevant to mention also the Cotonou Agreement, established in 

Cotonou in Benin in 2000, a treaty between the 79 African, Caribbean and 

Pacific states (APC), including 48 in Sub-Saharan Africa, and the countries 

of the European Union (originally 15 of them). It is focused mainly on a 

reduction of poverty even if results have not been too effective yet. 

However, it stresses principles which focus on different issues (political, 

human rights, for example) which fragment attention to poverty. 

Similarly, other platforms, including the Summits, usually focus 

mainly on issues that are particularly relevant to the European Union, such 

as migration, democracy, etc. Nevertheless, cooperation with the European 

Union countries is important for African countries, but more and more 

important for them is cooperation with other countries that place primary 

emphasis on infrastructure and social development. Within the EU, a 

reflection on this situation only began, in which other countries have taken 

 
8 The second EU-Africa Summit was held in Lisbon in Portugal in 2007; the 3rd Africa-EU 

Summit in Tripoli in Libya in 2010; the 4th EU-Africa Summit in Brussels in Belgium in 

2014; The 5th African Union-European Union Summit in Abidjan in Cote d'Ivoire in 

2017. 



NOUN - International Journal of Migration and Global Studies 

 

 10 

the initiative and are much more able to agree on cooperation, especially 

China. 

As for other Western countries, the essential role is kept by the USA 

which has a strong influence over the African continent (Jackson, 2017). In 

the period after the end of the Cold War in the 1990s, the loss of interest in 

African countries prevailed partly in the USA. There was a groping era in 

which it was automatically assumed that the USA was unilaterally 

determining global developments and that there was no need for any further 

specification of this approach. The situation changed after September 11, 

2001. A reductionist securitization approach in the "war on terror" begun to 

be applied to African countries. Africa was perceived by the USA 

administration in a reductionist way as a territory near the Middle East, a 

terrorist threat to the USA after 9/11.  

The Bush administration in the first decade of the new century faced 

emerging multilateralism with the influence of Muslim countries, but only 

the Obama administration wanted to take multilateralism at least partly 

seriously and not merely as a response to 9/11. Obama was initially a 

promise to change access to Africa for many because of his origin. There 

was an ad hold summit – Africa Leaders’ Summit with politicians from 50 

African states, hosted by the USA President in Washington, D.C., in 2014. 

However, the main focus was USA oriented: security and investment.  

The further reorientation occurred only with the advent of Donald 

Trump. In 2018, the USA announced three principles related to Africa: 

trade, security, political influence. It means, firstly, the prosperity which 

was meant to be advantageous primarily for trade with the US; secondly, 

the security under which Trump sees the fight against terrorism; security 

issues in Africa remained essentially the same from the USA perspective as 

after 11/9, i.e. terrorist issues. 

As for the relationship among African and other developing countries, 

the revitalization of interest in African countries was linked to the 

multilateral period of the BRICS formation (BRICS Information Portal, 

2020). India, as a member of this group, initiated the first India-Africa 

Forum Summit (IAFS). Summits, held with Heads of States and 

Governments approximately once every three years as official international 

meetings, are held alternately in India and Africa: the first took place in 

New Delhi in 2008, the second in Addis Ababa in 2011 and the third and 
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fourth in New Delhi in 2015 and 2018 respectively. They provide 

incentives for cooperation in the fields of politics, trade, investment, 

education, medicine and development aid. Both India and Africa each have 

approximately 40% of the global poor. They therefore constitute the main 

areas of the world where efforts to eradicate poverty are very much needed. 

While it creates great future potential for understanding the mutual needs of 

India and mainly the sub-Saharan Africa, so far cooperation has been 

limited because of the gradual transformation of India under the Modi 

administration.  

Further cooperation of African countries is with Russia. While after the 

WWII in the post-colonial period the Soviet Union had a number of 

strongly developed relations with some African countries, after the end of 

the Cold War and the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991, these relations 

cooled (Shubin, 2008; Yordanov, 2016). The Soviet Union disintegrated 

and its successor, Russia, had many problems with itself in the 1990s. After 

the subsequent consolidation of the situation in Russia, approximately since 

2000, mainly the emerging BRICS multilateralism and the subsequent 

development led Russia to seek new outlets in Africa again. 

Development of relations between Russia and African countries 

confirmed relevant Russia-Africa Summit which took place in Sochi in 

2019, with the adoption of the final Declaration dealing with the 

mechanism for partnership and cooperation in the fields of politics, 

security, energy, trade, economic, legal, technical, humanitarian and 

information issues. Participation at the Summit was truly representative. All 

54 African countries were represented at the event, of which 43 were 

presidents or prime ministers. In addition, the participation included more 

than 3,000 representatives of business and other organizations. The summit 

is also a testimony that Russia is aware that world powers (EU, US, China, 

etc.) already have developed new relations in Africa. It finds a political 

alliance with some African countries primarily in the emphasis on non-

interference in the internal affairs of individual cooperating countries, 

which is a kind of critique directed at some Western countries and 

international financial institutions such as IMF and the World Bank 

(Declaration of the First Russia – Africa Summit, 2019). 

There is certainly an economic potential for Russia-Africa cooperation, 

as Russian exports to sub-Saharan Africa are almost non-existent, it is only 
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over 1% export, and to North Africa around 2%. Since Russia is a 

developed industrial country with a strong tradition of arms research and 

production, cooperation with African countries has been largely realized as 

arms trade in recent years. It is active in Nigeria, Libya or the Central 

African Republic. The summit is scheduled to take place every three years, 

so the next one is expected in 2022. 

Nevertheless, China is the country that has had the new most intense 

relations with African countries recently. With its strong economic 

development and various social programs that lifted 800 million Chinese 

people out of poverty during the last 40 years (which is the highest number 

in human history for such a short time), China is an inspiration to follow for 

many African countries and a partner for cooperation for all of them 

(Allison 2018).  

Since around 2000, we may say that a new era of China-Africa 

cooperation started. China, the world's largest developing country, is active 

in developing cooperation with other developing regions of the world. It 

seeks for better relations than Western countries pursued in the colonial era 

and also in the contemporary global system since the beginning of the 

1990s. This is apparent also in the China-Africa cooperation.  

China and Africa together account for about 2.6 billion people, about 

the third of all the planet's inhabitants, and this number is not limited in the 

future. The cooperation between China and Africa has recently deepened, 

especially under the New Silk Road, i.e. the Belt and Road Initiative, over 

the past years since 2013. The cooperation is developed in many areas: in 

economic, political, cultural, educational or scientific spheres, including 

programs on poverty eradication. The long-term platform for developing 

relations with these two macro-regions of the world is the Forum on China-

Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) (Csizmadia, 2017). 

The last FOCAC Summit held in Beijing in 2018. The extraordinary 

support for the event was expressed by the United Nations Secretary 

General Antonio Guterres as the Special Summit guest: "This Forum on 

China-Africa Cooperation is an embodiment of two major priorities of the 

United Nations: pursuing fair globalization and promoting development 

that leaves no one behind of a rule-based system of international relations 

supported by strong multilateral institutions" (Guterres, 2018). It is also in 
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line with the African Development Agenda 2063 and the UN Agenda 2030 

for Sustainable Development (Czirják, 2017).  

In the short space of this article, of course, I cannot give a complete 

account of the relations of African countries or the African Union with 

other countries and macro-regions of the world (Nagar, Mutasa, 2018). I 

can add that other regional powers with global ambitions, namely Japan 

and Turkey, have recently held a summit with African countries as well. 

These summits seek to gain greater influence on the African continent in 

the globalized world, which, thanks to its demographic growth and its 

associated economic development and potential, is an attractive place for 

trade and various forms of cooperation. 

Interactions between Africa and Latin America, in particular Brazil, 

have become an increasingly important reference point in recent decades as 

well (Abidde, 2018). Progressive governments in Latin America in general 

since around 2000, and particularly Brazil, have recalled the common fates 

of people during a period of historical injustice linked to slave trade 

between Africa and Latin America. The import of slaves to Brazil and other 

countries, mainly from West Africa, was one of the most brutal stages of 

human history. These repressions did not remain unresponsive and faced 

persistent resistance and brave anti-slavery struggles with many rebellions, 

such as those made by the Quilombos, the Brazilian settlements of escaped 

slaves. At the same time, this historical reflection was a recent opportunity 

for greater cooperation between Brazil and African countries in the 

framework of South-South cooperation (Afolabi, 2016). 

Furthermore, I can add the well-known fact that, historically, the 

influence of Arab traders and hence the Arab culture, including the 

language, was very important for Africa. Indeed, the development of 

Swahili on the east coast of Africa and in related regions is an eloquent 

example. Trade, and more generally interaction with the Arab world, 

continues to this day, including the influence of Islam in the areas of 

religion, culture, and politics. However, since this influence is less 

institutionalized, it requires a different kind of analysis from the one I used 

in this text, focusing on the institutional interactions of Africa and the 

outside world. 
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Towards Africa’s Engagement in the Global Dialogue of Cultures:  

African countries have changed from within and have had to face a number 

of external influences in the global system in its dialogue of cultures. 

External global influences are usually stronger in Africa than in other 

continents because of various economic and political weaknesses in this 

continent. While it has to deal with remnants of the past foreign 

interactions, at the same time, it cooperates in a better way with countries in 

the context of multipolar tendencies.  

Africa has gradually tried to create its own model of social, economic 

and political organization. Although it sees inspiration in developed 

European countries, there are also examples to follow in Asia and Latin 

America in South-South cooperation. Understandably, the biggest focus in 

Africa is on economic and social development (building roads, ports, 

hospitals, schools, poverty eradication programs, etc.), ecological 

sustainable development, and political cooperation when possible. And 

Africa finds inspiration in other parts of the world as well (Beck, 2009; 

2017), including the United Nations (Muldoon Jr. Et al. 2011; Müller, 

2013) 

It should be seen that the agents are not only individuals, social groups 

and African countries, but also the entire African regions or macro-regions, 

both in terms of their internal development and in terms of their foreign 

interactions. There have been already existing regional communities there: 

Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), Arab Maghreb 

Union (AMU), Community of Sahel-Saharan States (CEN-SAD), Common 

Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA), East African 

Community (EAC), Southern African Development Community (SADC), 

Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS/CEEAC), as well 

as the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD – Horn of 

Africa, Nile Valley, Northern part of Great Lakes), etc. (Rudahindwa, 

2018). 54 of 55 African Union countries outlined a new treaty on 

The African Continental Free Trade Area which started being valid for 

ratifying countries in 2019. It is a document written for purposes of the 

specific internal trade among African countries which extremely 

underdeveloped. African countries and Africa as a whole have their own 

characteristics, which present both specific problems and specific 

opportunities. 
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Africa as the whole continent is a relevant macro-region. There have 

been integrational Pan-Africanist tendencies (Soyinka et. al, 2015) which 

established the Organization of African Unity and later the African Union 

(Desta, 2013). Projects in the African Union are supported by the African 

Development Bank and other institutions. 50 years after the important year 

1963 when 32 African newly independent countries signed the 

Organization of African Unity, a new agenda inspired by redefined Pan-

Africanism came into existence: Africa 2063 (Agenda 2063, 2015). The 

idea is to achieve significant development on the occasion of the 100th 

anniversary of this year of African independence. Agenda 2063 is a 

'collective vision and roadmap for the next fifty years', which should 

accelerate development activities. These are: the eradication of poverty and 

the provision of housing, education, infrastructure and whole economies, 

among others. This includes efforts to „continental unity”. There are a 

number of conditions that must be met in order to achieve this 

transformation. According to Agenda 2063, the following prerequisites 

must be ensured: finances for development, accountable leadership, 

ownership by the people, responsive institutions, democratic developmental 

states, attitudes for Pan-African interests and values of solidarity and 

integration, and the concept of priorities and Africa's global position, local 

approach to development. The project is a very general blueprint. In order 

to make it real, it has to be specified in two ways. First, it is important to 

identify the main principles within the basket of needs, interests and values 

mentioned in Agenda 2063 which the African people really consider the 

most important ones. Second, it has to be specified regarding material 

resources needed for making it possible in practice. 

The above-mentioned current regional and macro-regional entities in 

Africa are in fact an example of such potential (sub) models. At the same 

time, cooperation and integration will also be network-based, as the future 

society will be more digitally interconnected, and it will increasingly be 

possible to establish cross-continental cooperation between previously 

unconnected partners. 
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Conclusion: Towards respect of the individual cultures and global 

transcultural consensus 

Multiple interactions of African countries and regions and well as Africa as 

a whole with other macro-regions of the world, represented by the 

European Union, the USA, China, Russia, India and others, is the 

specification and application of the idea of dialogue. In continuity with the 

explanation I offered above, it is possible to say that the connecting element 

between the macro-regional cultures, which are primarily tied to culturally 

defined groups of individuals, and the civilization in terms of the entire 

humanity is the intercultural dialogue. The significant feature of the 

intercultural dialogue is the effort to find, first, a mutual respect among 

dialogical partners, and, second, a certain trans-cultural feature in common 

which might be shared by all cultures and therefore by the entire human 

civilization (Mbiti, 1990; Gyekye, 2004; An-Na’im, 2002; Honneth, 2015; 

Dussel, 2008). The effort to agree on certain commonly shared fundamental 

cultural patterns migrating across individual cultures makes an international 

and transnational arrangement a significant topic. 

The formulation of commonly shared limits of this kind presupposes 

mutual understanding between the participants of the dialogue (Schmied-

Kowarzik 2002; Holenstein 1999). Every individual culture has its own 

specific features which are not shared by other cultures. This does not mean 

that the dispute is absolute and that there is no space for mutual inspiration 

and overlapping of categories which might be articulated for the purpose of 

consensus on a specific issue. These overlapping and universally shared 

categories may be considered as cultural constructs which follow on from 

similar approaches to similar problems which are encountered by various 

cultures; they could also be cultural universals (Wiredu 1996), if we use the 

terms of Kwasi Wiredu. Whatever the basis of this is, there are long-term 

circumstances for culturally created universals on a global scale due to the 

fact that none of the larger cultural circles are isolated and they do 

influence each other. The global trends of recent times only encouraged 

these encounters between cultures. This fact is not an evidence of a kind of 

shared unity; nevertheless, it is a testimony of at least an awareness of 

common problems which cannot be ignored, such as climate change and 

other environmental problems or global financial speculations which 

caused the 2008 global financial and economic crisis. Despite the fact that 



Volume 1, Number 1, January 2021 

 

 17 

the list of these problems is by no means identical in all cultures, there are 

certain relevant overlaps. Although the hierarchy of these issues is not 

identical between cultures, it is the subject of the discussion itself which 

can lead to particularly fruitful results. One of these outcomes is a definite 

level of consensus in regard to mentioned ecological and financial 

problems but also elimination of wars, elimination of poverty, and other 

relevant issues in Africa.  
 

 

References 
Abidde, Sabelle Ogbobode, ed. (2018). Africa, Latin America, and the Caribbean: 

The Case for Bilateral and Multilateral Cooperation. Lanham: Lexington 

Books. 

Adorno, T. W.; Horkheimer, M. Dialektik der Aufklärung. Frankfurt, M.: Fischer, 

1988. (1st ed. 1944).  

Afolabi, Niyi (2016). Ilê Aiyê in Brazil and the Reinvention of Africa. New York: 

Palgrave Macmillan. 

Agenda 2063. (2015). Addis Ababa: Africa Union Commission.  

Allison, Graham. Beijing’s anti-poverty drive has lessons for all. Telegraph, 

28 August 2018.  

An-Na’im, A. A. Cultural Transformation and Human Rights in Africa. London: 

Zed Books, 2002.  

Arnason, J. P. Civilizations in Dispute. Historical Questions and Theoretical 

Traditions. Leiden, Boston: Brill, 2003.  

Beck, Ulrich. (2009). Critical theory of the world risk society. Constellations 16, 

1, pp. 10–22. 

Beck, Ulrich. (2017). The Metamorphosis of the World. Malden, MA: Polity. 

Benjamin, N. Civilizational Complexes and Intercivilizational Encounters. 

Sociological Analysis, 34, 2 (1973), p. 79-105. 

Blum, L. A. Multiculturalism, Racial Justice, and Community: Reflections on 

Charles Taylor‘s “Politics of Recognition”. In: Foster, L.; Herzog, P. 

(Eds.). Defending Diversity. Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 

1994, p. 175-205.  

Blum, L. A. Recognition, Value, and Equality. Constellations, 1 (1998), p. 53, 57 

nn.  

BRICS Information Portal (2020). http://infobrics.org/ Retrieved: 26 March 2020. 

Csizmadia, Norbert. (2017). Geofusion. Mapping of the 21st Century. Budapest: 

PADA, pp 162 – 170, 106 – 112. 

http://infobrics.org/


NOUN - International Journal of Migration and Global Studies 

 

 18 

Czirják, Ráhel. (2017). Africa: 2050. Hungarian Geopolitics, No. 2, 2017, pp. 134 

– 139. 

Desta, Mengiste T. (2013) The long march to African unity: Achievements and 

prospects. Addis Ababa: Shama Books. 

Declaration of the First Russia–Africa Summit. Sochi, 24 October 2019, No. 30. 

Diamond, J. Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies. W. W. 

Norton, 1997.  

Dussel, E. (2008). A New Age in the History of Philosophy. The World Dialogue 

between Philosophical Traditions. Soul: XXIIth World Congress of 

Philosophy. 

Eisenstadt, S. N. ed. (2002).Multiple Modernities. New Brunswick: Transactions 

Publishers. 

Fraser, N.; Honneth, A. Redistribution or Recognition? London and New York: 

Verso, 2003.  

Guterres, Antonio. (2018). Secretary-General's remarks to the China-Africa 

Cooperation Summit. The United Nations Secretary-General News, 

Beijing, September 3, 2018.  

Gyekye, Kwame. (2004). Beyond Cultures: Perceiving a Common Humanity 

(Ghanaian philosophical studies, 3). Washington: Council for Research in 

Values and Philosophy. 

Holenstein, E. Menschliches Selbstverständnis. Frankfurt, M.: Suhrkamp, 1999. 

Honneth, Axel. (2015). Freedom's Right . New York: Columbia University 

Press.  

Jackson, Donna Rose. (2017). US Foreign Policy in The Horn of Africa: From 

Colonialism to Terrorism. New York: Routledge.  

Ingram, J. Comment on Lawrence Blum. Constellations, 1, 5 (1998), p. 69-73.  

Kasanda, Albert (2018). Contemporary African Social and Political Philosophy: 

Trends, Debates and Challenges. London: Routledge. 

Lucarelli, Sonia; Langenhove, Luk Van; Wouters, Jan, eds. (2013).The EU and 

Multilateral Security Governance.  Abigdon, New York: Routledge. 

Mbiti, J. (1990). African Religions and Philosophy. London: Heinemann. 

Muldoon Jr., James P.; Aviel, Joann Fagot; Reitano, Richard; eds. (2011).The New 

Dynamics of Multilateralism: Diplomacy, International Organizations, 

and Global Governance. New York and London, Routledge.  

Nagar, Dawn; Mutasa, Charles, eds. (2018).Africa and the World: Bilateral and 

Multilateral International Diplomacy. Cham: Palgrave Macmillan.  

Onuma, Y. Towars an Intercivilizational Approach to Human Rights. In: Bauer, J. 

R.; Bell, D. A. (Eds.). The East Asian Challenge for Human Rights. 

Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1999, p. 103-123.  



Volume 1, Number 1, January 2021 

 

 19 

Rudahindwa, Jonathan Bashi. (2018). Regional Developmentalism through Law: 

Establishing an African Economic Community. New York: Routledge. 

Said, E. W. Culture and Imperialism. New York, Vintage, 1994.  

Sall, Ebrima. (2013). The study of Africa in a multipolar world. A perspective 

from within. In: Engel, Ulf; Ramos, Manuel Joao, eds. (2013). African 

Dynamics in a Multipolar World. Leiden, Boston: Brill, pp. 195 – 216. 

Schmied-Kowarzik, W. (Hg.). Verstehen und Verständigung. Ethnologie – 

Xenologie – Interkulturelle Philosophie. Würzburg: Königshausen und 

Neumann, 2002. 

Shubin, Vladimir. (2008). The Hot 'Cold War': The USSR in Southern Africa. 

London: Pluto Press. 

Senghaas, D. (1998). Zivilisierung wider Willen. Frankfurt, M.: Suhrkamp.  

Senghaas, D. On Perpetual Peace: A Timely Assessment. New York: Berghahn 

Books, 2007.  

Soyinka, Wole; Amin, Samir; Selassie, Bereket Habte; Mugo, Micere Githae; 

Mkandawire; Thandika. (2015). Reimagining Pan-Africanism. Dar es 

Salaam: Mkuki Na Nyota Publishers. 

Taylor, C. The Ethics of Authenticity. Cambridge, MA, and London, 1992.  

Taylor, C. Multiculturalism. The Examining the Politics of Recognition. A. 

Gutmann. (Ed.). Princeton, Princeton University Press, 1994.  

Tehranian, M. Rethinking Civilization: Resolving Conflict in the Human Family. 

London-New York, Routledge, 2007.  

Toynbee, A. J. A Study of History. Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1961. (1st 

ed. 1934).  

Wallerstein, I. European universalism. New York, New Press, 2006.  

Wiredu, K. Cultural Universals and Particulars: An African Perspective. 

Bloomington, Indiana University Press, 1996.  

 



Migration and Social Integration: Emerging Dynamics 

 

William E. Uli 
Department of Development Studies 

National Open University of Nigeria 

 

 
Abstract 

Migration is a topical issue in both the academic and public space. The 

phenomenon of migration is equally an age-long concept that actually led to the 

founding of the New World. However, as people, groups and individuals decide 

to leave their home countries for the next destination, they are confronted with 

enormous challenges in their new homes. Reception of these migrants in the 

receiving countries constantly appears in the front burner of social development 

related discourse, indicating how disadvantaged migrants have become in the 

recipient countries, thus raising concerns on their integration into the broader 

macro reality. The paper is qualitatively designed.It is an examination of 

migration and social integration, and focused mainly on demystifying the notion 

that migration is however unwanted. It takes a turn to look at the import of 

migrants to the receiving countries and the challenges of social integration. The 

paper contends for decolonisation of migration and argues for socially inclusive 

recipient countries for the actualisation of the social life chances of migrants. The 

paper shows that over time, recipient countries have not demonstrated the clear 

zeal to be instrumental in advancing the integration of migrants. It ends with the 

recommendation that receiving countries must embrace migration as an 

investment and ensure that migrants can participate in the economic, social, 

cultural, and civil life of their new homes. 

 
Key words: Migration, social integration, conflicts, diaspora, decolonization, 

migrants 

 

 

Introduction 

Social integration is a fundamental aspect of the discourse in social 

development, and migration remains a critical focus of social development. 

Issues in migration and social integration over the years have attracted a 

plethora of interest in academia, government and the private sector. This 

keen interest has focused on migration pattern, types, mitigating issues and 

challenges. The outcome has been premised on looking at the integration 

issues especially how time, policies have influenced the integration process 

of migrants in receiving communities.   After decades of pessimism and 
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concerns on brain drain, governments of migrant sending countries have 

somewhat put renewed hopes on transnationally oriented migrants and 

‘‘Diasporas’’ as potential investors and actors of development (Haas, 

2010). This in a way constitutes an aspect in the emerging dynamics with a 

view to migration. This is so in that over the years the remittances from 

migrants to the sending country (ies) largely contribute to the gross 

domestic product (GDP) of these countries, underscoring an apparent 

realisation of its impact on both families and country and the need to 

benefit more from the Diaspora. Aligning to this, Vladicescu et al. (2008:1) 

stated that in Moldova, remittances from abroad increased steadily from 

1997 to 2005, and represented 30 percent of the gross domestic product 

(GDP) of the country. Although in many cases, official remittances are 

under reported, however, studies (Okodua, 2010; Page & Plaza, 2005) have 

shown the enormous role played by migrants to the economic development 

of their countries of origin. On the other side of the isle, reception of these 

migrants in the receiving country constantly appears in the front burner of 

social development related discourse, indicating how disadvantaged 

migrants have become in the recipient countries, thus raising concerns on 

their integration into the broader macro reality. 

The term “integration” is widely used today to denote the process 

through which a migrant becomes an accepted part of a new society 

(Penninx, 2005 cited in Mansoor & Quillin, 2006).The concept of social 

integration is framed within the ambit of social development, which in turn 

is phrased in terms of integrating those with nothing into the modern 

mainstream.Social integration defined by the United Nations Research 

Institute for Social Development (UNRISD) refers to “an inclusionary goal, 

implying equal opportunities and rights for all human beings” (UNRISD, 

1994:3). In other words, a society for all and an equal society. Or at best a 

society where everyone has access to opportunities. Today’s world exist on 

disparities, as such social exclusion is the underlying rational that gives rise 

to the idea of relocation by any means, in many cases to areas of better 

opportunities so as to alleviate life chances. The problematic therefore 

becomes the status of the migrants – those who have left their home 

countries for the receiving countries. This problematic has raised a lot of 

conversations in scholarship and to a large extent has led to inimical 

relationship between both sending countries and receiving countries over 
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time. The dynamics in the very nascent time is how to integrate migrants 

and create a socially inclusive environment that would naturally dispel the 

concept of ‘migrants’ and decolonise migration.  

Therefore, this work is primarily focused on demystifying the notion 

that migration is however unwanted. It takes a turn to look at the import of 

migrants to the receiving countries and the challenges of social integration. 

The work eventually argues for socially inclusive recipient countries for the 

actualisation of the life chances of migrants. For purpose of clarity, the 

scope of this paper does not cover the element of internally displaced 

migration. If it is mentioned here in anyway, it is merely part of the 

narrative and not the focus of the paper. The emerging questions in this 

work becomes, is migration forbidden or unwanted? Are migrants socially 

integrated in receiving countries? Have the recipient countries 

demonstrated the willingness to be socially inclusive society? Are there 

benefits in social integration? Who should be responsible for the social 

integration of migrants? Apparently the paper is arranged into eight 

sections. Section 1 introduces the work, while section 2 is a discussion on 

who migrants are. Section 3 questions reasons for migration. Section 4 

speaks to the method of the work and section 5 discusses the challenges 

that confront the migrant. In section 6, the benefits of migration are 

discussed while section 7 is concerned with determining a socially 

integrated society, and section 8 concludes.  

 

Who are migrants? 

Official data reveals that about 30 million Africans (that is approximately 3 

percent of the population have emigrated internationally (including within 

Africa) (Ratha et al. 2011). This figure, doubtless berates the size and 

significance of migration on a global context. In this section, our goal is not 

to venture into the many issues that are associated with the 

conceptualisation of migration, but to show that over time the word migrant 

is synonymous with movement, and in this case high density movement 

that is particularly individualistic. Conventionally, migration is viewed as 

“the relatively permanent movement of persons over a significant distance” 

(Shaw, 1975cited in Kok, 1999:1). Although such a definition is misleading 

as it does not take into consideration reflections of the rational for such 

movement rather duels on issues of time and distance. Migration has 
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become the new norm of this generation. Whether national, regional or 

international, it is one of the emerging faces of a world in constant motion. 

Whether guided by economic reasons, or social cum survival reasons, the 

participants (women, men, and children) have their own story when they 

embark on this journey. As Olusegun Adeniyi would have it, the story in 

many cases is that of “from frying pan to fire” (Adeniyi, 2019).  

The question as to where migrants go is no longer a directional one, 

although the flow to the developed and high-income countries have 

somewhat been sustained, (see Table 1). However, the flow generally has 

also favoured wherever there is prosperity and is equally underscored by 

geographic proximity. About 40% of migration takes place in the South-

North direction, 37% between Southern countries, and these percentages 

are a reflection of the volume of people that move from one end to the other 

with disparate reasons. According to Mongae (2016) the number of African 

migrants doubled between 1980 and 2010, reaching 30.6 million, and in 

2013, sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) had 23.2 million emigrants, representing 

2.5% of the total population of the region (World Bank 2016:36). Between 

2010 and 2020 a lot has changed in the migration space, this is so in that by 

2019 (see Table 2), global migrant population increased greatly to a total of 

272 million. Critical component of this data is that about 74% of the 

majority of international migrants were within the working age (20 to 64 

years) (IOM, 2019), which generally speaks volume about the concept of 

social integration for migrants in the receiving countries.  

 

Table 1: International migrants by region of destination, 1960 – 2000 

 

MILLIONS 

Region 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 

World 75.9 81.5 99.8 154.0 174.9 

Developed countries 32.1 38.3 47.7 89.7 110.3 

Developed countries excluding USRR 29.1 35.2 44.5 59.3 80.8 

Developing countries 43.8 43.2 52.1 64.3 64.6 

Africa 9.0 9.9 14.1 16.2 16.3 

Asia (a) 29.3 28.1 32.3 41.8 43.8 

Latin America and the Caribbean 6.0 5.8 6.1 7.0 5.9 

Northern America 12.5 13.0 18.1 27.6 40.8 
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MILLIONS 

Region 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 

Oceania 2.1 3.0 3.8 4.8 5.8 

Europe (b) 14.0 18.7 22.2 2.3 32.8 

USRR (former) 2.9 3.1 3.3 30.3 29.5 

Source: United Nations, Trends in Total Migrant Stock: The 2003 Revision 

(POP/DB/MG/Rev 2003 and ESA/P/WP.188). 

 

Table 2. International migrants, 1970–2019 

 

Year 
Number of 

Migrants 

Migrants as % of the 

world's population 

1970 84,460,125 2.30% 

1975 90,368,010 2.20% 

1980 101,983,149 2.30% 

1985 113,206,691 2.50% 

1990 153,011,473 2.90% 

1995 161,316,895 2.80% 

2000 173,588,441 2.80% 

2005 191,615,574 2.90% 

2010 220,781,909 3.20% 

2015 248,861,296 3.40% 

2020 271,642,105 3.50% 

Source: UN DESA, 2008, 2019a, 2019b. 

 

Although, it can be considered that the term “migration” is vague when 

international migration is questioned, yet we can easily understand the 

concept of migrant on the basis of individual movement from one country 

to the other, and as mentioned for different reasons which compound the 

meaning of the term “migration”. In this section, migrants are simply those 

individuals or persons who willingly decide to move from one country to 

the other. There are enormous challenges that the migrant faces, but then 

this is the gap around international migration, which we will look at some 

point in this work.  
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Millions of people especially Africans are believed to be waiting to 

cross to Europe at the first opportunity, which is usually a dimension of 

argument put forward to show that persons or migrants from this part of the 

world are desperate to leave the continent due to frustrations stemming 

from poverty and persecution in terms of conflicts (Cuttitta, 2007; 

Goldschmidt, 2006; Lutterbeck, 2006). Such argument endangers migrants 

from Africa, and gives the wrong notion that migrants from the continent 

pose a security threat to the receiving countries of Europe and the United 

States of America. However, such dimension of scholarship does not hold 

water in recent literature as evidence-based research has revealed more 

clearly that migrants from the continent of Africa emigrate for work, study 

or family (Schoumaker et al., 2015; Bakewell & Jόnsson, 2011). Although 

such studies present a strong case in this direction, yet it will also be hasty 

not to address the social drivers of individual mobility from the continent 

particularly with regards to education. 

 

Why migration? 

As stated above, migration is not a new concept in our present world, it is 

as old as humanity, yet it has found new meaning and of course driving 

force. Some of the forces driving migration in our present world 

comparatively seem to be somewhat in consonance with that of four 

centuries ago. The disparity is that in the present generation, migration 

however tends to be quite frequent with attendant migrant stereotyping. 

Many years ago, Marc Lescarbot (1907-14, I, 295) wrote:  
 

Three things drive men to seek lands far away and to abandon their 

homes. The first, the desire to find something better. The second, when a 

province is full to bursting of people (…). The third, divisions, disputes 

and quarrels. (Alonso, 2011:10). 

 

Lescarbot’s postulation is clear and reflects recent times, as development 

which literally translates to the idea of something better is truly a driving 

force for migration. More so, in no distant past, conflicts and divisions were 

actually the driving forces of intense migration in Africa, but that stands 

quite apart today as violent conflicts and domestic wars or as Alex De Waal 

(2019) calls it – regional conflicts, have quietly dissipated seeing the efforts 

of the African Union to end violent conflicts and wars in the continent 
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through her ‘silencing the gun’ initiative (Allison, 2020). Although a 

commendable project, but the challenges are there, yet when compared to 

the 1990s; one can actually say the domestic wars or regional conflicts in 

Africa have wound down giving room to terrorism – a global problem, 

which has intensified the phenomenon of internal displacement.  

Lescarbot’s other reason of a crowded society phenomenally does not 

count for the present generation in terms of migration, though Africa; 

particularly is quite populated for instance Nigeria (with over 190 million 

people), but that does not create overcrowding and provoke the desire to 

emigrate to other societies – over the sea or via the Sahara desert. Rather, 

educational migration is more paramount in this generation and perhaps 

that was not an underlying driving force four centuries ago. The corrupt 

practices of African leaders has led to the neglect of the education sector 

and obscured opportunities, thus damaging access to quality education and 

an obstructive employment system. Most individual migrants, particularly 

young people opt to emigrate to assuage the need for qualitative education 

thereby leading to something better. The theoretical dimension of such 

decision-based migration, many scholars attribute to microeconomic 

orientation (Lucas & Stark, 1985). However, a macro understanding of 

such decision would naturally entail a conception of migration as an 

investment, which is primarily crucial to reflect both the benefits and the 

costs associated with the movement to another country (Sjaastad, 1962; 

Borjas, 1999). 

However, years ago, the Global Commission on International 

Migration (2005) came up with a Lescarbot-type of conclusion on the 

drivers of migration. Their deduction stemmed from a 3D phrase, denoting: 

Development, Demographics and Democracy. With this, it is agreeable that 

relative deprivation underscores underdevelopment; social exclusion and 

violence underscores lack of fundamental rights. But we are not in tandem 

with the view that pressure on resources and employment is caused by 

excessive population growth; rather we are of the view that the absence of 

good governance and politically-willed leadership is what undermines 

resources and employment because resources are not equitably distributed, 

and this submerges or rapes democracy and good governance as it were. 

Given the fact that certain opportunities are absent in the sending country, 

this gives rise to migration in various ways. The demographical analysis as 
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a factor driving migration in this part of the world (Africa) is however 

reckless and resonates Malthusian scholarship. Whatever the orientation, 

classical, microeconomic, macroeconomic, or political economy, migration 

serves a purpose for both entities – sending and receiving countries. The 

push factors will always interact with the pull factors to ameliorate the 

decision to migrate. 

 

Method 

Methodology has a very simple import in academic research cum report 

writing. Generally, it enhances and gives clarity to epistemological 

understanding of what is being done. The paper is qualitatively designed. 

Qualitative research enables us to make sense of reality, to describe and 

explain social reality and to develop explanatory models. Data for the 

work relies heavily on extant literatures, mainly secondary data such as 

reviews, online materials, journal publications, and textbooks. All these 

sources enabled us construct meaning to the subject under study. However, 

this method may generally not provide sufficient data (and it is not 

anticipated) especially in terms of primary information to aid this work, 

which of course will be subject for another investigation. Our task here is to 

make deductions out of the extant data under our purview and lead a 

discourse in the migration space. 

 
Challenges of migrants 

The world has been impacted heavily by the concepts of globalization and 

migration. Age-old boundaries are breaking down, and formerly isolated 

cities and metropolises equidistant from Africa have come even closer as 

they are merely a flight away. Meaning the world is now more open or 

borderless than it has ever been. Therefore, migration is not a misnomer 

neither is it an anathema as many would want to paint it. The variegated 

challenges confronting migrants in the receiving countries have been an 

issue for discussion in various domestic and international forums.  In 

colonial era, Europeans in their millions immigrated to Africa and other 

parts of the world, and in many cases were largely welcomed without the 

promulgation of stereotypical laws. At least sixty-two million Europeans 

moved to colonies across the world between the Nineteenth and first half of 

the Twentieth Century (Miege, 1993; Achuimie, 2019). 
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Labelling is one huge challenge that migrants confront on a daily basis. 

Resistance to and the non-acceptance of migrants is usually met with 

fictitious finger-pointing, the rational is always a way to foment recipient 

authorities to make pronouncement of rejection. For instance, in 2015 right-

wing populists and nationalists accused Angela Merkel’s government of 

permitting European societies to be “over-run” by Muslim migrants from 

“archaic” societies (Weber, 2016). According to Rodriguez,  
 

This is exemplified in reports of New Year’s Eve in Cologne 2015/16, 

when North African and Muslim men were accused of sexual assaults and 

attacks, portrayed in the media as mainly targeting white German women 

in the main train station (Rodriguez, 2018:17). 

 

As Rodriguez portrayed it, the idea was totally to conjure up the emotions 

of hatred towards the migrants especially those from Africa to engineer the 

irreconcilable difference of European civilization and African barbarity. 

Thus, constructing African migrants as “premodern,” and lacking ability to 

control their sexuality as a result of their patriarchal and misogynist mind-

set. 

Scholars have often argued that many recipient communities are not 

receptive or friendly towards migrants, basically for the fear of losing 

scarce and valuable resources, such as land, increased stress in the labour 

market, pressure on the social infrastructure, and a rise in crime (Ediev, 

Coleman, &Scherbov, 2014). Such non-reception ends up in various forms 

of resistance, and stereotypes. The willingness not to accept nor embrace 

migrants eventually generates various virulent vituperations against 

migrants especially those from Africa, perhaps because of the colour of 

their skin and not the content of their character. Recently, young African 

migrants in China have been molested, embarrassed and chased out of their 

apartments. The Chinese labelled these migrants as carriers of the 

coronavirus (Covid-19) (BBC News, 2020; Sun, 2020). What is more, 

policy wise, recipient counties have made promulgations that are 

considered inimical to migrants. Lately, President Donald Trump banned 

certain countries from migrating to the USA. This ban was quite selective 

targeting certain African countries, Venezuela as well as certain Middle 

East countries. More recent is the pause, rather halt on immigration for 60 
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days by the US government, using the coronavirus pandemic as an excuse 

(World population review, 2018; Kapur, 2020). 

Generally, finding decent work, safe and affordable housing with 

linkage to transportation route, as well as opportunity for education, 

remains critical for any migrant. These infrastructures as it were are crucial 

for the migrant’s integration into the new environment. In many cases, this 

is always challenging and tends to be exploitative against the migrant by 

the locals of the receiving communities.  

 

Benefits of Migration 

Over the years, series of questions have been posed as to whether migration 

is wanted or unwanted, rather whether it should be forbidden and tougher 

policies developed to ring-fence the natives of the recipient countries. 

Recent debates and questioning have focused more on the impact of 

migration on the reception country. In this section, we intend to 

demonstrate that migration is not in any way an anathema or unwanted, but 

a veritable phenomenon that many countries on the contrary relish and are 

gaining so much from. We can situate this profit on a continuum, to say 

that it pays both the sending country as well as the reception country. 

However, deliberately, this paper is not concerned with clearly looking at 

the impact of migration on the sending country. The focus abinitio is on the 

receiving country. 

The import of migrants to any receiving country cannot be 

overemphasized, as migrants tend to display diverse cultures within the 

host communities. Countries that attract migrants from several geographical 

regions, tend to enjoy a myriad of cultures that enrich the society, although 

not all cultures are accepted by the host communities as it were. Some 

cultural practices are considered extreme and inhuman (example, female 

genital mutilation), as such the migrants are mistreated. Notwithstanding 

the negative impacts of migration on host populations, there are some cases 

where the host population benefit immensely from the migrants through 

cultural assimilation and induction of new economic practices (Skeldon, 

2001). Social cohesion is induced by certain values such as trust, equity and 

respect. However, these elements are not always present in every situation. 

Some societies display cohesive tendencies for a limited period, while 
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pursuing a common agenda and disperse as soon as they meet those 

objectives. 

Studies have shown that migrants are more entrepreneurial than the 

native population. Many of these studies (Murphy, 2002; Giulietti et al. 

2012) actually make reference to the achievements of migrant 

entrepreneurs in China and the US. For instance, in China, 25% of 

immigrants are self-employed and involved in trade with their country of 

origin. Again, studies have also shown focusing on the United States, that 

circa 25% of US entrepreneurs are migrants to the United States (Pekkala 

Kerr & Kerr, 2016; Quak, 2019). Literature is in exhaustive of the import 

of migration to reception countries. In fact many European countries have 

an aging population that are unproductive. The emergence or presence of 

migrants in such societies boosts productive capacity for such a country. 

Although migration cannot totally accommodate the challenges of an aging 

population, but at best it does provide time to phase in entitlement and 

other reforms, which are still necessary in many countries.  

The catch here is that migrants are more likely to be of working age 

and skilled more than the existing population, therefore more likely to 

contribute to public finances (Clements et al. 2015), which in general term 

can be seen as investment for the receiving community. In another context, 

studies have also revealed that since migrants are usually educated they can 

ignite a lot of changes in a society, particularly in job creation. Hence, 

according to (Docquier et al., 2014) higher immigration leads to more job 

creation and higher demand for people further down the job ladder. Peri et 

al. (2014) maintained that highly educated immigrants contributed to the 

growth of wages for existing workers in recipient countries. In many ways, 

these are jobs that ordinarily would not have been there neither would have 

been created by the government. The gains here is for the recipient country, 

as such is clearly an investment that must not be avoided. The foregoing is 

a brief on the import of migration as it were to the receiving countries. 

Meaning that the migrants of Africa, Asia, Middle East etc. surmount the 

idea of whether they are wanted in Europe, OECD countries or North 

America, rather the evidences shown here are testimonial of how 

quintessential migrants are to these economies, acting so much more as 

development agents. 
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A socially integrated society: Who determines it? 

There is no doubt from the foregoing discussion that migration has 

potential benefits both to the sending as well as the receiving country. 

However, our focus is on the recipient country, albeit migrants are equally 

associated with development for the sending country. Now it is quite 

apparent that migrants are confronted with Herculean challenges upon 

arrival at the other end of the isle. This leads up to the current literature on 

reimagining international migration on a DE colonial spectrum. In this 

section we begin by asking, what should be done to manage and eradicate 

the challenges of migration? The answer seems clear from the title of this 

work, and that is; the social integration of migrants into the receiving 

countries is critical. To that extent, who should be responsible for this 

social integration? And how do we move from dehumanisation of 

migration to decolonisation? We intend to answer all these questions as we 

move on in this section. First we will take a quick look at the concept of 

social integration to have a quick understanding of what it really means. 

The concept of social integration according to Dr Clare Ferguson is the 

process of building the values, relations and institutions necessary to 

achieve that society – a society for all (Ferguson, 2008:3). She argued that 

the goal of social development is to build a society where all and sundry 

will have equality of purpose, and that is quite possible where there are in 

existence institutions that promote a society for all on the principles of 

social justice. The arrival of migrants in the receiving communities is 

usually with great expectations. Such expectations are decent and require 

support for fulfilment. This is where the state and citizens come in to close 

gap. Where such gaps exist and where migrants are taunted or repelled with 

abhorrent policies, it is no longer an anticipation of integration, rather a 

dehumanisation of migrants. The idea then is to disconnect from such 

dehumanisation and embrace a sense of decolonisation with regards to 

migration. According to Achiume (2019): 
 

Decolonization could meaningfully be understood as international 

movement that responds to the asymmetrical benefits structure of co-

dependence in the contemporary global order and seeks to achieve a more 

equitable relationship between center and periphery. In other words, 

global political-economic migration today can be understood as an 

attempted rebalancing of the beneficiaries of an asymmetrical system 
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initiated by many of the very same state sovereigns that now self-

righteously seek the exclusion of these migrants (Achiume, 2017:143). 

 

The social inclusion of migrants without a doubt can be valuable to the 

recipient and home economies of both countries and can thus enable 

migrants to have a capacity to fight against poverty and other draw backs 

that confront them within their new environment. Many people have 

abilities that need to be properly recognized and evaluated. Opportunities 

for intercultural enrichment can also be a catalyst for development and 

peace.  

Where stereotypes become institutionalized, the danger is that it would 

necessarily lead to a colonial perception of migrants and total resistance to 

building a social network of friendliness. Where migrants become unruly, it 

is a response to this colonial perception of dehumanising intrigues. This can 

spark up crime rate and, or violence in various ways that would jeopardize 

peace and tranquillity of the receiving communities; and every society 

needs peace and of course sustainable peace. Migrants also need peace to 

move up the social ladder and ameliorate their social life chances. 

Achieving this is largely dependent on the integrating process and policies. 

It therefore calls to mind that the social integration of migrants must be all 

encompassing, bordering on the social, economic, and political as well as 

cultural dimensions to creating a society for progress. 

 

Conclusion 

This work focused on migration and social integration. In this paper, we set 

out to discredit the notion that migration is unwanted. We have done so by 

highlighting the variegated import of the concept to both the sending and 

receiving communities. We have also shown that many reasons underlie the 

social and political exclusion, economic deprivation, and disadvantages that 

migrant populations often face when they move from one country to the 

other. Migrants’ contributions to receiving communities are clearly 

highlighted and enormous, and the fact that constraints exist as depicted 

here is however for reengineering to entrench social integration. However 

from this work, we have also seen that the recipient countries have not 

demonstrated the clear zeal to act accordingly and be instrumental in 

advancing integration of migrants, this and more creates gaps in 

international migration. Successful integration requires meaningful 



Volume 1, Number 1, January 2021 

 

 33 

interaction between migrants and the receiving society, which means that 

integration must be conceived of as a two-way process. The host or 

recipient society must ensure that the migrant has the opportunity to 

participate in economic, social, cultural, and civil life. Equally, migrants are 

expected to respect the fundamental norms and values of the host society 

and participate actively in the integration process, though they are not 

expected to relinquish their own identity (European Commission, 2003). 

Therefore, policy frameworks must be in place to socially integrate 

migrants. Such policy instruments must practically focus on the recognition 

of diversity, the redistribution of socio-economic resources and of course 

on representation of political voice. Achieving this must also be based on 

mainstreaming government institutions of the receiving countries to have 

effective capacity to deliver policies of social integration and these 

institutions for all practical purposes must be accountable. Beyond the 

realms of this, state must give priority to creating citizenship enlightenment 

for the co-creation of social integration. As the responsibility for creating a 

socially inclusive society lies not only on the government or state, but 

individuals or citizens must also have capacity to build network, embrace 

and accommodate new members of their society who are particularly not 

aboriginal. 

It is time to move on from the dehumanisation to the next level of 

decolonisation of migration. African leadership by far, must also rethink 

migration to reflect pan Africanism as they open up their borders without 

visa whereas Africans are still perceived colonially. 

This is our hope and faith that international organisations and receiving 

countries will synchronize and churn policies that are socially inclusive for 

migrants. That at the end of the day we can say migration has been 

decolonised and the receiving countries are socially integrating with an 

integrated citizenship. 
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Abstract 

Drawing from evidence in sociolinguistics and what Victor Turner (1986) refers 

to as ‘the anthropology of experience’, this paper analyzes immigration from the 

perspective of loanwords into various languages. The specific site of contestation 

is the Hausa language of northern Nigeria. Drawing from the Hausa classical 

dictionary of Bargery (1934), as well as personal ‘anthropology of experience’ 

(Turner, 1986), I analyze the shifting patterns of idiolect, sociolect and 

onomatopoeic migration of Hausa words into linguistic Nigerianism. To provide 

a wider transnational canvas, I first look at the infusion of loanwords from 

various language clusters into the English language, the third most spoken 

language in the world, although the most widely spread.  The main premise of the 

paper is that of language is an ‘intangible’ migrant, often being domesticated in 

social cultures that radically differ from it, whether regionally, nationally or 

globally. This contrasts with the notion of human migration, whether temporary 

or permanent. Language migration is a permanent displacement of words and 

expressions that over time, contribute towards construction of new identities. The 

source of the data is the classical Hausa dictionary of Bargery (1934) and 

personal ‘anthropology of experience’. 

 

 

Introduction 

Studies on migration have traditionally focused on the movement of people, 

whether temporarily, although predominantly permanently, from one 

location to a totally different location, whether in the same country or 

across borders. According to Kleiner (2003, p.10-11),  

 
…the term migration refers to the act or process by which people, 

especially as a group move from one location (city, country, region) to 

another. The term migrant has no legal status. Thus, many nations now 

use the terms immigrant or emigrant. These terms have legal status, and 

they are carefully defined in various national and international legal codes. 

Immigration typically refers to the process of people leaving one nation 

for permanent residence in another. Emigration typically refers to the 

process of people leaving a nation (including emphasis) 
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It is instructive to note that ‘immigration’ here refers to a permanent 

process, not temporary. As Waldinger (2015, p.1) further noted, 

‘immigrants are the people who leave one country behind to settle down 

somewhere else.’ Cross-border migration of the human race has been an 

on-going process since the initial formation of human communities and 

dispersal of the species. These are all tangible migrations. What is not 

tangible is language migration – a process in which words, expressions, and 

phrases leave their native spaces and acquire same or new permanent 

meanings in another locality. As “migrant” itself, language often travels 

with migrants to where they establish roots and either lose it or acquire the 

language of their surroundings. This is more so for temporary migrants 

(e.g. students from a different country who must study a foreign language 

in a university before completing their studies). As language travels from 

one community to another where words, expressions are domesticated to 

the local language situations and gain universal acceptance as “home-

grown” even though the language expressions were either borrowed from 

migrant settlers, or acquired during the period of temporary migration and 

contact through travels and trade.  

This paper looks at what I refer to as the ‘intangible migration’ of 

language with emphasis on linguistic borrowing through the adoption of 

loanwords by both in-groups (residents) and out-groups (settlers). The base 

site of my contestation of consideration of language as a migrant is the 

Hausa language of northern Nigeria and whose lands form a crucible of 

settlement by migrants for centuries, attracting both trans-border migrants 

(predominantly Arabs of North African origin) as well as in-country 

migrants from predominantly non-Muslim communities of southern 

Nigeria. The ‘internal diasporic settlements’ among the Hausa, has not 

shown evidence of any substantive ‘integration’ between the Hausa and 

these migrant settlers – each preferring to maintain its cultural spaces and 

identity. Language, however, rejects these barriers and moves across what I 

refer to as ‘diasporic borders’ and settle in and out of the groups.  

To provide a wider perspective of im/migration of language, I also 

look at how Hausa immigrant words acquired a ‘national’ outlook as 

Nigerianisms, moving from idiolects – speech or words peculiar to a 

person, i.e. the dialect of an individual, which can transit to a commonly 
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adopted expression, thus becoming part of lexical corpus of the individual’s 

in-group – to sociolect which are different ways of using the same 

expression but in different cultures, or out-groups. I use sociolect 

alternatively with Nigerianism, where a Hausa in-group idiolect transited 

‘out-group’ Nigerian cultural setting and became adopted as a migrant 

word being peculiar to Nigeria.  

At the same time, I also argue that even the predominant ‘Nigerian 

official language’ of English itself was formed significantly out of 

intangible migration of loan words from various cultures by the English 

trade, contact and conquest.  

For the Hausa, however, intangible migrant words came mainly into 

their lexical corpus through  their acquisition of Islamic religion, temporary 

migration to other parts of Nigeria, West Africa, or as a result of mingling 

with permanent settlers who refused to give up their linguistic identity, and 

the Hausa “migrated” their language and domesticated it. In this study 

therefore, the question was how Hausa language evolved and devolved 

cultures and societies in a single invisible, but clearly vocal, intangible 

entity which I refer to as the ‘intangible migrant’.  

There were two sources of data for the paper. The first was the 

Dictionary of the Hausa Language by Bargery (1934) which contained 

words and expressions that are uniquely Hausa and based on Bargery’s 

fieldwork in northern Nigeria in early parts of the 19th century. This 

translates Hausa words, complete with etymology and regionalism, into 

English. It was made available on the Web at http://maguzawa.dyndns.ws/. 

The entries included A Hausa-English Dictionary (39,000 words) and 

English-Hausa Vocabulary (4,600 words). Although there were other 

Hausa to English dictionaries (e.g. Abraham. 1962; Skinner, 1965; 

Newman & Newman, 1977; Newman, 1990; and Awde, 1996, and), the 

one by Rev. Bargery remained the ‘gold standard’ in terms of quintessential 

capturing of words that are as close to the ‘non-modern’ Hausa as possible. 

In 2006, a first Hausa-to-Hausa dictionary was published by the Center for 

the Study of Nigerian Languages as Ƙamusun Hausa na Jami'ar Bayero 

(Bayero University Kano, 2006). However, I did not use this because I was 

more interested in unique Hausa idiolects that became sociolects and that 

can be attributed to pre-modern usage of Hausa language.  

http://maguzawa.dyndns.ws/
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The second source of data was not based on any specified dictionary, 

but part of my personal experience as L1 Hausa speaker, a methodology 

that Turner and Turner (1982) refer to as ‘the anthropology of experience’. 

This methodology gives an embedded ethnographer the methodological 

legitimacy to expertly provide observations, perspectives, notions and 

nuances of language, dress, behavior codes, food habits and other forms of 

social discourse as a ‘privileged insider’ and therefore as a primary 

reference. My analytical focus will be on two languages and  how various 

loanwords – my ‘intangible immigrants’ – became adopted in the two 

languages as a result of contact, trade or settlement. I will focus on English 

and Hausa languages. The data for the English use of intangible migrants in 

various lexical expressions is commonly available from many writers (e.g. 

Kuthe, 2007; Haspelmath, 2009; Durkin, 2014; Gonzáles, 2017 among 

others).  

 

The Intangible Tangibility of Languages of the World  

I begin the exploration of the intangible migrant concept with the English 

language, spoken by both native and non-native speakers of the language 

across the world. It is fatuous to attempt an English language mapping, 

suffice to say it is the most widely spread language in the world, even 

though it is only the third widely native spoken language, after Chinese and 

Portuguese. I start with English due to its obtrusive presence in all 

communities, and proceed to show how the language benefitted from the 

presence of ‘intangible migrants’ through language acquisition, adoption 

and adaptation.  

Perhaps due to the extensive travels of the British, especially through 

colonialism, slavery and trade, the language had absorbed intangible 

migrant words from other languages and groups and over the centuries, the 

words became to be seen as authentic English words. Detailed linguists 

such as Durkin (2014) indicate the high degree of lexical borrowing or 

what I refer as intangible migration, of words from many languages, such 

as Scandinavian, Celtic, German, into the English language, especially the 

English spoken in the Middle Ages. The migration of words into English 

from Spanish, for instance, is illustrated by Algeo (2017, 13-14), who noted 

that: 
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…Spanish words that English borrowed not directly from Spanish, but 

through some other language, are regarded not as Spanish loans, but rather as 

from the language of direct or “immediate” borrowing. Thus, Spanish or 

Portuguese baranda, varanda ‘handrail, balcony’ was introduced into Hindi, 

Bengali, and other Indie languages, and from the latter was borrowed into 

Anglo-Indian and thence into general English as veranda. Despite its 

“ultimate” Iberian origin, as far as English is concerned, the word is an Indie 

borrowing. 

 

In this we see how intangiblea word is when it traveled from the Iberian 

Peninsula, to India and back to Europe, and eventually became part of 

World expression in English; for even the Hausa refer to it as ‘baranda’.  

However, even without having to revert back to sources of origin, many 

words in the English language were Indie (Pal 2016). These include:  

 

English Word Hindi Origin Meaning 

jungle jangar wild wasteland 

dinghy dingiya small rowing boat 

pajamas payajama leg clothing 

juggernaut jagannath yatra giant carriage  

thug thag thief/swindler 

shampoo champo squeeze, knead or massage 

lut loot plunder or steal 

bangla bungalow one storey house 

 

The Hindi word paanch means ‘five’ and refers to the number of fruits used 

to make the drink of the same name (something like ‘five alive’ in Nigerian 

marketing). The drink and the word transited into English as punch which 

is a type of drink, but the word is also used to mean to ‘hit’.  

Suzanne Kemmer of Rice University, United States was able to 

compile a compendium of intangible immigrant words that entered into the 

English language from other languages (2019).  The original list was 

compiled for her course, LING 216 and provides a vast array of such 

immigrant loanwords. Some of them and their sources are indicated in 

Table 1. The table also includes sources from Turkish (Demir, 2016), 

French and German (Sitzman, 2016), and Arabic (Arabic, 2017). 
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Table 1. Intangible Immigrants into English lexicon 
 

Spanish Dutch German Amerindian Italian French Turkish Arabic  

armada booze noodle  Squash arsenal grenade beg academic 

marijuana landscape lager Canoe umbrella bigot doodle demography 

alligator onslaught blitzkrieg cannibal motto clique horde diplomacy 

armadillo coleslaw poodle Tobacco studio sachet kaftan canary 

mosquito stockfish bum hurricane ghetto ballet kiosk philosophy 

ranch dollar kindergarten Maize balcony saloon lackey doctorate 

tornado split   Potato piano bayonet mammoth surrealism 

guitar uproar  chocolate torso chassis quiver physics 

vigilante leak  Chili violin garage shawarma tuna 

barricade smuggle   cartoon cafe yogurt giraffe 

bravado cruise    entrepreneur  cat 

cannibal sketch    genre  drama 

desperado cookie      folklore 

embargo curl      mythology 

 

These words were acquired, as noted earlier, through trade, contact, 

conquest and settlement in the various areas where the British domesticated 

the various words as their own – raising the question of whether they do not 

have such equivalents in their own language to begin with. However, that is 

the nature of the immigrant – the far side sites of contestations bring a 

greater stimulus than local ecosystems, for such contacts enrich not only 

the language, through enhanced lexical properties, but also the experiences 

of its users.  

The causalities of lexical borrowing are identified as 

either need or prestige (Hock & Joseph, 1996). As they further explained, 

need is an internal cause, emerging out of a changing socio-cultural 

environment. Prestige is an external cause, where languages of more 

powerful cultural spheres become sources for loans in other languages. 

Powerful and intellectual languages such as Greek, Latin, German, Russian 

and English are frequent loan-givers in history, although English is also a 

frequent loan-taker. In any event, a designation for a new concept is always 

created when a new ‘arrival’ is integrated into the community of speakers. 

This designation may alter the original phonetics of the immigrant word, 

thus integrating it into the linguistic vocabulary of its new community.  
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Idiolectic and Sociolect Intangible Immigrants 

While I prefer to use the term ‘intangible migrant’ to refer to the central 

core of my thesis of an immigrant without a border – traveling, gossamer-

like in-and-out of various vocalisms and meaning constructions, 

nevertheless sociolinguists will see my ‘intangible migrant’ more easily 

recognizable as words and expressions that have been borrowed or loaned 

from one linguistically different in-group to another and domesticated by 

the second group. Additionally, they could refer to idiolectic words that 

were created by one group (even within an in-group, e.g. families) and 

through travels and contact, become a standard referent for a particular 

concept.  

It is instructive to note that I distinguish between neologism – newly 

coined word or expression – and an adopted immigrant word. ‘Google’, for 

instance, is a neologism used to refer to searching for information on the 

Internet. The ‘teleseminar’ and ‘webinar’ are also neologisms that acquired 

higher visibility and currency during the Coronavirus Pandemic in 2020 

which forced, mainly learning activities, as well as some social interactions, 

to online media, rather than in-person experiences. Webinar is simply a 

seminar held via Internet. This has been going on since the days of Video 

Conferencing in the 1990s, but gained new hegemony in the face of total 

lockdown of social interactivity imposed by the need to keep physical 

distance among participants.   

Idiolect, on the other hand, as I referred earlier is an in-group 

expression/word belonging to a distinct group of users. A typical example 

is the Kano word ‘Tal’udu’, which on the surface, appears Arabic; but is 

not. I restricted it to Kano because that was where it was created and the 

only place where it has any meaning. It refers to the junction in the heart of 

the city of Kano that will lead to Bayero University Kano (Gwarzo Road). 

The road that bisected the city into two, leading to the junction was built by 

a British construction company, Taylor Woodrow, with their names 

plastered boldly on their plant and machinery which were parked at the 

junction. Locals, unable to pronounce ‘Taylor Woodrow’ simply created an 

onomatopoeic ‘Tal’udu’ as name for the junction – something which it 

carries up to now and has become a referent for visitors as a compass point.   

Indeed, the travels of the intangible migrant to a new home (and from 

there, yet again, to another ‘home’) constitute the corpus of agreed 
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vocabularies due to the domestication of the intangible migrant, before it 

moves to another group. The domestication itself moves through stages. 

The first is what I call ‘primary’ stage which refers to the initial interface 

between ‘in-group and ‘target’ out-groups. The second, ‘secondary’ stage is 

when the intangible migrant leaves the in-group, and becomes domesticated 

by a third group, and so on. Thus these travels qualifies language as a 

migrant, with no fixed abode, leaving its original ‘base’, where it may or 

may not be remembered, and losing its identity, although not its roots, in its 

‘secondary’ settlement. While my main focus will be on Northern Nigerian 

Hausa (or those who self-identity as primarily Hausa), I will also look at 

how the Hausa have contributed intangible migrants to the Nigerian 

lexicon, and how the English language itself, which came to define our 

political identity is a hodge-podge of various intangible migrants from 

various languages.  

Adopted words, if you accept, intangible migrants, make sense only if 

they are referents to something that does not exist in the target out-group, 

which leads to domestication, but with the same meaning, albeit different 

pronunciation or spelling from the primary in-group source. By ‘intangible 

migrant’, I also refer to the movement of idiolects, constructed “as a set of 

abstract phonetic sentences, form-earnings pairs consisting, in the case of a 

spoken rather than a written or signed idiolect, of a structured phonetic 

sound sequence…and a meaning of this sequence (Sackmann 2009, p. 5). A 

perfect example of this idiolect migrant is the Hausa word, Inyamiri. The 

Hausa of northern Nigeria refer to the Igbo people as Inyamirai (pl. 

Inyamira, fem.) This community idiolect does not translate Igbo, as the 

Hausa term for Yoruba, which is Yarabawa. Inyamiri is a corrupted form 

of Igbo expression, “nye m mmiri”, which means “bring me water”.  The 

Hausa idiolect for this became corrupted as Inyamiri, using a combination 

of idiolectic and onomatopoeic devices to modify the word, mmiri (water) 

onomatopoeically as Inyamiri.  The idiolect then underwent semantic 

expansion and became plural ‘Inyamirai for the whole of Igbos. It thus 

became intangible migrant with repeated use among the Hausa before it 

migrated to other groups in the north of Nigeria who also refer to the Igbo 

as ‘Inyamirai’, thus becoming a Hausa sociolect as a dialect of specific 

group, but semantically adopted as part of increasing Nigerianisms, by 
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which I mean linguistic adoptions that have become either regional or 

national.  

This idiolect differs from a specific word that has a definitive meaning 

in its original ‘home’, but migrated to another society where it became 

more or less a referent, to the people who use it. A typical example is the 

Hausa word ‘aboki’ which means ‘friend’. In southern Nigeria (at least 

across the Niger bridge), it is used often in a derogatory way to refer to any 

northerner, regardless of whether they are Hausa or not. This is because of 

the predominant perception of southern Nigerians that anyone north of the 

Niger Bridge is Hausa because Hausa is a common community language in 

the area, despite the massive variety of languages available in the area. 

‘Aboki’ is used in the same way that ‘Nigger’ is used in the United States 

by Whites to refer to Blacks, even though, ironically, the Blacks themselves 

have domesticated the idiolect as an in-group reference, as evidenced by 

the numerous use of the word in the songs of Black, Latino and even White 

rappers in the US (for which, see, for example, LaGrone, 2000; Armstrong, 

2004; Harkness 2008).  

As noted earlier ‘aboki’ in Hausa simply means ‘friend’, and Hausa 

migrants in southern Nigeria who find it difficult to pronounce non-Hausa 

and non-Islamic names (even southern Nigerian Muslim names, like 

‘Muroino , for Hausa ‘’Imran’) simply referred to their hosts as ‘aboki na’ 

(my friend). The word became idiolectic among southern Nigerians to refer 

to northerners, or at least the Hausa. The Hausa living in the south that I 

have interacted with were amused by this, as they do not feel offended at all 

by being called ‘aboki’. This is because the southern idiolectic immigrant is 

honorific to its northern roots, since you refer to a person as a  ‘friend’ 

when you really trust them. To emphasize this point, the southern idiolectic 

immigrant word was adopted by Isma’il Abdullahi who was born in the 

semi-Hausa community of Agege in Lagos. He is a rapper and adopts the 

name ‘BMERI Aboki’ as a stage name, thus indigenizing the idiolectic slur 

as a personal identity tag which gave him high audial visibility both in the 

north and in the south (as Aboki). BMERI Aboki often sings in Hausa, 

Pidgin English and Yoruba.  

Another Hausa intangible immigrant idiolect is ‘suya’. In its Hausa 

linguistic home it means ‘frying’ (as a verb) and is used to refer to roasted 

meat, a dish of the Hausa street cafes. The actual name of the meat product 
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is ‘tsire’ – skewered cow meat on sticks which is marinated in spices and 

roasted close to burning logs. A similar meat meal is ‘balangu’ which is 

grilled meat, usually of lamb or goat (ƙaramardabba; smaller animal), 

although lamb meat is preferable due to its sweeter – and healthier – taste. 

Southern Nigerian clients of the Hausa who sell these types of meats 

somehow created an idiolect, ‘suya’ to refer to any meat sold by the Hausa. 

Yet ‘suya’ refers to fried meat, especially during the Eid-al-Huda (the 

Abrahamic festival) celebrated once a year by all Muslims including Hausa 

Muslims, during which sacrifices with various religiously allowed animals 

were made, and the meat fried and distributed to the needy, but most 

especially neighbors, regardless of the animal, at least in Nigeria (other 

countries that celebrate the festival do not necessarily fry the meat, but 

freeze it and simply use it in cooking). But idiolectically, the southerners 

refer to fried meat ‘nama’, which simply means ‘meat’ in a generic sense 

(raw, cooked, fried, grilled, etc). Some Hausa entrepreneurs, knowing that 

the Hausa easily distinguish between ‘suya’ and ‘tsire’, seized the 

opportunity of marketing visibility to advertise their companies as ‘suya’ 

spots. A famous example the Yahuza Suya Spot franchise, as illustrated in 

Fig. 1. 

 

 
 

Fig. 1. Deceptive, but effective marketing of ‘Suya’ 
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It is instructive that Yahuza Suya Spot does not market fried meat, but 

roasted or grilled meat. But they adopted the ‘Suya’ name to appeal to 

general Nigerianism.  

There are other words that belong to one group but become national in 

use, sharing, ironically enough, the same meaning across different 

linguistic communities (thus further qualifying my expression of 

‘intangible migrant’). An example is ‘wahala’. This is a Hausa word 

meaning ‘trouble’, ‘suffering’, ‘bothersome’. However, it has become 

Nigerianized as meaning ‘trouble’, often substituting as a similar word in 

English, but used to emphasize its Nigerian idiolectic origin. For instance: 

 
*NSE Please stop bothering me Pidgin Abeg, make una no give me wahala 

 I don’t want any 

suffering/trouble from her (a 

distinct biological female) 

 I no want any woman wahala 

 I am tired of his 

troublesomeness 

 I don tire for em wahala sef 

 I find his demands too much  I find em wahala too much 

 

In each of these examples, the intangible immigrant word retains it root 

meaning across the various linguistic expressions and sentence 

constructions. Thus ‘wahala’ can be, tired, trouble, weary, fed-up, etc. – 

generally dissatisfaction. A Hausa immigrant word has thus become a 

sociolect – as the dialect of a particular group of Nigerians, in this case, 

Pidgin English speakers who cut a massive swathe around the country. 

When the Hausa use the word ‘wahala’ they use it in its correct placement 

as non-migrant word, while Nigerians who prefer Standard English (i.e. 

NSE or ‘proper’ English) avoid its usage in their sentence construction as a 

non-English word, even if they can speak Pidgin English.  

‘Wayo’ is another Nigerian sociolect, with distinct origin in Hausa 

before migrating to Nigerianism. In its original Hausa version, it has two 

meanings: cunning and its synonymic variants: shrewdness, artfulness, 

wiliness, trickery, finesse, intrigue, slyness, deception, etc. For instance,  

 
NSE He is not a trustworthy person Pidgin Na wayo man, abeg, forget am 

 He is too clever-by-half  He has too much wayo 
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The second meaning is passage of boyhood. For instance: 

 
Hau An haife ni a Sakkwato, amma na 

yi wayo na a Legas 

NSE I was born in Sokoto but grewup 

in Lagos 

 

In this example, the protagonist uses the original word as a sociolect which 

provides a radically different, but acceptable alternative variant to its other 

synonymic derivatives.  The Hausa also use ‘wayo’ to refer to a child’s lack 

of knowledge/experience, deftness, etc. of things because of tender age: 

 
Hau Yaro ne, ba shi da wayo NSE He is a child, and not wise enough 

 Ɗan kauye ne, ba shi da wayo  He is from a village, a simpleton 

 

The late Nigerian Afrobeat musician Fela Anikulapo Kuti (1938-1997) 

brought out the word, wayo, as a Nigerian sociolect more forcefully in his 

political protest performance of Army Arrangement (Celluloid Records, 

1985) as in the following few lines: 

 

Them set up inquiry/ 

Them say money no lost o/ 

Them dabaru everybody/ 

… 

Give me money, put am together/ 

*Army arrangement!*/ 

Wayowayo, put am together.../ 

*Army arrangement!*/ 

… 

Na wayo government we dey o/ 

E gba mi o/ 

Na rigima government we dey o/ 

Ye paripa o/ 

 

It is interesting that Fela’s lyrics also used two other Hausa words, dabaru 

(pl; dabara, sing.) which refer to ‘deception’ in his verse, but actually 

means ‘resourcefulness’ in Hausa. The second Hausa word is ‘rigima’, 

which means constantly living beyond one's income but is used colloquially 

as troublesomeness. In this context of protest (whether Hausa or 
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Nigerianism as used in Fela’s Army Arrangement protest song), however, it 

is also used to refer to seeking for  trouble, viz: 

 

Hau Ya faye rigima NSE He is always seeking trouble 

 

Fela’s use of wayo, dabaru and rigima in the performance is the provision 

of Hausa immigrant sociolects that have gained common Nigerian 

currency, although ‘dabaru’ and ‘rigima’ are not regularly used 

Nigerianisms.  

Fela’s further contribution to Nigerianism through adopted coinage 

was the popularization of the nicknames given to Traffic Wardens, ‘yellow 

fever’. In a conversation recorded with Veal (2000) but published only in 

2000, Fela claimed that the term ‘yellow fever’ was first coined in Mushin, 

Lagos in 1975 to refer to the newly introduced Traffic Wardens by the 

Federal Government of Nigeria. This nickname, derived from the orange 

tunics, served as inspiration for Fela’s blistering attack on Nigerian Black 

women who bleach their skins to appear white, but actually appear pinkish. 

This was captured in his performance, Yellow Fever (Afrodisia, 1976), as 

the following spliced verses from the song show: 

 

Original and artificial he dey!/ 

Bom bom bom, tell me now.../ 

…  

Artificial catch you/ 

You be man or woman/ 

Na you go catch am yourself/ 

Na your money go do am for you/ 

You go yellow pass yellow/ 

You go catch moustache for face/ 

You go get your double colour/ 

Your yansh go black like coal/ 

You self go think say you dey fine/ 

Who say you fine?/ 

 

While the bleaching did not stop among both Nigerian men and women 

who wanted to appear white, the tendency among women transited to 
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wearing European style wigs, creating an interesting urban landscape of 

dark-skinned women with ‘blonde’ hair.  

The final Hausa sociolect used by Fela was ‘yanga’. Fela’s use of the 

word Yanga was in his 1972 performance, ‘Trouble Sleep, Yanga Go Wake 

Am’ from the album Music of Fela - Roforofo Fight (Jofabro Records, 

1972), although in a different context, as the following verse 1 shows: 

 

When trouble sleep/ 

Yanga go wake am/ 

Waking him dey find/ 

Palaver, he dey find/ 

Palaver, he go get-e o)/ 

Palaver, he go get/ 

Palaver/ 

 

Yanga in this context refers to ‘palaver’, an informal English word 

referring to unnecessary attention or fuss. The song therefore refers to ‘let 

sleeping dogs lie’ mantra. The word, popularized through Fela’s music in 

the southern part of Nigeria has become a Nigerianism Hausa immigrant 

retaining its original Hausa meaning where, it means “putting on airs and 

graces”, something akin to showing ‘class’ or taking time to do something 

due to perceived importance of the protagonist, or even refusing to do 

something. For example: 

 
Hau Ki/ka daina yi min yanga NSE [gender] Stop putting on airs and graces; 

Stop wasting my time 

 

‘Awuf; may not sound Hausa, but it is, and the actual spelling is ‘a-wufu’, 

which means ‘worthless’ or ‘cheaply’. The Hausa often use it to refer to 

items (mainly clothing or electrical items) claimed to be ‘Igbo-made’ or 

‘ɗan jabu or jabu (from Ijebu Ode, a town on Ogun State of Nigeria), both 

expressions referring to low quality of overseas imported items purchased 

from these areas, at least in the early 1950s and 1960s. This was at the same 

time the Hausa expression ‘okirka’ was used to refer to second-hand 

clothing from Okrika in Rivers, which was a port town, and therefore a 

transit for goods, especially clothing, from overseas, most of which were 

second-hand. The Hausa use ‘okirka’ to refer to second-hand clothing, and 
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‘ɗan jabu’or ‘jabu’ for substandard products of low quality. Both okirka 

and jabu are adapted idiolects but have become northern Nigerian 

sociolects due to their use even among non-Hausa linguistic groups. It is 

instructive that Shagamu, a Hausa trading camp  which became a 

settlement (‘zango’) is less than 40 kilometers from Ijebu Ode, and the use 

of ‘ɗan jabu’ by the Hausa was a migrant use of the word for the products 

they purchased from nearby Ijebu Ode and eventually transported to the 

north. It is likely that these ‘sub-standard’ goods were only imported to 

these areas from where they were distributed to Hausaland and acquired 

their unsavory status. The word, ‘Awuf’, however, has migrated into 

Nigerianism, retaining its base Hausa lexical meaning of something 

unworthy, or something that is free of charge (FOC) because it has no 

value, in Nigerianism.   

Another intangible immigrant is the Hausa word ‘cuwa-cuwa’. It 

actually means eager to be off, or to see what is coming, akin to people 

clustering around and gawking at an accident in curious to see what is 

happening. It became a Nigerianism sociolect in the early 1990s when fuel 

queues started forming due to fuel shortage at gas stations. Often motorists 

would come out of their vehicles and go to the gas pumps, just looking – 

the bunching-up of people at the gas pumps is actually ‘cuwa-cuwa’ – for 

they are all eager to see what is going on. The word is also used to refer to 

many people trying to get out of the same door after an indoor activity. 

However, it jumped into Nigerianism when other motorists thought that 

those at the pumps were trying to jump the queues, so they pleaded with 

them to ‘stop cuwa-cuwa at the pumps/ku daina cuwa-cuwa wajen bayar da 

fetur’. Non-Hausa security forces – mainly soldiers, drafted to keep peace – 

thought the word means crookedness and therefore it acquired its lexical 

expansion to Nigerianism as referring to anything that is shady or not 

straight. Its neologistic variants are ‘wuru-wuru’, ‘gada-gada’, ‘mago-

mago’, ‘muna-muna’, etc.  

Similarly turenchi (proper: turanci) is a Hausa compound idiolect for 

English language that has acquired Nigerianism, as in dogon turenchi, ‘big 

grammar’. The Hausa call the English ‘Bature’, from where his language, 

‘Turanci’ is derived. Yet in its original derivation, Bature referred to a 

Turkish person, viz,  Baturke (someone from Turkey) and became 

corrupted to Bature to refer to White people  Uniquely Kano, the term 
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Baturke became corrupted to Bature because the Kano central mosque was 

built by the Turks and during the process of building it, the engineers came 

to be referred to as Baturke. Historically and etymologically, however, a 

person from England would be Baingile, (cf. Baindiye, someone from 

India) but the Hausa used Nasara (a White Christian, regardless of 

nationality) to refer to the British before adopting the Bature idiolect and 

its associated migrant linguistic connotations.   

A final example of Hausa immigrant sociolect that has become a 

common Nigerianism is ‘shikena’. The actual Hausa expression is ‘shi ke 

nan’ which means ‘that is all’. The improper structure in Hausa is 

‘shikenan’ as a single word; but it is actually three words (shi – that; ke – 

is; nan – it/all) compacted together. The sociolect ‘shikena’ mispronounced 

by non-Hausa and used as a Nigerianism adopted its root reference to 

‘finality’ in any discourse or decision, or ‘that’s it’. 

The Yoruba of Nigeria have also contributed intangible immigrant 

words to Nigerian sociolect. For example, ‘Oga’, a Yoruba word spelt as 

ọ̀gá, meaning chief, boss, master, etc., has become domesticated as a 

Nigerian sociolect for a ‘master’, or at least someone who is generous, 

across linguistic groups. In some instances, it even refers to feminist 

tendencies of women. Despite its appearance in the Oxford Dictionary as of 

Yoruba origin, there are contestations about its exact origin. However, 

regardless of its origin, it has become virtually African sociolect. For 

instance, 

 
NPE She is the real oga at the top NSE She is the master/in control 

 

Used in a somewhat derogatory fashion, a woman being “oga at the top” 

refers to a woman who is assertive, or highly aware of her rights, and who 

is in control of a particular situation; reversing the situation where the ‘oga’ 

is always the male creature and is expected to be at ‘the top’ – both a sexual 

innuendo and social power handle.  

Another common example of Yoruba Nigerianism is ‘bolekaja’. In its 

original context, it means ‘come down, let’s fight’, so it is apparently a 

concinnated word, just like Hausa ‘shikena’. As Anyaegbunam 1993, p. 

iii), pointed out, the term bolekaja  
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derives from the mass transit system in Lagos and other parts of Western 

Nigeria that depends in part on rather unreliable vehicles known as 

mammy-wagons. The bodies of mammy-wagons are locally built from 

wood and corrugated iron sheets while the chassis, though originally 

imported, are often junk-yard retrievals that may already be past their 

prime. 

 

It subsequently came to be used as a Nigerianism sociolect to refer to any 

‘road-side’, ‘worthless’ items, behaviors or even thoughts considered to be 

of little or no value. Ironically, the wooden-bodied trucks are still as strong, 

reliable and in use on Nigerian roads as ever – belying the perception of 

their ultimate low quality consumerism, such that radical Pan-African 

writers like Chinweizu, Jemie and Madubuike (1983) described themselves 

as ‘bolekaja critics’ due to their staunch belief in rescuing Africa's prose 

literature from what they perceived as the dominant Eurocentric criticism 

(Maduka, 1989).  

 

Hausa, the Sahara, and the Arabic Language 

As Awagana and Wolff (2009) pointed out, Arabic stands out as the most 

frequent donor language to Hausa language. This was because of the 

contact between Hausa and Islam, though not Arabs, since 13th century. 

Islam was brought to Hausa by Wangara merchant clerics (Palmer, 1908), 

and contact with the Arabs was only through scholar-travelers who visited 

courts of the various rulers of Hausaland. Arabs started migration to the 

Hausa cities of Katsina and Kano due to the commercial potentials of the 

cities as the terminus of the trans-Saharan trade, bringing goods and 

services across the Sahara. They eventually began to settle in Katsina 

before moving to Kano due to greater commercial viability of Kano. The 

intrusion of intangible immigrant languages into Hausa lexicon, however, 

had more to do with the earlier African Muslim contact between the Hausa 

through Islamic religion, than any social contact with the latter White Arab 

merchants who maintained, by and large, in-group cohesion, rarely 

mingling with their African hosts, with a few intermarriages across the 

races. Because of this in-group barrier, the Arabs have not really 

contributed to the Hausa vocabulary through social discourse. As Awagana, 

& Ekkehard Wolff (2009, p.150) further noted,  

 



Volume 1, Number 1, January 2021 

 

 55 

in the context of African languages, contact scenarios, routes and 

intermediaries even for clearly borrowed words are hard to establish and 

almost impossible to prove beyond doubt. The reasons are scarcity of data 

on potential donor or intermediary languages, lack of historical 

documentation and of methodologically sound reconstructions, lack of 

robust dialectological evidence even for the target language. Judgment, 

therefore, often remains intelligent guesswork 

 

The intangibility of language as a migrant is demonstrated in the 

relationship between Arabic and Hausa. According to Abubakar (1972), as 

much as 40% of the corpus of words that constitute Hausa language is 

made up of Arabic words, especially from 1750-1960. And while the Fulani 

Islamic jihad of 1804 to 1807 created new theocratic dynasties in northern 

Nigeria, it also created a curious migratory language scenario – the Fulani 

conquerors eventually lost their Pulaar language and adopted the Hausa, 

simply because the only way they could communicate to their new 

dominions was in Hausa.  

The trade between the Hausa, Arabs, Tuaregs, as well as contact with 

Nigerian ethnicities has contributed to inward intangible migration of 

words and expressions into the Hausa language, often obscuring the origin 

of the words in the lexical borrowing.  

The Hausa word for “diplomacy” (‘diblomasiyya/diplomaciyya’) for 

instance, is the same as for Arabic which the Hausa acquired through 

contact with the Arabs; and it is the domestication of the English word, 

‘diplomacy’. The Arabs convert ‘p’ to ‘b’ in the written, and often, spoken 

form (e.g. Sudanese version of Arabic). Thus, for instance, ‘Pepsi’ is 

‘Bebsi’. Similarly, ‘canary’ migrated from Arabic to Hausa as ‘kanari’, the 

yellow crested bird, which was kept as a house pet among the more affluent 

Hausa due to its melodic chirps. Table 2 shows other lexical borrowings 

into the Hausa language. 

 



Table 2. West African Lexical Borrowings in Hausa 

 
Berber Hausa English Pulaar Hausa English 

Ayaran ayari caravan Allah seini alasaini (pl) May Allah make you happy 

takarde takarda paper All reini alaraini (pr) May Allah  protect you 

takoba takobi sword Allah sabbi nane alasubbinani (h) May Allah prolong your  life 

cokal cokali spoon kindirmu kindirmo curdled milk 

kanwa kanwa potassium bukkaro bukka hut 

ejaq jaki donkey burtol burtali cattle path 

aurak auraki tooth brush jalloru jallo gourd jerry can 

akala akala focus burugal burugali kitchen utensil 

azurf azurfa siver Baff baffa uncle (paternal) 

mamaki mamaki surprise Kawu kawu uncle (maternal) 

ashiq ice firewood goggo gwaggo aunt (paternal female) 

tindi turmi mortar ndottijo dattijo old man/decorous behavior 

sabro sauro mosquito ndottaku dattaku gentlemanly behavior 

teku teku ocean    

 



The trans-Saharan trade between Kano and northern Africa, passing 

through the Berber lands has resulted in the domestication of words and 

expressions peculiar to the Berbers as a result of contact and trade further 

down south (see, particularly, Kossman, 2005) This has enriched the Hausa 

language since the domesticated words have now become ‘indigenous’ to 

their new abode.  

Further, the Hausa domestication of ‘immigrant’ Arab loanwords is 

associated with literacy and prestige, since the Arabic language is the 

language of the Qur’ān. The more a Hausa speaker’s inclusion and 

intonation of Arabic words in a conversation, the greater the prestige of the 

speaker, for it communicates a high level of sophistication – much in the 

same way African English speakers try as much as possible to imitate the 

‘correct’ way of speaking English to reflect their own sophistication. For 

the typical Muslim Hausa speaker, it is considered more prestigious to 

gravitate towards Arabism in speech patterns and use of immigrant words, 

than English, regardless of the level of contemporary education of the 

speaker.  

The case of Fulɓe language, or what the Hausa refer to as Fulatanci is 

extremely curious in linguistic adaption. The jihād of 1804, variously 

labeled as religious (Adelẹyẹ, 1971),  or “Fulani” jihad (Last, 1974), in 

reference to the ethnicity of its progenitor Usman bin Fodiyo (or Usman 

ɗan Fodiyo, as the Hausa refer to him, decimating the Arabic ‘ibn’ – son of 

– to its more domesticated equivalent ‘ɗan’), created a form of colonialism 

in which power, spirituality and arms were brought to bear to conquer the 

Hausa states and install Fulani dominance and aristocracy. However, the 

Fulani realized enough that their language was not universal and had to 

communicate with their subjects in the dominant Hausa language; 

eventually leading to the substitution of the Fulɓe language with Hausa, 

even in the ruling houses. Thus, the presence of Fulɓe words in the Hausa 

language is few as indicated in Table 2. 

Other Nigerian languages also immigrated into the Hausa language, 

being ‘clothed’ and domesticated to the linguistic intonation of the Hausa. 

A list of a few of these intangible immigrants into the Hausa language is 

given in Table 3.  

 



 

 

Table 3. Nigerian Lexical Borrowings in Hausa 

 

 
Kanuri Hausa English Yoruba Hausa English Nupe Hausa English 

kasugu kasuwa Market Paki Kwaki Garri gulu ungulu vulture 

tubo turba path/road Kpeno kwano Metal bowl gbamgba agwagwa duck 

sango sango gun harpoon Agogo agogo watch kplaba kwalba bottle 

fure fure flower Apoti akwati box iyelye alele Moin-moin 

tambari tambari seal Gele gyale Head cover bente bante pant 

algaita algaita trumpet Fshana ashana matches    

ganga ganga drum Dokita likita doctor    

birni birni city Patapata kwata-kwata finally    

goyi gwani expert Pali kwali carton    

yarima yarima prince Gangan ganga drum    

 



It is interesting to note the onomatopoeic nature of the domestications in 

most cases. In Yoruba, for instance, the word for box, ‘apoti’ became the 

Hausa ‘akwati’, sharing similar tonal qualities. In such cases of intangible 

immigrants being domesticated in their new homes, the question that begs 

to be answered was, what word do the Hausa use for boxes (as well as other 

objects with local equivalent) – or was it that they had no boxes until they 

came in contact with the Yoruba? 

 

Conclusions 

With these evidences of intangible migration of language as adopted, 

adapted, and loanwords, the question then becomes, what is the specific 

gravity of identity? I will deliberately not answer this question, as there is 

no answer to it. However, going back to my site of contestation, I would 

like to use the template of racial identity in northern Nigeria. As Sowell 

(1996, p. 38), pointed out migration is not just merely a relocation of bodies 

but, more fundamentally, a redistribution of skills, experience, and other 

‘human capital’ across the planet. It is the process of cultural change that 

has transformed nations and continents.’ It is the cultural exchange 

emphasis that I would want to close this discourse through language, 

migration and identity. My arguments, so far, have been on acquisition of 

loanwords from one language to another. The loanwords incorporated in 

various languages have nevertheless enabled such language users to retain a 

cohesive identity. This is because adoption and usage of key loanwords 

might be just for social, rather than in-group discourse and conversations – 

thus retaining the overall ‘herd’ or ‘group’ identity.  

For centuries, people have engaged in a series of migratory movements 

along various national corridors as traders, refugees, scholars, merchants 

and opportunists. Such movements – of both human and material goods – 

more recently seen in economic context as globalization has subsequently 

increased the complexity of ethnic configurations of communities 

throughout the ages and defined how isolated and monolithic communities 

construct their identity and sense of nationhood.  

Thus words, as intangible immigrants weave in and out of societies, 

countries, continents and change status from being idiolectic to sociolectic 

where they are adopted as belonging to any community of users, regardless 

of the source of origin – thus making them truly migrants, as they have no 

intension of reverting back to their origin and leaving the lexicon of their 

adopters.  
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Abstract 

While the impact of globalization cannot be overemphasized, there is a downside 

of the policy which is its implication in diet as a risk factor of non-communicable 

diseases. Studies indicate an increased consumption of western diet rich in 

saturated fats, salt, processed foods and a reduction in staple traditional foods. 

This nutrition transition has been implicated in the paradigm disease shift from 

communicable diseases, which has otherwise plagued sub-Saharan African to no 

communicable diseases. The central objective of this paper is to investigate how 

nutrition transition as a result of globalization affects traditional dietary pattern; 

the study based on health framework is used to explain the complex inter-

relationship between globalization and nutritional transition. We conduct a desk 

analysis of literatures on medical sciences, epidemiology study, economic 

policies, in sub-Saharan Africa; the findings from this study are used to suggest 

appropriate policy that enhance trade and policy in sub-Saharan Africa.   

 

Keywords: globalization, nutrition transition, non-communicable diseases, diet.    

 

Introduction 

The UN General Assembly in 2011 declared that one of the major 

challenges for development in the twenty first century is the threat of non-

communicable diseases. Non-communicable diseases often called chronic 

diseases are diseases of long duration with generally slow progression. 

They are characterized by multi-morbidity, and they occur as a 

consequence of one leading index condition. The four major types of Non-

Communicable Diseases are cardiovascular diseases (like heart attack and 

stroke), cancers, chronic respiratory diseases (such as chronic obstructed 

pulmonary disease and asthma) and diabetes. Even though it is a global 

issue, NCDs are said to disproportionately affect low and middle income 

countries with an approximated 85% deaths directly linked to NCDs. NCDs 

are also rising faster in younger populations in low and middle income 

countries than in high income countries. Cervical cancer is the leading 

cause of death from cancer among women in sub-Saharan African while 

ninety percent of children with leukemia in the world’s twenty five poorest 

countries die from it. (Roberts: 2011) According to the Kenya National 
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Strategy for the Prevention and Control of NCDs 2015-2020 report, 

(Ministry of Health, 2015 Ministry of Health Statement of Intent 2015-

2019) Africa will experience the largest increase in NCD deaths by 2020. 

Further by 2030, NCD related deaths are projected to surpass the combined 

deaths of communicable and nutritional diseases and maternal and prenatal 

deaths. (WHO: 2013)   

With the soaring cost of treating NCDs, the buzz word is „prevention‟. 

To this end, the UNGA recommended the adoption of cost-effective best 

buys  (UNGA :2011) to reduce the impact of the four main NCD risk 

factors,  namely tobacco use, the harmful use of alcohol, unhealthy diet and 

lack of physical activity. From available scientific investigations and 

studies, the NCD pandemic is a public health challenge that has roots in 

economic growth and globalization of food markets. Scholars have argued 

on the adverse effect of international trade policies on economies and are 

deserving attention in this paper.   

This article emphasizes the impact of globalization on diet or nutrition 

transition, and the impact of globalization on state effort to encourage 

healthier diets. Globalization, like health influences individual and societal 

aspects. The paper contributes to the thinking process about globalization 

from the health and nutrition perspective in developing countries. The 

health perspective provides an excellent area of evaluation because it is 

fundamental to human existence and the dignity of human life is measured 

in terms of wellness. The research work seeks to be a doorway into critical 

conversation on how future public policies are framed in shaping the future 

and suggests how policies will stimulate better nutrition to boost population 

health and how states could protect its members without violating 

international obligations.   

To this extent, this work builds on outcome of investigative studies, 

systematic reviews and scientific studies to propose a review of relevant 

rules revolving round nutrition. This work considers relevant framework 

that would stimulate proper trade rules in respect of nutrition and how multi 

sectoral framework can be harmonized to optimize population health. 

However, this work is streamlined because of the fact that NCD is a multi-

level approach requiring different levels of intervention with mechanisms 

between different levels of intervention.  Also, unhealthy nutrition as a 
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factor requires a wide range of stakeholders, this work, for practical reason, 

will limit to themes relating to fast food and importation.   

Part I relates to the well-established phenomenon of the global NCD 

pandemic, including its effects and assumed causes. Part II establishes the 

NCD global pandemic, its causes and effects. In doing this, it focuses more 

on developmental and socio-economic effects of NCDs on states. Part III of 

this research looks at the effect of food related policies in Nigeria while 

Part IV analyses different.  

 

Background and Context 

 

The NCD Pandemic: Health Effects and Contributors  

Although the emergence/rise of non-communicable diseases is as a result of 

many factors, the emergence/rise of non-communicable diseases in Nigeria 

has been greatly influenced by two significant factors. These factors 

include the nature and character of the Nigerian state; and, trends and 

development in the international economy.   

The emergence of the Nigerian state meant that it was first a colonial 

and then a neocolonial and   non-autonomous capitalist.  The advent of 

British colonialists played a significant role in the development of Nigeria.  

Their presence introduced indigenous Nigeria to trade activities between 

the indigenous merchants and the British in coastal areas such as Calabar 

and Lagos. (Uweru 2014).  The settlement led to rapid development of 

urban and rural settlements. In terms of human development, urbanization 

trend has since accelerated its pace and has been on an incremental rate 

with urban population at 49.5% in 2017. When Nigeria gained 

independence in 1960, there were 45.2million people living in Nigeria; 

Distribution of population in Nigeria into urban and rural areas with more 

than 50% of the Nigerian population residing in the rural areas. (WHO 

Health Statistics 2014a) Available statistics reveal that the population in 

most major towns such as Lagos, Kano, Port Harcourt, Maiduguri had over 

1,000percent increases over ten decades. For instance, Lagos rose from less 

than 1million in 1963 to over 4million in 1982 while Enugu inhabitants 

rose to 850,000 from 174,000 (Onibokun, 1987a). Currently, Nigeria has 

198,000 million inhabitants with an average population growth rate of 

2.6%. (Nigerian Population 2019). Between 1968 and 2017, urban 
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population in Nigeria grew from 17.3% to 49.5% at an increasing annual 

rate.  The transformation from colonial settlements triggered off 

corresponding wealth in Nigeria.   

The second factor that influences the four risk factors outlined above in 

Nigeria is the trend in international economy. 1870 to 1913 was the age of 

laissez faire economy which expanded international trade (Nayyar 2006), 

and industrialization, followed by globalization which led to unprecedented 

expansion of international trade. Globalization is characterized by interflow 

and linkage of networks of interactions including goods and services 

amongst regions and nations which lead to economic growth.  

Economic growth implies income growth. Whereas in western 

countries, where people buy more healthy foods as income rises, 

developing countries, as Nigeria, buy more unhealthy foods  – thus, there is 

a pattern shift from coarse grains, legumes and vegetables towards high-fat, 

high sugar, refined carbohydrates, and animal source foods. Market 

liberalization has further allowed diet diversification from the traditional 

African diets to fast food diets. (Kola et.al 

www.fao.org.docrep/pdf/007/y5736e/y5736e01.pdf) With economic growth and 

development comes a growth of the service sector and sedentary lifestyle, 

replacing physical activity/labour; reliance on mechanized transportation, 

increased mode of transportation which reduces physical activity; weight 

gain and unwholesome diet increases the likelihood of diabetes for both 

men and women.   

The international economic order has also influenced the penetration of 

multinational companies in Nigeria into every sphere of market activities. 

For instance, in the tobacco industry, there has been an increase in intake of 

tobacco use and alcohol consumption in the last few years in Nigeria. There 

are more brands, and with increased and inviting promotions and freebees 

and sales promo for frequent consumers. This is coupled with the fact that 

Nigeria is one of the highest producers of tobacco in Africa. (Ade-

Famuyide 2018)  

 

Understanding Globalization 

The concept of globalization has been used as a descriptive as well as a 

prescriptive concept. It implies, in the descriptive sense a seamless trans-

border trade, information and finance and, in the prescriptive sense, it 

http://www.fao.org.docrep/pdf/007/y5736e/y5736e01.pdf
http://www.fao.org.docrep/pdf/007/y5736e/y5736e01.pdf
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necessitates deregulation of national economies for cross-border trade, 

investment and information.   

A central mechanism of globalization is the integration of the global 

marketplace which imparted on dietary pattern in three processes: 

Cusimano discusses these three processes as advantages of globalization 

fewer than three heads; the spread of information; the interlocking 

technologies and specialization of services (Cusimano Love, 2004).   

Firstly is the production and exchange of goods in the form of agricultural 

production; Viewed from this perspective, globalization is described as the 

process of increasing economic, political and social interdependence and 

global integration that take place as capital, traded goods, persons, 

concepts, images, ideas, and values diffuse across state boundaries. (Hurrel 

and Woods, 1995). In a globalized agricultural market, nations produce 

food consistent with their resource endowment. By the theory of 

comparative advantage, there is greater efficiency, lower cost of production 

and cheaper food. The outcome of the integrated market has enabled 

different food trade, and the enlargement of transnational food companies.   

Secondly is the flow of investment across borders. The most 

commonly understood aspect of globalization is cross-boundary flow of 

services, labour, technology, products, services and information within a 

global system of independent economic, political and socio-cultural 

relations. (Harris & Seid, 2004)  Cross-border flow of trade allows 

companies to buy and sell in other countries through foreign direct 

investment (FDI).  Cross border trade includes foreign direct investment 

(FDI) and indirect investment or portfolio. The FDI is the package of 

capital, technology; management and entrepreneurship which allows a firm 

operate and provide goods and services in a foreign market. (Farrell 2008)  

One of the things that have brought huge changes to the food trade is the 

removal of trade barriers and the increasing incentives to transnational 

businesses. FDI has played a huge role in the nutrition transition through 

the increase in importation of processed foods in Nigeria. Through the 

removal of de-incentives, there are lower prices, more channels, increased 

marketing and advertising and more sales.   

The third factor is the global communication. Thus, Giddens (1990) 

describes globalization as the intensification of social relations on a 

worldwide scale. Communication and technological advancement interplay 
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with globalization; technological advancement reduces physical activities 

and labors and shifts food consumption to fast, unhealthy options.  

 

Globalization: virtues and vice  

Analysts of globalization have argued on the enormous potential benefits 

due to cross-fertilization of ideas, culture and processes. While this cannot 

be overemphasized, the World Health Organization has stated that 

“globalization is under trial, partly because these benefits are not spread 

equally and not yet reaching hundreds of millions of world’s poor, and 

partly because globalization introduces new challenges”. (WHO 2001:1). 

This position was confirmed by Cusimano who opined that globalization 

exacerbates the excesses of capitalism.  And as noted by the WHO, poor 

countries and the disadvantaged bear the greatest burden of health risk 

(WHO  

2002:13). Part of what makes globalization a problem from the health 

and diet perspective is that increased globalization of markets through 

international trade affected the dietary habits of peoples in developing 

countries. (David P. Fidler, 1999). Foreign direct investment (FDI) favours 

less healthy foods in developing economies; market stereotypes influences 

the developing countries to prefer western products;   

 

Globalization and health  

Within the public health domain, it is argued that globalization poses much 

as risk as its blessings because, while global economic and technological 

advancements have enhanced life expectancies, socio-environmental 

conditions, cross-cultural living have exacerbated the prevalence of 

communicable and non-communicable chronic diseases. McMichael and 

Beaglehole (2000) in their work argued that globalization is a major 

determinant of national health policies. Viewed from this perspective, 

globalization has integrated trading goods and transformed companies into 

transnational corporations which are able to operate in more countries than 

one at the same time. Globalization affects dietary habits through processed 

food exports which contribute negatively to changes in dietary patterns. A 

good example is the big food industry, the term used to refer to 

multinational food and beverage companies responsible for accelerating the 

global rise in the promotion, purchase and consumption of low-cost, highly 
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processed foods and sugar-sweetened beverages (SSB). These products are 

poor in nutrition, high in sugar, salt and saturated fat and have been linked 

to NCD. (Stuckler and Nestle: 2012). This includes coca cola, PepsiCo, 

Nestle, Phillip Morris international, Kentucky Fried Chicken, etc. The 

authors further revealed potential risks of globalization on primary health, 

including, income differentials; weakening of labour markets; land 

degradation; spread of smoking related diseases; diseases of dietary 

excesses; public health consequences of private car ownership; 

urbanization and its attendant consequences; spread of infectious diseases; 

prevalence of depression.   

The link between globalization and diet is the adaptation and 

divergence of diet. Divergence has been defined as the “increased reliance 

on a narrow base of staple grains, increased consumption of meat and meat 

products, dairy products, edible oil, salt and sugar and a lower intake of 

dietary fibre.” Convergence is „increased consumption of brand name 

processed and store-bought food, an increased number of meals eaten 

outside the home and consumer behaviours driven by the appeal of new 

foods available‟ (Kennedy, Nantel and Shetty 2005). Both theories have 

been linked to the increase in wealth or income and the presence of 

transnational corporations, both as a result of globalization of foods and 

services.   

 

Nutrition transition  

The term “nutrition transition” is used to describe the change of dietary 

noticeable as there is an increased level of economic development such as 

increase in income and status. This theory was first proposed by Popkins, 

an economist agriculturist in 1993 to explain the increasing frequency of 

chronic health conditions. According to Popkin‟s theory, industrialized diet 

is a diet high in animal protein, highly refined sugar, trans fat and high 

sodium content.  This diet replaced the traditional diet. Popkin also noted 

that diets high in trans fat, sugars, salt, ultra processed foods and meat 

products are well underway in the world’s poorest population. (Popkin 

2002). The industrialized diet, also known as the western diet is a high 

caloric diet stems from fats, sugar animal products and low in nutrients as 

against the traditional diet. Dietary transition is rooted globalization. This is 

because globalization is associated with changing incomes and lifestyles. 
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The impact of this diet is a high risk of cardiovascular disease, diabetes, 

cancers and other diseases associated with the western diet.   

According to Kennedy, Nantel and Shetty, (FAO 2004): 

 
 “globalization is having a major impact on food systems around the 

world…[which] affect availability and access to food through changes to 

food production, procurement and distribution....in turn bringing about a 

gradual shift in food culture, with consequent changes in dietary 

consumption patterns and nutritional status that vary with the socio-

economic strata”  

 

Globalization and Chronic disease (NCDs) in Nigeria  

In 2014, the WHO declared that NCDs accounted for 24% of deaths in 

Nigeria (WHO. Country profile 2014) while Ekpenyong et.al (Ekpeyong 

2014) posited that the overall prevalence of NCD in Nigeria was 32.8%. 

The Nigerian Federal Ministry of Health corroborated this by saying that 

more Nigerians are now living with NCDs especially, diabetes, cancer, 

heart diseases and hypertension. (Ayodamola Premium news online). In 

2018, the WHO Regional Director for Africa lamented that African region 

has the highest level of hypertension in the world with about 30 percent of 

adults suffering from the disease. A WHO study shows that approximately 

250,000 cancer cases are diagnosed yearly.   

Nigeria is currently facing a double of disease of communicable and 

non-communicable disease. The proportion of deaths from chronic diseases 

has increased significantly with hypertension, diabetes, cancer and chronic 

kidney diseases (CKD) accounting for about 40% of all deaths. Diet or 

unhealthy nutrition has reached a worrisome level with the current dietary 

pattern in Nigeria. Poor dietary habits contribute to about 2.8million deaths 

each year. The nutrition transition to western diet and reduction are all 

driving the rise in chronic diseases. Studies have shown that these foods 

high in salt, fats and sugar contribute to the increased risk of NCDs, 

including diabetes, cardiovascular and cancers. As such, policies must be 

framed in such a way to capture the essence of globalization, filter through 

the concept as to screen out the vices and ensure that the benefits are 

facilitated to transit to a more desirable outcome.   

To this end, my evaluation of the adverse effect of globalization on 

health is in two folds: (i) food importation and, (ii) consumption of food 
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outside the home, which are practices further developed at the advent of 

globalization.  

 

Food importation  

International trade is a major contributor to the prevalence of NCD in 

Nigeria because it has been used to open developing economies to exports 

from developed country companies. This, in the opinion of David (David 

Fidler 1980),  

 
‘developing countries made ideal emerging markets because they did not 

have the sophisticated public health and regulatory systems that were 

increasingly making tobacco companies lives in developed counties 

difficult’.  

 

Agriculture was the mainstay of the economy that contributed to national 

revenue and foreign exchange receipts. In the 50s and 60s, commercial 

agriculture contributed 64.1% and 55.4% of national output in the country 

in 1960 and 1963 respectively through produce such as cocoa, peanuts, 

palm oil, rice, millet, cassava, yams, rubber, cattle, timber and fish (Eghosa 

et.al 2002).  However, there was a shift from growing food to global trade. 

Thus, in 1980, African exports represented 5.9% of world exports which by 

1996 had fallen to 2.3%. (David P. Fidler). Food importation, on the other 

hand has continued to increase with statistics showing that Nigerian 

imported an average of N1,923 trillion worth of commodities per annum in 

the period between 1990-2011.(CBN 2006).  

By the first quarter of 2019, agricultural imports to Nigeria stood at 

61.3% (Trading Economics). The significant change and dependence of 

food imports show that food habits and dietary patterns in Nigeria, as in 

many Sub-Saharan countries have been greatly influenced by the imports. 

Dietary pattern has changed from the traditional diet of high fibre to 

manufactured, processed and prepackaged foods.  
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Imports, 2006 – (₦bil) 2010* Commodity 

 
Major Food Total Import 

(₦bil) 

Average 

Import/yr. 

Ranking  

 

Wheat   823.84   164.77   1st   

Prepared cereals   159.60   31.92   6th   

Fish   568.17   113.63   2nd   

Milk/Dairy   312.57   62.51   3rd   

Sugar   193.07   38.61   5th   

Rice   271.19   54.24   4th   

Cocoa   3.31   0.66   10th   

Oils   104.82   20.96   8th   

Oil seeds   25.51   5.10   9th   

Prepared Vegetables     111.98 22.40                        7th& Fruits   

Source: NBS imports data   

 

The Table reveals that most of the foods implicated in NCD risk factors 

constituted the highest imports in 2006-2010. Oil seeds (32.13bn); dairy 

(N1.73bn); prepared cereals (N1.69bilion naira); between the periods 2006-

2011, Nigeria’s daily import was about $USD9.28m per day Increased sale 

of ultra-processed food imports which have been preserved by salt and 

sugar leads to more non-communicable diseases in the country. (Vanghan, 

Afolami, Oyekale & Ayegbokiki 2014). 

 

 
 



Volume 1, Number 1, January 2021 

 

 73 

This figure represents Nigeria’s imports of food, beverage between 2013-

2017.  Sourced online from https://www.agrofood-nigeria.com/food-bev-

tec-nigeria.htmlr.    

 

Literatures have associated the globalization of markets for processed foods 

to the change in dietary pattern of people in developing countries.   

 

Food consumption outside the home  

The term “fast food‟, refers to food that can be served at an outlet to 

consumers. This can be either sit-in or takeaway packages (Olonilebi 

2017). Foods commonly served in fast food outlets include pastries, ice-

creams, chips, fries, sandwiches, pizzas, noodle, frizzy drinks among other 

foreign delicacies etc. The penetration of international brands with high 

level of competition has led to the adoption of different modes of services 

amongst fast food outlets – from the introduction of local dishes, which 

cater for traditional cuisines, as for instance, introduced by Sweet Sensation 

in its Africana, and later adopted by Tantalizers and a host of others. There 

was also the introduction of specialization, in which restaurants specialize 

in the production and sale of products such as Pizza Inns, Creamy Inn, 

MacDonald’s, Kentucky Fried Chicken (KFC) etc. From a health 

perspective, there is a strong link between increased chronic conditions and 

food consumption outside the home. Fast foods are high in fat, sodium, 

sugar and processed foods. According to David, the penetration of these US 

fast food diets in form of cross-border investment in the fast food 

contribute has paved the way for the proliferation of hotels, restaurants and 

food investors such as supermarkets and food merchants. This penetration 

of fast food into diet and lifestyles of developing countries and the 

proliferation of fast food chain stores are part of development associated 

with westernization, industrialization and urbanization.   

Studies have associated the increased consumption of fast food and the 

increasing NCD rate due to excessive intake of high caloric foods 

containing trans fat, ultra processed foods containing high sodium content. 

Restaurants prepare cheap meals with high fat and caloric content. These 

changes in food pattern from homemade meals to fast foods form part of 

the concerns about the emerging NCD pandemic. Higher availability of fast 

food services is associated with higher mortality and hospital admission 

https://www.agrofood-nigeria.com/food-bev-tec-nigeria.html
https://www.agrofood-nigeria.com/food-bev-tec-nigeria.html
https://www.agrofood-nigeria.com/food-bev-tec-nigeria.html
https://www.agrofood-nigeria.com/food-bev-tec-nigeria.html
https://www.agrofood-nigeria.com/food-bev-tec-nigeria.html
https://www.agrofood-nigeria.com/food-bev-tec-nigeria.html
https://www.agrofood-nigeria.com/food-bev-tec-nigeria.html
https://www.agrofood-nigeria.com/food-bev-tec-nigeria.html
https://www.agrofood-nigeria.com/food-bev-tec-nigeria.html
https://www.agrofood-nigeria.com/food-bev-tec-nigeria.html
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rates for cardiovascular diseases, diabetes, high blood pressure as well as 

risk of overweight and obesity. Consumption of fast food has led to 

increased weight gain, diabetes, cardiovascular conditions, etc. (Zahra, 

Mirmiran and Azizi 2015) For instance, increased consumption of burger, 

fried chicken meals, sausage and other processed foods was implicated in 

the rise of type 2 diabetes (Micha, Wallace and Mozaffarian 2010). A 2005 

study (Alter and Eny 2005) also associated the rise in cardiovascular 

diseases with the increase in consumption of fast food products.  

 

Conclusion   

Towards policy intervention to combat NCD and reap from globalization 

since the awareness of the impact of international trade on health, there 

have been a lot of policy interventions taking place. The Global Strategy 

has four objectives (i) reducing the risk factors of chronic non-

communicable diseases that occur from unhealthy diets and physical 

inactivity; (ii) creating awareness of the positive health effects of 

preventive interventions (iii) encouraging the implementation of global, 

regional, national and community policies and action plans to improve diets 

and physical activity.  

A lot of lessons could be gleaned from countries that have successfully 

adopted approaches that, on the one hand reaped the gains of international 

trade and, on the other hand, reduced the NCD incidence. For instance, the 

United Kingdom developed the scheme for nutrition labeling using traffic 

light symbols. The Food Standards Agency, Front-of-pack traffic light 

signpost labeling technical guidance (2007) uses traffic light colors to help 

people understand how their diet choices affect their health. Under this 

scheme, there are separate information concerning fat, sugar, and salt using 

different colours to indicate the levels of nutrients. Sweden, has developed 

food stamps/labels to indicate that a product has a small amount of total fat, 

saturated fatty acids, trans fatty acids, added sugars and salt (Stephen, 

2009).  

Similarly, New York, recognizing that most New Yorkers consume at 

least a third of their calories away from home, enacted the New York City 

Health Code Section 81.50 requiring fast foods to provide calorie 

information which are prominently displayed on menu, menu tags and item 

tags. The State of California has enacted the Cal. Health & Safety Code 
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(2010) a law requiring food stores to provide nutrition information in their 

food, and a standard menu tag should disclose calorie content information 

net to the item on the menu.   

 

A human right to nutrition  

This recommendation is a spring board upon which all other 

recommendations flow. Food sustains the human body, and is pivotal to the 

protection of the right to life. Thus, proper nutrition is essential to health 

and life, inversely, unhealthy food is a deterrent to the realization of this 

right A right to nutrition recognizes that protection from certain foods is 

very important to human health because a diet inundated with low calorie 

foods are a microcosm of the larger picture of the challenge. With the 

recognition that diet is a major factor, this recommendation advances the 

argument from the constitutional point of access to nutrition, and 

conversely, the protection from unhealthy diet.   

The right to nutrition is first of all, a right to food. This class of rights 

is grouped under the socioeconomic rights, such as the right to housing, 

education and the right to health care. While the FAO reports that more 

than 23 countries have included the right to food in their domestic 

constitutions, Nigeria does not explicitly protect socio economic rights.   

Under the international human rights regime, Article 12 of the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR, 1948) recognizes the right 

of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical 

and mental health (ICESCR, 1966). In this light, it has been argued that 

states must protect this right by ensuring that everyone within their 

jurisdiction has access to the underlying determinants of health (Martin and 

Saskia, 2013).  

Similarly, Article 25 (ICESCR 1966) states thus:  

 
“Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and 

well-being of himself and his family, including food, clothing, housing 

and medical care…..” 

 

A joint reading of articles 12 and 25 provides the most comprehensive 

article on the right to health in international human rights law.   
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Tortious negligence  

A number of claims have arisen where claimants attempted to hold fast 

food restaurants responsible for contributing to chronic diseases by suing 

them in tort and through other causes of action. In the popular case of 

Pelman v. McDonalds, a group of  New York City teenagers filed a 

putative class action seeking compensatory and punitive damages from 

McDonald’s claiming that McDonald’s engaged in negligent and deceptive 

practices caused obesity and other related health problems. Even though the 

case was dismissed on personal responsibility, the point has been made on 

the prohibition of deceptive acts and false advertisements. It has also been 

argued that fast food restaurants constitute public harm to the community at 

large.  
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Abstract 

This study departs from the popular intellectual narrative of neoclassical theorists 

that look at positivity and negativity of migration as separate discourses and has 

chosen peace as a field of interest to posit on the paradox of migration. The 

assumption of this study is that migration, annexation, occupation, conquest, 

ethnicity and political-economy are inseparable components that generate 

conflicts that result in immigration paradox. This is a descriptive study anchored 

on qualitative analysis of observable behaviours of migrants and hosts in Nigerian 

socio-cultural context. Apart from observation and interviews, secondary data 

were sourced from books, journals, newspapers and Internet. Findings revealed 

that migration has been both functional and dysfunctional to Nigerian plural 

society as a result of multi-cultural, multi-linguistic and multiple group identities. 

The complexity of internal migration has led to inter-mingling of divergent 

groups who live with suspicion in their relationships especially in the urban 

centres. Rural-urban migration continues to be on the increase as a result of 

failure of rural development programmes. The relation between internal migration 

and peace in Nigeria is reciprocal but strongly asymmetrical. Centuries of 

interrelations among different ethnic groups have not produced a nation with one 

identity. Cultural associations, ethnic societies and tribal groups are used to 

pursue division among Nigerians either at home or outside of the homeland. 

However, Nigerians continue to embark on internal migration in spite of the 

orchestrated differences promoted by the elite.  

 

Keywords: migration, peace, host communities, plural society, homeland 

 

 

Introduction 

Languages, myths of origin and geographical locations have been used to 

classify human beings into different ethnic groups while the colour of the 

skin has been added to define races. These instrumentally constructed 

social indexes have also created the identity of “we and them”. In spite of 

this differentiation, peoples across the world continue to migrate and inter-

mingle. While migration is liberating in some cases it constrains autonomy, 

blurs identity and limits freedom of the individuals and groups in some 
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others. It is in the light of these limitations that total integration of migrants 

into host communities remains an illusion worldwide. 

Studies that celebrate integration as a necessary outcome of the new 

social mix arising from migration fail to consider inherited biological and 

acculturation traits which have been ingrained in individual migrants and 

are difficult to change. It is argued that “one of the central problems of 

migration studies has been its (at least partial) exclusion from mainstream 

social sciences and the tendency for it to be perceived as a mainly 

descriptive and administrative field”1 Moreover, other variables that 

contribute to the course and outcomes of migration include varied 

psychological nuances of migrants, vagaries of nature and socio-political 

dynamics of departed homelands and new settlements which prevent total 

integration.  

Migrants of today are more propelled by multi-dimensional needs 

which are physiological, safety and affectionate in forms. These needs are 

mostly incompatible with those of other migrants and hosts. The 

incompatibility of these needs is the cause of many protracted social 

conflicts. Protracted social conflict has been explained as a consequence of 

hostile interactions between groups that are predicated on deep-seated 

racial, ethnic, religious and cultural hatreds and biases that have persisted 

over long periods of time.2 Expectedly, when different groups with 

historical malaise are constrained to live together in modern urban centres, 

violence will occasionally arise. 

Outcomes of immigration especially as they relate to the individuals 

and groups of giving and receiving communities have remained 

unpredictable. At the individual migrant level, while it is true that many 

people find success through migration, many others become victims of the 

 
1 Stephen Castle, “International Human Mobility: Key Issues and Challenges to Social 

Theory,” in Social Transformation and Migration: National and Local Experiences in 

South Korea, Turkey, Mexico and Australia, eds. Castle, Stephen. Ozkul, D. and Cubas, 

Arias (Hampshire: Palgrave, Macmillan, 2015), 3-14. 
2 Ronald J. Fisher, “Cyprus: The Failure of Mediation and the Escalation of an Identity-

Based Conflict to an Adversarial Impasse,” Journal of Peace Research 38 no.3 (2001): 

307–326. 
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cruel pitfalls of the migration process.3 In essence migration outcomes are 

determined by different variables which range from self to social, political 

and cultural factors. It has also been posited that integration of individuals 

as a result of immigration is incompatible with pluralistic society. It is 

argued that complete assimilation of immigrants into the receiving society 

is by no means a necessary outcome.4  This postulation is valid in view of 

the fact that ethnic stratification still exists in societies with hundreds of 

years of inter-ethnic relations warranted by migration. In Britain, the 

Scottish in London are still distinct from the Irish till today, in Nigeria, the 

Hausa and Igbo in Lagos still maintain ethnic identities despite decades of 

relations in the same geo-space.  This situation is called ‘comparative 

integration context theory’.5 In the light of this, Crul and Schneider 

proposed the testing of alternative propositions of migrants’ experiences.6 

Thus, there is the need to probe historical and contemporary factors that 

militate against integration of migrants to their host communities.  

On the benefits of migration to host communities, it is opined that 

whatever these benefits are, they must be counted as a positive loss to the 

total welfare of humanity at large, unless it can be shown that the position 

attained by the immigrants is superior to that of the natives whom they 

supplant.7 In modern societies, most host communities see migrants as 

intruders who have come to exploit their God given resources rather than 

people who have come to add value. In the same light, developing countries 

also accuse emigrants of causing ‘brain-drain’ in terms of immediate 

 
3Olaoluwa Senayon, Irregular Migration from Nigeria: Causes, Risks and 

PolicyImplication (Abuja: United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization (UNESCO) UNESCO West Africa Regional Office, 2019). 
4 Richard Schunck, Transnational Activities and Immigrant Integration in Germany: 

Concurrent or Competitive Processes? (Switzerland: Springer International Publishing, 

2014). 
5Maurice Crul, & Jens Schneider, “Comparative integration context theory: participation 

and belonging in new diverse European cities,” Journal Ethnic and Racial Studies: 

Theorising Integration and Assimilation, 33, no. 7 (2010): 1249-1268. 
6Maurice Crul, & Jens Schneider, “Comparative integration context theory: participation 

and belonging in new diverse European cities,” Journal Ethnic and Racial Studies: 

Theorising Integration and Assimilation, 33, no. 7 (2010): 1249-1268.  
7 Henry Fairchild, “The Paradox of Immigration,” American Journal of Sociology, 17, no. 

2 (1911): 254-267. 
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demographic and economic losses. However, they change this perception 

once remittances from emigrants help to rejig their economy. 

Migration studies as a field of knowledge is a complex and multi-

disciplinary engagement. As rightly posited, migration is linked in complex 

ways to class, gender, generation, ethnicity and other social cleavages, 

which are embodied in hierarchies of power and social status during the 

course of migration.”8 The complexity of migration studies originates from 

its heterogeneous components, dynamic interactions among migrants, hosts 

and governments, all of who act rationally and irrationally. In the light of 

this, it has been revealed that standard explanations of assimilation do not 

fully explain immigrant economic success or failure in Japan, 

demonstrating the need for a more diverse geographic base for migration 

theories.9 

The gain and loss matrix of immigration is a continuous subject of 

discourse. Emphasis on the transformative potential of migration has 

polarized scholars to two divides; the optimists and the pessimists. 

Unfortunately, the complexities of migration chains are often neglected and 

both schools usually resort to studying the components as separate fields of 

interest.10 A study carried out from this narrow perspective will only 

produce unsustainable thesis when applied to various situations. To 

overcome this limitation, it is proposed that scholars link micro-level 

understanding of migration to macro-level trends in development and 

globalisation.11 This postulation and others have brought about the idea of 

immigration paradox and other contextually related views.  

 
8 Nicholas V. Hear, (2010). “Theories of Migration and Social Change,” Journal of Ethnic 

and Migration Studies 36, no. 10 (2010):1531-1536. 
9Ayumi Takenaka, Makiko Nakamuro and Kenji Ishida, “Negative assimilation: How 

Immigrants experience economic mobility in Japan,” International Migration Review 50, 

no. 2 (2016): 506–533. 
10Ayse Guveli, Harry  Ganzeboom, Lucinda Platt, Bernhard Nauck, Helen Baykara-

Krumme,   Sebnem Erog˘lu, Sait Bayrakdar, Efe Sözeri, Neils  Spierings and Sebnem 

Eroglu-Hawskworth (2016). Intergenerational Consequences of Migration: Socio-

economic, Family and Cultural Patterns of Stability and Change in Turkey and Europe. 

London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2016). 
11Ayumi Takenaka, Makiko Nakamuro and Kenji Ishida, “Negative assimilation: How 

Immigrants experience economic mobility in Japan,” International Migration Review 50, 

no. 2 (2016): 506–533.512 
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Immigration paradox simply looks at the contradictions arising from 

immigration for both the giving and receiving communities. For example, 

previous studies on international migration revealed that the immigrant 

paradox is that recent immigrants often outperform more established 

immigrants and non-immigrants on a number of health, education, and 

conductor crime related outcomes.12 This performance, according to these 

scholars, is irrespective of barriers faced by migrants which include strange 

environment, hostility from host community, discrimination and prejudice 

and limited access to healthcare. These scholars’ finding is contrary to 

expectation and widely held belief that hosts and long-time settled migrants 

are more likely to do better in view of greater access to opportunities.  

Some approaches to the study of migration have also failed to look at 

different migration flows which apparently respond to peculiar 

combinations of economic, social, and political circumstances not 

contemplated by particular frameworks.13 Tijani’s study departs from this 

as it explored frontier-history and micro-study to explain the complexity of 

the intermingling of different migrants that constitute the Awori-Yoruba 

people in Lagos State and it affirmed that British intrusion led to confusion 

in historical precedence and altered the existing traditional leadership as 

powers were conferred on compradors that assisted in entrenching colonial 

rule.14Towing the same line of investigation, this paper is a disquisition to 

provoke debate on complexities of internal migration in Nigeria in an 

attempt to juxtapose ambiguities and clarities, reveal the theses and 

antitheses of migration and peace cum conflict. Thus, this study is a 

systematic explanatory account of migration and its engagement with 

broader processes of social change in Nigeria.  

The scope of the paper is limited to ethnic migrants, rural-urban 

migrants and amorphous migrants and the different ways they have been 

 
12 Michael G. Vaughn, Christopher P. Salas-Wright, Brandy R. Maynard, Zhengmin 

R.Qian, Lauren Terzis, Abdi M. Kusow and Matt DeLisi(2014). "Criminal epidemiology 

and the immigrant paradox: Intergenerational discontinuity in violence and antisocial 

behavior among immigrants,"Journal of Criminal Justice42, no. 6 (2014): 483–490. 
13 Cuamea F. Velázquez, “Approaches to the Study of International Migration: A Review,” 

EstudiosFronterizos 1 no. 1 (2000): 137-168. 
14 Hakeem Ibikunle Tijani, “The Lagos-Awori Frontier: 19th Century History, Migrations 

and Transformation of an African Community,” Journal of the Historical Society of 

Nigeria 16 (2005/2006):141-155. 
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instrumental to peace or conflict. Thus, this study attempts to answer the 

following questions: What are the histories of internal migration in 

Nigeria? What are the reasons for increased rural-urban migration in 

Nigeria? Is there any nexus between migration and peace in Nigeria? In 

spite of inter-ethnic relations arising from internal migration, what are the 

contradictions leading to regular call for restructuring, self-determination 

and in few extreme cases secession by separatist groups? 

 

Conceptual Clarification 

A number of concepts are germane to understanding the import of this 

paper. These concepts include migration, internal migration, plural society, 

nationalism, peace and conflict. Migration is defined as a phenomenon 

showing the movement of persons away from their place of usual 

residence, either across an international border or within a state.15 

Migration is seen as a “process encompassing any kind of movement of 

people, whatever its length, composition and causes; it includes migration 

of refugees, displaced persons, uprooted people, and economic migrants”16 

Migrants also include workers, investors, retirees and international students 

who relocate to new settlements outside their homelands. Migration occurs 

within broader long-term social, security, political and economic contexts 

which invariably impact on the migrant and the host.17 In essence, 

migration does not exist in a void and the contexts within which it happens 

is not static. 

Internal migration is a concept that is difficult to define in terms of 

space and time. The 2006 Population and Housing Census officials 

conceived of internal migration as inflow and outflow of persons beyond 

their ethnic and culturally demarcated homelands.18 In another light, 

internal migration is seen as “a movement of people from one area of a 

country to another for the purpose or with the effect of establishing a new 

 
15International Organisation for Migration, World Migration Report 2020.(Geneva: 

International Organisation for Migration, 2020), 137. 
16Richard Perruchoud, ed; International Migration Law: Glossary on Migration. (Geneva: 

International Organisation for Migration, 2004). 41 
17International Organisation for Migration, World Migration Report 2020.(Geneva: 

International Organisation for Migration, 2020), 137. 
18Nigeria, National Population Commission (2010).2006 Population and Housing Census: 

Priority Tables, (Abuja: National Population Commission, 2010). 
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residence”19 In the light of the thrust of this discourse, internal migration 

will be defined as movement beyond one’s cultural or ethnic homeland for 

the purpose of permanent or temporary settlement.  

Pluralism in philosophy means “doctrine of multiplicity” and it is used 

to express opposition to a state of monism “doctrine of unity”. Pluralism as 

a political philosophy recognises the existence of diverse interests, 

convictions, and lifestyles that co-exist in a geo-political space. In a 

nutshell, it is a condition or system in which two or more states, principles, 

sources of authority, interests, groups or nations coexist. In the light of this, 

the term plural society is coined to describe a society that is separated into 

various communities according to differences in language, race, religion 

and ethnic configuration.20The concept was originally applied to the 

countries in South Asia particularly Burma which is now divided into 

Murayama, Malaysia, Singapore and Indonesia.  

As a corollary, a plural society combines ethnic contrasts: distinct 

identity, the economic interdependence of those groups, and their 

ecological uniqueness as instruments to negotiate co-existence.21 According 

to Barth, each ethnic group uses different environmental resources to exert 

its presence in that society. However, in Nigeria, there is limitation of the 

power individual group can exert because the central government has 

appropriated all the environmental and natural resources to itself through 

the act of the National Assembly. This lack of fiscal federalism has not 

been challenged in the court of law. In a nutshell pluralism is a belief that 

people of different social classes, religions; race and language should live 

together in a society with due attention and respect paid to their differences 

and needs.  

Lebanon and Malaysia are perfect examples of plural society.22 In 

Lebanon, there are Shias and Sunnis in the Muslim segment, while 

 
19 Richard Perruchoud, ed; International Migration Law: Glossary on Migration. Geneva: 

International Organisation for Migration, 2004), 32. 
20James Furnivall, Colonial Policy and Practice: A Comparative Study of Burma and 

Netherlands (Cambridge: Cambridge, University Press, 1948). 
21 Fredrik Barth, Ethnic Groups and Boundaries: The Social Organisation of Cultural 

Differences (Norway: Waveland Press, 1969). 
22Arend Lijphart, “Consociational Democracy,” World Politics, 21, no. 2 (1969): 207-225. 
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Christians are in the minority. Similarly, in Malaysia, the Chinese cluster in 

nodal communities as against the majority Malley population. 

One major characteristic of plural society is its lack of collective 

‘social will’ or shared sense of community23  to act as one entity with a 

common identity. It is posited that the different ethnic linguistic or religious 

nationalities in a plural society only mix but do not combine.24 Relationship 

is based on economic and political expediencies that most often than not 

are imposed or agreed upon as a doctrine of necessity. In order to sustain 

such relationship governance becomes a business of compromise. This 

situation becomes more pronounced where there are identifiable groups of 

migrants and hosts along ethnic divides and the plural society is culturally 

diverse and its cultural sections are organised into cohesive political 

sections.25 Lijphart therefore proposed that to avoid conflicts, a plural 

society must embrace what he termed “Consociational Democracy” which 

is anchored on cooperative attitude and behavior of the leaders of the 

different segments of the population.26 

Nationalism is both an ideology and a sentiment. It is an ideology that 

evolves from political, social and economic system characterized by the 

promotion of the interest of a particular nation, people, ethnic group or 

culturally and geographically distinct group with the aim of control over 

homeland. As a sentiment, nationalism grows from the sense of community 

and feeds on cultural differences, and turns them into a principle of national 

political loyalty and social identity that exclude others.27 When people are 

sentimentally attached to their homelands, they gain and develop sense of 

identity, pride, patriotism and achievement that motivate them to help and 

protect their shared patrimony and culture. 

 
23James Furnivall, Colonial Policy and Practice: A Comparative Study of Burma and 

Netherlands (Cambridge: Cambridge, University Press, 1948). 
24James Furnivall, Colonial Policy and Practice: A Comparative Study of Burma and 

Netherlands(Cambridge: Cambridge, University Press, 1948). 
25 Alvin Rabushka and Kenneth Shepsle, “Politics in Plural Societies: A Theory of 

Democratic Instability, “Longman Classics in Political Science (Pearson Education, Inc., 

2009). 
26Arend Lijphart, “Consociational Democracy,” World Politics, 21, no. 2 (1969): 207-225. 
27 Victor Lukpata and Christopher Andeshi, “Imperial Factors in the Rise of Nationalism 

in Nigeria,” IOSR Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences (IOSR-JHSS)19, no. 3, 

(2014)): 1-5. 
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Nationalism gained popularity from the 1890s onwards as a critical 

concept directed at ideas and actions that broke against what was seen as 

the legitimate role of a nation and he averred that nationalism has been 

found to be an integral ingredient of any sense of nationhood.28  Thus, a 

plural society in which each ethnic group embraces nationalism as a 

sentiment to gain control and dominance over others is not able to pursue 

national agenda that can bring national identity and development. 

The etymology of the word ‘peace’ has been traced to Latin word 

‘pax‘, which means a pact, a control or an agreement to end war or any 

dispute.29 The systematic investigation of the conditions of peace as a 

special academic field or even a separate discipline started in the 1950s.30 

The concepts of ‘negative peace’ and ‘positive peace’ in human society 

have been explored and it is averred that in sharply divided and structurally 

imbalanced society negative peace will be prevalent.31It is also rightly 

argued that peace is not merely the absence of war but the presence of 

justice, of law, of order – in short, of government that is anchored on 

fairness and equity.32 

The concept of conflict has attracted many and varied perspectives and 

it is yet to be settled in scholarship whether conflict is a situation or a type 

of behaviour.33 The simplistic definition of conflict saw it as a state of 

disorder, fight, disagreement or strife. The objectivist approach suggested 

that conflict emanates from the social and political structure of the society 

while the subjectivist approach opined that differences and incompatibility 

 
28 Pauli Kettunen, (2018) “The concept of nationalism in discussions on a European 

society,” Journal of Political Ideologies 23, no. 3(2018): 342-369. 
29 Ven Khemanando, (1995). “Buddhism and Peace,” in Dictionary of Word Origins, Ayto, 

John Bloomsbury (Calcutta: Lazo Print, 1995), 387. 
30 Nils Gleditsch, Jonas Nordkvelle and Havard Strand, “Peace research – Just the study of  

war? Journal of Peace Research, 51, no. 2 (2014).Also available online @ 

https://journals.sagepub.com/home/jpr. 
31Jonah Galtung, (1964). An editorial: What is peace research? Journal of Peace Research 

1, no. 1(1964): 1–4. 
32 Aarne P. Vesilind, Peace engineering: when personal values and engineering careers 

Converge (USA: Lakeshore Press, 2005), 43. 
33 Rahim M. Afzalur, Managing Conflict in Organizations (4thed (London: Transaction 

Publishers, 2010). 
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of goals cause conflict.34 For instance, as an objectivist Nwolise saw 

conflict as a form of clash, confrontation, battle or struggle35 while 

Wallensteen perceived conflict as a social situation in which a minimum of 

two actors (parties) compete for scarce resources at the same time. The 

resources being competed for may be material or immaterial but have 

values for meeting the actors’ physiological or psychological needs.36 

 

Theoretical Underpinning 

The push-pull model first coined by Ravenstein (1885) is premised on the 

idea that there are socio-economic factors that encourage migrants to leave 

their country of birth or homeland and migrate to a new place that offers 

more socio-economic opportunities.37 The push-pull theory is double edged 

perception of migration drivers- pull and push factors. The “pull” or 

attraction factors in receiving countries may include higher wages, 

employment, better welfare systems and a host of others while “push” 

factors range from lower wages to high unemployment and 

underemployment rates, slow economic growth or economic stagnation and 

poverty. All the above factors are considered as causal variables that 

explain how and why international migration flows originate.38 Other 

scholars, perceived education, employment opportunities with the 

associated incomes, and facilities, as both, push and pull factors.39 

 
34 Ilemobola Peter Olanrewaju, “The Conceptual Analysis of Peace and Conflict,” in 

Readings in Peace Studies and Conflict Resolution, Kayode Soremekun, ed. (Ota: 

Department of Science and International Relations, Covenant University, 2013), 6-14. 
35Osisioma Nwolise, (2003), “War-Making, Peace-Making and Conflict Resolution in 

Africa,” in A Guide to Peace Education and Peace Promotion Strategies in Africa, The 

Nigerian Approach,vol.1. Harunah, H., Nwolise, O. and D. Oluyemi-Kusa, D. eds. (Lagos: 

Perfect Printers Ltd, 2003). 
36 Peter Wallensteen, Understanding Conflict Resolution, War, Peace, and the 

GlobalSystem (London: Sage Publication Ltd, 2002). 
37 Ernest Georg Ravenstein, “The Laws of Migration,” A paper presented to the Statistical 

Society in England, CSISS Classics (1885). 
38Cuaea F. Velázquez, “Approaches to the Study of International Migration: A Review,” 

Estudios Fronterizos 1, no. 1 (2000):137-168. 
39 Ellen Hoffmann, Verena Konerding, Sunil  Nautiyal and Andreas Buerkert, “Is the push- 

pull paradigm useful to explain rural-urban migration? A case study in Uttarakhand, 

India,” PLoS ONE 14, no. 4(2019). https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0214511. 
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Push-pull factors of migration have been classified into predisposing, 

proximate, precipitating and mediating drivers.40 The combinations of such 

drivers shape the conditions, circumstances and environments within which 

people choose to move or stay put, or have that decision thrust upon them. 

These scholars’ view is germane in explaining the modern socio-political 

environment, especially in developing economies, which have pronounced 

precipitating factors which include unemployment, conflict and climate 

change. No wonder, migration flow tends towards better economic 

environment. However, the push-pull paradigm may prove inadequate to 

explain migration decisions in many instances. 

The world systems theory was developed by sociologist, Wallerstein.41 

It is also known as world-systems analysis or the world-systems 

perspective. It is an approach to world history and social change that 

suggests there is a world economic system in which some countries benefit 

while others are exploited. World System theory emphasises migration 

from peripheral developing countries to core capitalist ones. The earlier 

schools related to the theory are the Annales school, the Marxist tradition, 

and the dependence theory. Migrants flow from the periphery to the core 

while capital, machinery, and goods flow from the core to the periphery. 

The main characteristics of World System Theory are: A three-level 

hierarchy consisting of core, periphery, and semi-periphery areas; the core 

countries dominate and exploit the peripheral countries for labor and raw 

materials; the peripheral countries are dependent on core countries for 

capital; the semi-peripheral countries share characteristics of both core and 

peripheral countries.42 

It focuses on the social structure of global inequality. If this theory is 

applied to local economy; we discover that the urban centres milk the rural 

communities to sustain its metropolitan luxury lifestyle. Human and natural 

 
40 Nicholas V. Hear, Oliver Bakewell and Katy Long, (2018). “Push-pull plus: 

Reconsidering the drivers of migration,” Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies 44, no. 6 

(2018):927-944. 
41 Immanuel Wallerstein,  (2004), "World-systems Analysis," in World System History, 

George Modelski ed., in Encyclopedia of Life Support Systems (EOLSS) (Oxford: 

UNESCO-Eolss Publishers, 2004). 
42   Immanuel Wallerstein,  (2004), "World-systems Analysis," in World System History, 

George Modelski ed., in Encyclopedia of Life Support Systems (EOLSS) (Oxford: 

UNESCO-Eolss Publishers, 2004). 
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resources from rural areas are exploited and drafted to provide the needs of 

the urban inhabitants and more often at the detriment of the rural dwellers.  

Migration Systems and Networks theory focuses on the nexus between 

people at origin and destination. Migration networks are defined as “sets of 

interpersonal ties that link migrants, former migrants, and non-migrants in 

origin and destination areas through the bonds of kinship, friendship, and 

shared community origin”.43Migratory movements are often connected to 

long-standing links between sending and receiving countries either on 

commercial or cultural relationships. People move where they can rely on 

someone they know. Once network connections reach some threshold level, 

they amount to an autonomous social structure that supports immigration.44 

Although Massey postulation is on international migration, but it is 

applicable to internal migration as certain ethnic groups tend to cluster in 

particular cities or areas in a city where they can easily relate on cultural, 

political and economic understanding. This clustering has given birth to 

Sabo-Geri in some cities in Nigeria and naming of some streets 

predominantly occupied by a tribe or ethnic group after them like we have 

Ogbomoso and Yoruba Streets in Kano. 

As posited by another scholar, there is no general theory to explain all 

types of migration movements and their origins, or to explain how they are 

sustained and how they have evolved over ages.45This is why the three 

theories highlighted above are pulled together for this study. However, this 

study benefits more from Migration Systems and Networks theory in view 

of its relevance in understanding formation of social structures based on 

cultural and historic ties by migrants in origin and destination areas on the 

basis of their ethnic cleavages and how these structures have resulted in 

contradictory outcomes of immigration. In corroborating this view, it is 

averred “that migration is shaped by development in both origin and 

destination societies and also contributes to further change in its own 

 
43Douglas Massey, “Economic Development and International Migration in Comparative 

Perspective.”Population and Development Review 14 (1988): 383-413. 
44 Ivan Light, Parminde Bhachu and Stavros Karageorgis, ”Migration Networks and 

Immigrant Entrepreneurship,” (2017). 
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45Cuaea F. Velázquez, “Approaches to the Study of International Migration: A Review,” 
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right”.46 It is also germane in explaining how the new social structures fore 

grounded on nationalism and parochial identities of both the migrants and 

the hosts interrelate in both positive and negative ways. 

 

Methodology 

This is a descriptive study anchored on qualitative analysis of observable 

behaviours and interview responses of migrants and hosts in Nigerian 

socio-cultural context. It is a historical and contextual analysis of Nigerian 

internal migration dynamics and how it affects peace. Apart from 

observation and interviews used to substantiate views expressed in this 

study, secondary data we resourced from books, journals, newspapers and 

Internet. The report of the study engages thematic analysis of documented 

peace practices of migrants and hosts in Nigeria’s plural milieu. 

 

The Nigeria Migration Trajectory 

Internal migration in Nigeria is phased into overlapping historical epochs 

that present a rather curious but complex trajectory. The Nigerian crisis-

ridden situation of immigration has some historical undertones.47 Initial 

migration was for the purposes of slave-raiding, marauding, occupation, the 

exaction of tribute and other forms of domination among ethnic groups. 

Political entities such as the Kanem Bornu Empire, Benin Empire, Sokoto 

Empire, Oyo Empire and Kwararafa Empire, just to mention a few were 

rivals in these expansionist drives. One glaring example in Nigeria is the 

migration of the most expeditious Fulani, the Jihad and the enthronement of 

emirate in Southern Kaduna, Nasarawa, Kogi and Ilorin. Fulani Jihadists 

became permanent migrants that settled in some areas of North-central and 

Northeast Nigeria which were not their traditional settlements.  

After the abolition of slave trade, migration of Nigerian autonomous 

ethnic nationalities was purely for the purpose of trade. It is averred that 

“for centuries before British conquest of Nigeria, especially in the last years 

of the nineteenth century, the people who occupied the Nigerian region had 

 
46Haas de Haas, “Paradoxes of Migration and Development,” Working Papers Paper 157 

(International Migration Institute, 2019). 
47Oyeniyi, Bukola Adeyemi, Internal Migration in Nigeria: A Positive Contribution to 

Human Development,  African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) (Brussels: Observatory on 

Migration, 2013). Available online @ Research Report ACPOBS/2013/PUB01. 
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interacted on the basis of trade, war, diplomacy and marriage”.48 Falola 

asserted that “nineteenth century data are clear that the Yoruba were long 

distance traders; both men and women travelled over wide distances to buy 

and sell among the Kanuri, Hausa, Nupe, their near neighbours, and in far-

flung places in the North. This is equally true of other tribes and ethnic 

groups. The Hausa/Fulani used to bring cattle and leather to the south and 

went back with kola-nut.  

For instance, as far back as the 18th century, three different groups of 

Fulani had migrated to the city of Iseyin. These groups consisted of the 

Bangu, Sokoto, and Bororo Fulani. They all have settlements which their 

offspring call homeland today. Of course, they do not know anywhere else 

as home. Also, there were historical accounts of Igbo and Ijaw movements 

to the northern and western parts of Nigeria as far back as the 17th century. 

The Ijaw moved along the coastal area up to Lagos as in most cases the 

course of migration was linear in the pre-colonial era. 

The construction of railway station at the beginning of the twentieth 

century to some parts of Nigeria accelerated migration. As rightly 

observed, the provision of infrastructure, especially the railway encouraged 

migration and settlements between the north and south of Nigerian.49Apart 

from trading, migration during the colonial period was largely as a result of 

formation of administrative cities by the colonial governments. Provincial 

headquarters witnessed upsurge in the number of inhabitants who were 

employed as police, military and administrative officers. Artisans and 

unskilled labourers were also needed to build the cities. Lagos became the 

epicenter of migration after the amalgamation of 1914. 

In post-colonial Nigeria, trade, appointment to the civil service, 

schools, military, police, federal establishments, creation of more states, 

creation of the federal capital territory and politics all serve to move people 

beyond their homelands. Thus, it could be affirmed that development has 

been a major impetus to internal migration in Nigeria. This assertion aligns 

with de Haas’ finding on the development as catalyst of migration.50 

 
48Toyin Falola, Atlantic Yoruba and the Expanding Frontiers of Yoruba Culture and 

Politics, F. F. Odunjo Lecture.(Ibadan: University of Ibadan, 2012), 435. 
49 Antony Gerald Hopkins, An Economic History of West Africa (Essex: Longmans, 1973). 
50Haas de Haas, “Paradoxes of Migration and Development,” Working Papers Paper 157 

(International Migration Institute, 2019), 2. 
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In recent years, militancy, armed robbery, kidnapping and banditry 

have driven people out of their homelands in some parts of the country. 

Because the rural areas remain largely an ungoverned space and poorly 

policed, people and companies that have tried settling there have fled due to 

insecurity. Nigerian forest areas have also turned into theatres of conflict 

and have become unattractive to settlers. Banditry in the northwest, 

communal conflict in the north-central and Boko Haram insurgency in the 

northeast have dislocated people. This involuntary movement of people as 

either refugee or settled migrants has added up to the number of internal 

migrants. Insurgency has led to migration of people to relatively peaceful 

parts of Nigeria.51With more than 2.2 million IDPs, Nigeria ranked among 

the top 10 countries with the highest number of people displaced due to 

conflict and violence by end of 2018 (IOM, 2020). 

The table below shows the number of internally displaced persons. 

 

Table 1: Summary of Internally Displaced Persons in Nigeria as of 

December 2014 

 

Type No Reason 

Number of internally Displaced Person in 

camps 

100,700 Insurgency 

Number of internally Displaced Person in 

host communities 

701,448 Insurgency 

Number of internally Displaced Persons 

affected by natural disaster 

66,087 Natural Disasters 

Total Number of internally Displaced 

Person 

868,235  

NEMA Statistics Sourced from Uche & IOM, Nigeria, 2016.52 

 

Generally, there is paucity of recent data on internal migration in Nigeria. 

The 2006 Population and Housing Census revealed that more than 10 per 

 
51 Ilemona Adofu and Abdulkareem Alhassan, “Insecurity and Economic Development in 

Nigeria,” Journal of Economics and Sustainable Development 9 no. 18 (2018):101-111. 
52Isiugo-Abanihe Uche and International Organisation for Migration (IOM), Nigeria, 

Migration in Nigeria: A Country Profile 2014 (Abuja: International Organisation for 

Migration, 2016). 
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cent of Nigerians lived in states other than their states of birth.53 The 

estimated population of Nigeria in 2020 is put at 200million, and if we still 

stand by the 10% of 2006, then we can assume that about 20 million 

Nigerian are migrants. However, most of these migrants still move within 

their ethnic groups while others move beyond their ethnic homelands. 

Unfortunately, there is no clear data indicating inter-ethnic movements 

across Nigeria. It is, however, observable that there is no single city in 

Nigeria where you will not have all the major ethnic groups represented.  

It is documented that 23 per cent of the sampled population of 

Nigerians were migrants, having changed residence within 10 years, and 2 

per cent were return migrants”.54This is 3 percent higher than the 2006 

figure. Abuja Federal Capital Territory reported percentages higher than the 

national average of 23 per cent for both internal and return migrants. Since 

Abuja became the Federal Capital in the 1980s, scores of thousands of 

different ethnic groups have moved there as public servants, civil servants, 

construction workers, investors, clerical staff and traders.  

There are many internal migrants who traverse ethnic boundaries on a 

regular basis. Internal migrants in this category can be classified as 

“amorphous migrants” with one leg in their homelands and one leg in their 

host communities. For instance, there are many Yoruba and Igbo in Kano 

and the Hausa/Fulani in Lagos who have never assumed the status of 

permanent migrants and have lived for almost a century. These pseudo-

migrants often flee the new settlement each time there is a threat to peace, 

or, as in the case of Hausa, go home every planting season.  

Most internal migrants affiliate to descendant unions, cultural groups, 

ethnic association and social societies that have strong parochial interests. 

These groups are equally affiliated to unions in their homelands. They 

ferociously protect the welfare of their members at home and away. The 

formation of ethnic groups in host communities aligns with Migration 

Systems and Networks theory postulates adopted for this study. 
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Rural-Urban Migration Situation in Nigeria 

Rural-Urban migration is very common in Nigeria. It is often as a result of 

lack of social amenities, inadequate employment opportunities, lack of 

higher institutions, climate change and conflict. The desire to get a better 

living condition and attain upward social mobility is rational decisions that 

inform rural-urban migration. The survey conducted by National 

Population Commission in 2010 indicated that about 60 per cent of internal 

migrants were residing in the urban areas.55 

There has been phenomenal increase of internal migrants to urban 

centres in the last four decades as a result of failure to attain rural 

development. Successive administrations have tried to check rural-urban 

drift with different programmes at various levels of governance in 

conjunction with both local and international corporate organisations. 

These partners include United Nations Development Program, United 

Nations Fund on Population and Agriculture and Food and Agriculture 

Organisation. They provided supports to the rural communities with the 

aim of making life much better which will in turn reduce the rate of 

migration to urban centres. Some of the projects focused on rural 

development include Women in Agriculture (WIA), Agricultural 

Development Programmes (ADP), Rural Export Craft Scheme, National 

FADAMA Development Project (NFDP), River Basin Development 

Authorities and Directorate of Food, Road and Rural Infrastructure 

(DFRRI). Many of these programmes collapsed once their initiators left 

office or funding from international partners stopped. 

 

Internal Migration as Peace Platform 

Migration is shaped by developments in both origin and destination 

societies.56 By extension, peace as an integral part of development also 

benefits from migration.  This is why de Haas argued that migration should 

be conceptualised as an intrinsic part of broader processes of development 

 
55Isiugo-Abanihe Uche and International Organisation for Migration (IOM), Nigeria, 

Migration in Nigeria: A Country Profile 2014 (Abuja: International Organisation for 

Migration, 2016), 47. 
56Haas de Haas, “Paradoxes of Migration and Development,” Working Papers Paper 157 

(Grand-Saconnex: International Migration Institute, 2019), 2. 
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and social change instead of as the antithesis of development.57 For 

instance, immigration helps in enhancing peace among different ethnic 

nationalities in Nigeria. Nigerians get to understand cultural nuances of 

disparate ethnic groups through inter-mingling in new urban centres. 

Immigration provides safe haven for individuals to reject unwholesome 

homeland cultural practices and adopt host culture and modernity. This 

double consciousness and triadic relationships help in promoting 

understanding of different cultures in Nigeria. Culture mix results in inter-

ethnic marriages. In Lagos, for example, there are Hausa Yan Kasa who, by 

virtue of being born and bred in and adapted to the Yoruba community 

while at the same time retaining their Hausaness are available for suitors of 

any tribe., Inter-ethnic marriages become possible due to socio-cultural 

liberty enjoyed by the migrants. In the light of this development, it is 

argued that “migration should be conceptualised as an intrinsic part of 

broader processes of development and social change instead of as the 

antithesis of development” remains valid.58 

Migration helps in improving the lot of the individual to achieve 

human and social development. It also transforms the places of origin and 

people, including new ways of life through remittances and direct projects 

embarked upon individually and collectively. Improved family living 

standards through remittances is also positive to peace as migrants send 

money home to build houses and establish cottage industries and other 

businesses. Though from international migration perspective, Tijani’s 

(2010) findings revealed that Eko Club International, a diaspora 

organization, core activities and programs include community-based 

programmes and fundraising for homeland developmental projects as well 

as investment in homeland properties for economic security.59 

Migrants in Lagos, Abuja, Port Harcourt and other big cities also 

provide labour that serves as an engine of growth and development of 

 
57Haas de Haas, “Paradoxes of Migration and Development,” Working Papers Paper 
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urbanization in Nigeria. Skilled and semi-skilled migrants provide needed 

manpower for construction, manufacturing and distribution companies. 

Lagos, for instance, has remained a melting pot for all Nigerians since 

European encounter has made it to enjoy the enviable position of an 

economic cockpit and political fulcrum of Nigeria.60 However, the point of 

departure is that not all offshoots of migration assist development. 

Therefore, a look at the paradox of migration with regards to peace 

becomes important to this discourse. 

 

Internal Migration as Conflict Harbour 

Migration is said to have caused disruption of social cohesion in rural areas, 

human trafficking, forced child labour, prostitution, and urban 

unemployment, pollution and waste management problems.61 Although, 

Uche and IOM, Nigeria (2016) saw Oyeniyi’s submissions as biased views 

on the impact of migration on both the giving and receiving communities62, 

recent events have validated some of his assertion. For example, intra-

personal conflicts arising from expected outcomes- successes, failures and 

regrets, happiness and unhappiness are common with migrants. Also 

paradoxical is the fact that when people migrate to escape negative cultural 

practices, they may continue to suffer the consequences of those practices 

because the people in their new abode may be ignorant of what actually 

precipitated their movement.63Such migrants are plunged into the abysmal 

of disillusionment in view of the constraints they experience in fulfilling 

their initial purpose of migration and the demand of a novel culture they are 
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forced to embrace. Succinctly put, culture shock and modernity may result 

in loss of identity and maladjustment 

In spite of long history of migration on permanent, temporary or 

seasonal basis there is pervasive prejudice, stereotyping, segregation, and 

hostility among ethnic groups in Nigeria as observed in this study. These 

feelings are expressed in the use of negative words in private discussion 

and print media whenever there are social or political conflicts that polarize 

Nigerians along ethnic divides.  

Most migrants’ successes in economic sphere have triggered attacks by 

natives. With regards to internal migration, it is argued that the citizens of 

host communities tend to display hostilities and hatred towards migrants as 

competition for resources becomes tense. Strangers, who migrate in search 

of greener pastures, are always willing to accept lower remuneration for 

their labour and services, thereby leading to job loss for the natives64. 

Contestation for economic space between migrants and natives has been 

demonstrated in the market conflicts of Sango-kataf, Bodija, Sagamu, Ile-

Ife and Lagos. 

In pursuit of group conflict inplural society, migrants become another 

weapon in the armoury of group antagonism.65 This postulation is validated 

in Nigeria through the extension of ethnic militia groups to locations 

outside their homelands. This arises from the fact that ethnic militia in the 

Nigerian context is considered as an activist organisation set up to protect 

the interest of a particular nationality within the Nigerian Federation. While 

the Odu’a Peoples’ Congress (OPC) claims to represent the pursuits of 

Yoruba ethnic groups, the interests of the Movement for the Actualisation 

of Sovereign State of Biafra (MASSOB) Igbo group, Arewa Peoples’ 

Congress (APC) has evolved to protect the Hausa-Fulani interests.66 Others 

are Egbesu Boys, Arewa Boys, Movement for the Emancipation of Ogoni 

 
64Ebenezer Oni and Samuel Okunade, “The Context of Xenophobia in Africa: Nigeria and 

South Africa in Comparison,” in The Political Economy of Xenophobia in Africa: 

Advances in African Economic Social and Political Development, Adeoye O. Akinola, ed. 

(New York: Springer International Publication, 2018): 37-51, 
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People and Indigenous People of Biafra. All these groups have branches 

controlled and funded by migrants in some major cities of Nigeria. 

Integration is possible if there is intermingling of ethnic groups in 

urban centres whereby households in urban centres from different ethnic 

groups form mixed neighbourhoods. The Hausa-Yoruba compounds at 

Orile-Agege illustrate this kind of mix residential set up.67 This type of 

neighbourhood is also common in Abuja where there is elite complicity in 

reserving the highbrow areas for themselves. However, poor households 

feel more secure where households are of similar ethnic group and will 

always invite their kinsmen to move to their neighbourhood. This may be 

as a result of the fact that ethnic enclaves eliminate the challenges 

associated with language barriers, with residents often sharing linguistic 

similarity.68 Apart from linguistic similarity, cultural and religious practices 

are most likely to ensure understanding and peace. This set of migrants in 

segregated neighbourhoods is not likely to integrate. Yoruba-Hausa 

disturbances in Lagos, Igbo massacre of 1966 and the clashes between the 

Itsekiri and the Ijaw in Delta state are good examples of failure of 

integration. Others are the Tiv/Junkun, Jukun and Kuteb tribes in Taraba 

State and the Jukun/Chamba and Tiv people who fight over primordial 

sentiments. There are also political contests resulting from elite 

fragmentation and recourse to primordial sentiments in the Jos North Local 

Government perennial conflict. The Jos conflicts in 1994 and 2001 were 

due to public or political appointment in which residents of the area were 

divided along religious and ethnic cleavages.   

The spread of Islam and Christianity by migrants through migration to 

locations known with particular religion has led to inter-religious conflicts. 

Hausa long distance trader is also an Islamic missioner,69 his Igbo 

counterpart is an evangelist of Christian faith. Conflicts arise from 

incompatible needs and contestation for space in the location of mosques, 

churches and evangelism. Sharia controversy has been a divisive factor 
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among migrants who are Christians and their Muslim hosts in the north 

since the 1980s beginning with the maitasinne riot. 

Contestation for land is another source of conflict between indigenes 

and settlers. For example, Bororo Fulani in Iseyin and other communities in 

the South often engage in conflict with Yoruba over ownership of 

farmland. Also, due to herders’ migration to the south, conflicts between 

pastoralists and farmers have heightened in the last one decade. The most 

affected states are those of the Nigerian Middle Belt like Benue, Taraba and 

Plateau. Familiar headlines in the news media are ‘100 killed in Plateau’; 

‘50 killed in Taraba’; ‘70 killed in Benue’70The scenarios in North-central 

Nigeria validates the thesis that if groups or societies define immigrants as 

a threat, the consequences of this perception will be real, no matter how 

illusory the objective basis of these fears proves to be.71 

Accusation of migrants as kidnappers is rampant. The case of Evans in 

Lagos and Wadume in Taraba kidnap operations are copious examples to 

validate this suspicion. A number of Fulani migrants have also been 

apprehended for kidnapping in the south. Banditry in the Northwest of 

Nigeria has been attributed to migrants. These bandits come from other 

states or from neighbouring countries. This finding validates the argument 

that where simultaneous embeddedness is in more than one society the 

migrant’s loyalty to the host community cannot be guaranteed.72 

Migrant remittances may be useful in alleviating poverty at the micro- 

level however, fund realised may be channeled to sponsorship of local 

cultists and dissidents as well as pollution of the youths to become addicted 

to drug use, alcoholism and social vices. In the Southeast of Nigeria, it is 

observed that many cult groups have been linked to migrants who reside in 

 
70 Thisdaylive, “Killings in Benue, Plateau and Taraba States,” Thisdaylive, June 4 2015. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20150727050755/http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/killings

-in-benue-plateau-and-taraba-states/211068/ 
71John Stone, “The Migrant Factor in a Plural Society: The South African Case Study,” 

The InternationalMigration Review 9, no. 1 (1975): 20. 
72 Peggy Levitt and Nadya Jaworsky, Nadya, “Transnational migration studies: Past 

developments and Future trends,” Annual Review of Sociology 33 (2007)129–156. 
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urban centres of Lagos, Abuja, Port Harcourt and Onitsha. Also, rural-

urban migration has led to congestion of cities, poverty and social vices.73 

 

The Contradictions Arising from Migration and Impact on the 

Nigerian Project 

Some migrants’ claim of ownership of some places in spite of geographical 

and historic evidences to the contrary has been a major paradox in 

migration historiography. Emirate in non-Hausa Fulani areas and constant 

fight in Kaduna South predominantly inhabited by some thirty tribes 

described as minority ethnic groups are obvious references.74Incorporated 

communities are administered by emirate-appointed district heads while the 

natives claim they are being arbitrarily and oppressively subjected to the 

Muslim judicial and legal system.  

Conflict rather than scare people from some places sometimes 

promotes migration. For instance, conflict in the Niger-Delta has not 

deterred other ethnic groups from migrating to the area for economic 

opportunities. In fact, the indigenes also have to tolerate the migrants to be 

able to get the little they are getting from the abundant oil resource. 

Conflict entrepreneurs continue to migrate towards the northeast despite the 

fact that indigenes continue to run for their lives. 

Some migrants are rigid in bending to the social milieu they now find 

themselves. For example, the history of pre-colonial Hausa migration 

shows their enduring ability to preserve their culture and Islam as a 

religion.75 Until recently, Hausa/Fulani migrants rejected entreaties by 

other cultural and religious group to embrace local activities. This rejection 

has led to conflicts during Egungun (masquerade) or oro (cult) festival in 

the Southwest of Nigeria. 

Migrants or host dichotomy does not count in situations of elite 

complicity. Both migrants and hosts who are elite are united in promoting 

 
73Amrevurayire, Edit & Ojeh, Vincent (2016).Consequences of Rural-Urban Migration on 

the Source Region of Ughievwen Clan Delta State Nigeria.European Journal of 

Geography 7, no. 3 (2016): 42 – 57.  
74 Suberu, Rotimi (1996). Ethnic Minority Conflicts and Governance in Nigeria (Ibadan: 

IFRA-Nigeria (French Institute for Research in Africa, Nigeria, 1996), 48-65. 
75Adamu, Uba Muhammadu, The Hausa Factor in West African History (Zaria: Ahmadu 

Bello University Press, 1978). 
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corruption, inequality and nepotism as long as they benefit from the 

systemic imbalance. In contrast, the political and economic elite merely use 

ethnicity as an instrument of division when they are fragmented or perceive 

loss in the game of rivalry for space in the political-economy of the state. 

The upsurge in ethnic politics and religious bigotry has become a serious 

bane to national development.76 

 

Conclusion 

Migration has been one phenomenon that has been used to beat the barrier 

of geography and create inter-mingling of peoples of the world. But it has 

not succeeded in erasing other elements of racism, ethnicity and group 

identity. As argued “though globalization has purportedly conscripted the 

world into a concise village where everyone is recognised as a global 

citizen, ethnic and identity consciousness still define the basis for cross-

border interactions”77These inherent take-along by migrants do create their 

opportunities and obstacles.  

Migration has been both functional and dysfunctional to a plural 

society with multi-cultural, multi-linguistic and multiple group identities. 

Internal migration has led to inter-mingling of divergent groups especially 

in the urban centres. The relation between internal migration and peace in a 

plural society is reciprocal but strongly asymmetrical. The study revealed 

the limitation of its potential to affect structural change and bring about 

anticipated national integration and peaceful co-existence. Nigeria’s 

different nationalities only relate but do not blend. This difficulty arises 

from historical biases, contemporary political imbalance, incompatible 

interests and positions, and mutual suspicion which generate conflicts. It is, 

therefore, a fallacy to assume or conclude that internal migration is a potent 

tool to promote one national identity in a sharply divided society. 

 
76Thisdaylive (2015).Killings in Benue, Plateau and Taraba States, Thisdaylive, June4, 

2015. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20150727050755/http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/killings

-in-benue-plateau-and-taraba-states/211068/ 
77Ebenezer Oni and Samuel Okunade, “The Context of Xenophobia in Africa: Nigeria and 

South Africa in Comparison,” in The Political Economy of Xenophobia in Africa, Adeoye 

O. Akinola (2018): 43, https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007%2F978-3-319-64897-2. 
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Centuries of interrelations among different ethnic groups in Nigeria 

have not produced a nation with one identity. Nigeria remains a nation state 

of different nationalities largely divided by primordial sentiments and 

historic hegemonies. Migrants continue to be tied to their homeland. Rather 

than being a tool of development, ethnic migrants add up the foot soldiers 

needed for use by elite who pretend to pursue group interests under the 

guise of ethnicity. Cultural associations, ethnic societies and tribal groups 

are used to pursue division among Nigerians either at home or outside of 

the homeland. However, Nigerians continue to embark on internal 

migration in spite of the orchestrated differences promoted by the elite.  

Complaints are rampant of wrong handling of migrants by host 

communities. Unfortunately, migrants and their hosts as well as all ethnic 

groups have not come together to discuss differences arising from internal 

migration and issues people complain about. Politicians and government 

officials also persist in denial of the existence of centrifugal forces that do 

not allow migration to be a potent tool of national unity and integration. 

The thesis of this study is that annexation, occupation, conquest, ethnicity 

and political-economy of Nigerian migration trajectory generate conflicts 

that result in internal migration paradox. The time to address all 

contradictions in internal migration is now. There is the need to discuss and 

redefine indigene/settler dichotomy as there are lacunas in the constitution 

and government policies on these issues. 
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Abstract 

The COVID-19 crisis defies conventional approach to tackling international 

crises and trigger policy responses globally. Notwithstanding, it is expected that 

policies should conform to International legal standards on human rights of 

migrants (ILSHRMs) treatment and protection, but it seems COVID-19 policy 

responses (CPRs) in China and United States of America (CUSA) are 

undermining African-Black migrants' rights. Extant researches with 

concentrations on human rights dimension of COVID-19 responses do not 

adequately investigate on African-Black migrants' rights, combining countries’ 

cases this current research addresses. This study investigates whether CPRs in 

CUSA are undermining human rights of African-Black migrants and the 

implications for Africa-CUSA relations. Using qualitative technique, it reveals 

among others, that, even though ILSHRMs treatment and protection, prohibits 

discrimination and guarantee to all person: equal access, treatment and effective 

protection against discrimination and stigmatization irrespective of social 

identity, CPRs in CUSA have viciously undermined the human rights of African-

Black migrants to: equal access, treatment and protection; Therefore, this study 

identifies and predicts three conflict-implications and concludes that continuous 

underminization of the human rights of African-Black migrants would portray 

CUSA humanitarian assistance in Africa as diplomatic hypocrisy and requires 

proper intervention to stop the menace and to avoid the conflict-implications for 

Africa-CUSA relations. 

 

Keywords: African-Black migrants; African-CUSA relations; Conflict-

Implications; COVID-19 responses; Human rights; International Legal standards.  

 

Introduction 

Countries across the globe are battling with how to survive a new security 

challenge, a virus disease that first broke out in Wuhan, a city in Hubei 

province of China and reported to World Health Organization (WHO) in 

December 31, 2019. The outbreak was declared as a Public Health 

Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) in January 30, 2020 and the 

name was announced as Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) in 

February 11, 2020 as well as Global Pandemic (GP) in March 11, 2020 
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(WHO, 2020). Within the shortest time of COVID-19 pandemic outbreak 

and the spreading, the negative impacts on human health and the economy 

across the globe have been alarming and shocking (Maliszewska, et al. 

2020). As a new challenge, it has not only defied all boundaries and 

conventional pattern of tackling international or global crisis, according to 

Resnick (2020) it has also triggered multiple and varied policy responses 

across the globe. While some are designed within specific national 

contexts, others are more generic. While some are narrowly-focused, others 

are complex-mix of interacting measures. Notwithstanding, the nature and 

scope, it is not expected that policies should undermine human rights 

including those of migrants but rather conform, protect and promote them. 

On the contrary, the United Nations (UN) Secretary-General, Antonio 

Guterres worries that COVID-19 pandemic which has degenerated into 

economic, social and human crises is fast becoming human rights challenge 

(UN, 2020). Equally, Shabazz (2020) laments Black migrant population 

may be dying of COVID-19 at higher numbers in some countries due to 

lack of access to reliable healthcare that matches native citizens. In this 

sense, inspiring human right question and casting doubt on the security of 

African-Black population in countries across the globe where they have 

migrated before COVID-19 outbreak. Hence, this study is significant to 

systematically diagnose and proffer the therapy required while clearing this 

uncertainty. More so that, as international human rights issue, it could 

stimulate distrust in the mind of African-Black people and ignite conflict as 

well as strain African foreign relations with the countries crafting such 

policies, even if they have been partners in progress as realist theorization 

hints that in international relations there are no permanent friends but 

permanent enemies and state cannot be sure that today's friend will not be 

tomorrow's enemy (Waltz, 2000:5).  

Besides, readings from extant literature showed that contributions have 

largely concentrated on the health and socio-economic aspects of COVID-

19 crisis. The researches with concentration on human rights dimension of 

COVID-19 crisis are very few and did not adequately address the human 

rights of African-Black migrants combining the selected countries cases, 

this current research domicile. Moreover, this current research would 

divulge and bridge the lacuna between extant International Legal Standards 

on Human Right of Migrants (ILSHRMs) treatment and the realities 
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confronting African-Black migrants. Primarily, this study set to investigate 

whether CPRs in China and United States of America (CUSA) are 

undermining the human rights of African-Black migrants stipulated in 

international legal standards on human rights of migrants as well as the 

conflict-implications. Hence, three questions that are essential are: What 

are the ILSHRMs treatment and protection? How has CPRs in CUSA 

undermined human rights of African-Black migrant? What are the conflict-

implications of underminization for Africa-CUSA relations? 

 

Conceptual Clarification  

Four major concepts: COVID-19, policy responses, migrants and human 

rights have been highlighted and clarified in the context of this study. 

 

The concept of COVID-19 

The concept of COVID-19 became a global concept since February 11, 

2020 when it was announced as a global pandemic. The ‘CO’ stands for 

corona, ‘VI’ for virus, and ‘D’ stands for disease. It was formerly called 

‘2019 novel coronavirus’ or ‘2019-nCoV’, a new virus linked to the same 

family of viruses as Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) and some 

types of common cold (International Federation of Red Cross and Red 

Crescent Societies, IFRC; World Health Organization, WHO and UN 

International Children's Emergency Fund, UNICEF, 2020:3). It can simply 

be defined as a disease caused by a new strain of coronavirus (World Health 

Organization, WHO, 2020:2). The Organization for Economic Co-

operation and Development (OECD) Secretary-General, Angel Gurría 

(2020) conceptualizes COVID-19 as deadly disease causing large-scale loss 

of lives and severe human suffering across the globe. Similarly, the 

Assistant Director-General for Priority Africa and External Relations, 

Firmin Edouard Matoko conceive COVID-19 as a new deadly disease and 

global health crisis brutally imposing unusual norms, such as: social 

distancing and confinement on humanity, leading to social, economic as 

well as cultural breakdown (cited in UNSCO 2020). For Nieuwenhuis 

(2020), COVID-19 is a human-centric disease that has transformed into 

global challenge and inspiring various policy responses.  
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The concept of policy responses 

The International Monetary Fund (IMF, 2020) defines the concept of policy 

responses as key actions or measures that have been taken by government 

to limit the impacts of COVID-19 crisis. These actions or measures include 

establishment of testing labs at border crossings; setting up special wards to 

boost hospitalization and care capacity for victims; procuring critical 

medical supplies; granting micro-credits loans to assist businesses; social 

relief packages for households to ease lockdown; quarantining incoming 

visitors, expatriation and evacuations of migrants; flights repatriation; 

enforcement of social distancing and hygiene requirements; restriction of 

movement of persons and vehicles although with exceptional measures; and 

legislating harsh punishments for those breeching the lockdown or 

quarantine (IMF, 2020). Ritchie et al. (2020) conceptualize policy 

responses as government's reactions which span from containment and 

closure policies, economic policies, and health system policies. While, 

Resnick (2020) conceive CPRs as government restrictions on population 

movements including travel bans, curfew, lockdown at home, ban on 

gatherings, street vending, restaurants, mining, manufacturing, agricultural 

activities and tourism sector; as government social protection interventions 

including food aid, expanded cash transfer/unemployment programs, food 

subsidies, expended credit options, wage support, mandated grace period of 

rental payments. Nevertheless, how policy responses undermine African-

Black migrants' rights is fundamental. 

 

The concept of migrants 

The International Justice Resource Center (IJRC, 2020) categorized 

migrants into two: international migrants and internal migrants. While the 

latter are persons who have moved voluntarily within one state (country)for 

the purpose of improving their situation or people who were compelled to 

move internally within one state; the former are people who moved 

temporarily or permanently across border for the purpose of improving 

their situation. In this sense, Pizarro, (2002) cited in Udeoji and Shaibu 

(2019:20) defines migrants as persons outside the territory of the states of 

which they are nationals for a particularly motive which could be social, 

economic, political or environmental. In connection to COVID-19, the 

Office of UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR 2020) has 
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defined migrants as persons outside their state at various locations, 

settlements or residents who are likely to face stigmatization, 

discrimination, exploitation, marginalization or who may be living and 

working in fears of being denied their freedoms and human rights. In the 

context of this study, African-Black migrants are people who have migrated 

or moved from various African sub-regions to reside, work or do business 

in cities of China and United States of America (CUSA).  

 

The concept of human rights  

Lattimer (2018) defines the concept of human rights as those rights which 

all human beings possess simply by virtue of being human and as a set of 

basic minimum legal standards for human treatment. Similarly, human 

rights as Icelandic Human Rights Centre (IHRC, 2020) conceived, are 

commonly those rights which are inherent in the mere fact of being human, 

and are based on the principle that every human being is entitled to enjoy 

her/his rights without discrimination and equally applicable to all. 

However, OHCHR (2020) conceived human rights of migrants to include 

among others equality and non-discrimination; non-refoulement; 

prohibition against collective expulsion; protection against: torture, 

inhuman treatment, arbitrary arrest and detention, labor exploitation and 

right to highest attainable standard of physical and mental health. These can 

be undermined by denial of civil and political rights such as arbitrary 

detention, torture, or a lack of due process, as well as economic, social and 

cultural rights such as the rights to health, housing or education. Generally, 

the denial and underminization of migrants’ rights is often closely linked to 

discriminatory laws, attitudes of prejudice and xenophobia. 

 

Theoretical Implications 

The scapegoating theory of prejudice and realist theoretical approach are 

applicable in this study as they provide theoretical understanding on the 

reality facing African-Black migrants in the cities of CUSA. 
 

The scapegoating theory of prejudice 

The scapegoating theory of prejudice is one of the social psychology 

theoretical frames of analysis propounded by Rene Girard (1923-2015), a 

famous French social psychologist. The scapegoating or scapegoat theorist 

found its conventional meaning from ancient religious ritual where 
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communal sins were symbolically imposed on a 'he-goat'. The main 

assumptions of scapegoating theory includes that the feeling of 

discrimination is expressed against minority in a community to unfairly 

blame and maltreat them for the problem they do not cause; that, this is 

likely to appear when difficult and prolonging negative situation is 

experienced; that when crisis is threatening the existence of a community, a 

peculiar psychosocial defense mechanism called communal aggression 

arises and is suddenly projected upon the minority ascribed the cause of the 

crisis; that community covers up their discrimination and stigmatization by 

unfairly portraying the minority as transgressors of some prohibitions and 

deserves punishment or expulsion to eventually restore 

normalcy(Andrade,2020).The rationale behind scapegoating is the 

psychological defense mechanism to deny, discriminate and shift blame on 

others because it allows the perpetrators to eliminate negative feelings 

about themselves. It follows therefore, that China stereotyping and 

stigmatizing African-Black migrants as the importers as well as the cause 

of COVID-19 spread and maltreating them under the guise of CPRs gives 

credibility to the scapegoating theory of prejudice and perhaps the defense 

mechanism to confuse the international community by blaming the cause of 

the spread of the virus on African-Black identity; to eliminate the negative 

feelings about Chinese on the global spread of the virus. In the same way, it 

follows that USA has as a defense mechanism blame the high death rate 

recorded on the African-Black migrant communities to eliminate the 

negative feelings about USA not being capable of tackling the virus 

effectively to stop the large-scale impact as the world major power. Even 

though, Zawadzki (1948) observes that scapegoat theory has been criticized 

for rationalized blaming of the minority for misfortunes and stereotyping 

them with bad traits as well as failing to explain why certain minorities are 

chosen for discrimination while others are favoured; the theory well mirrors 

an understanding of the unequal treatment of the African-Black migrant 

populations in CUSA. 

 

The realist theoretical approach 

The realist theory is an international relations theory suitable for explaining 

actions and reactions of states. Niccolo Machiavelli (1469-1527) and 

Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679) constitute the major proponents. The realist 
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theorists assumed that: human being possess inherent urge to dominate as 

well as an inherent dark side that makes conflict probably inevitable among 

humans; state prioritize national interest and security above ethical 

standards; state only advance their interests with little regard for morality 

and friendship; state authorities are neither constrained by ethical standards 

nor laws; state authorities often fear today’s friend may be tomorrow’s 

enemy in crisis, conflict or war. Hence, state authorities are neither 

constrained by ethical standards, laws or friendship; political morality is 

expedience rather than any other moralities. For instance, Machiavelli's 

political morality assumes that rulers (authorities) may need to employ 

aggression, brutality, murder and break agreements. In this way, 

Machiavelli approve of dispositions which are forbidden by private 

morality or rights ascribed to individuals by virtue of being a human being 

or by legal standards (Morgenthau 1967; Rourke 2003 cited in Shaibu et al. 

2015:28; Enemuo, 1999:69; Mahrik, 2017). It follows therefore, that the 

authorities in some cities of CUSA’s disregard for ILSHRMs to undermine 

and discriminate against African-Black migrants' rights give credence to the 

realist proposition that state authorities are neither constrained by ethical 

standards nor by known laws but rather advance their own interests with 

little regard for morality or friendship. It equally follows, that for CUSA, 

major international partners with Africa in terms of economic development 

and security matters to discriminate or unfairly treat African-Black 

migrants amidst COVID-19 gives credibility to realist proposition that 

friends today may become potential foes tomorrow in crisis or in war but 

contradict the doctrines of liberalism, equality before the law and perhaps a 

confirmation of skepticism in international politics. Therefore, while the 

scapegoating and realist theory combine to add relevance to this study, 

realist theory dominantly apply. 

 

Empirical Relevance  

In spite of the newness of the COVID-19 challenge, there are profuse 

insightful extant empirical studies and contributions. Although, the 

contributions are largely economic and health-centric, there are equally 

contributions on CPRs and human rights of migrants. However, none 

adequately investigated CPRs and human rights of African-Black migrants 

in CUSA: implications for Africa-CUSA relations which make this current 



Volume 1, Number 1, January 2021 

 

 113 

research essential and intellectually distinct. To start with, a study by 

Amnesty International Canada (AIC, 2020:1-2) with focus on putting 

human rights at the heart of Canada’s COVID-19 response reveals there 

have been extensive reports of racism and xenophobia related to COVID-

19 responses, including violent attack against individuals with ethnic 

affinity, particularly perceived to be Chinese or East Asian, who were 

equally denied the services of healthcare workers and suggested that 

Canadian government COVID-19 response should reflect the expression of 

solidarity, counter-racism, testing and treatment should be accessible to 

everyone, including undocumented migrants on an equitable and non-

discriminatory basis. However, it failed to explain whether CPRs are 

undermining the human rights of African-Black migrants in CUSA and the 

implications. Despite the number of countries investigated, a research 

conducted by Guadagno (2020) did not equally address the African-Black 

migrants’ human rights, but made some interesting points. That in the effort 

to uphold and promote human rights of migrants in Portugal, the 

government temporarily regularizes all migrants including asylum seekers 

who have applied for a residence permit before declaring state of 

emergency. Similarly, that in Italy, the government, Unions and Migrant 

Rights Associations (MRA) discussed a temporary regularization 

programme for irregular migrant workers. While in Belgium, Spain, 

Netherlands and United Kingdom, governments released some of these 

migrants in line with international human rights law. Nevertheless, there 

were countless cases of human right issues including xenophobia, 

scapegoating, and stigmatization such as hate speech, assaults and 

harassments directed towards internal migrants in areas marginally affected 

by COVID-19. Interestingly, Institute for Human Rights and Business 

(IHRB, 2020) assessment on human right impacts of COVID-19 responses 

in Myanmar and companies responsibilities, have revealed that migrant 

workers in China, among others did not enjoy same rights as the citizens. 

For instance, that many of the thousands of migrant workers that returned 

to Myanmar from China due to COVID policy measures were forced to 

vacate their premises and job without payment and were not covered by 

unemployment insurance and their access to healthcare facilities was 

limited. Hence, it suggested that companies with capacity should assist to 

protect human rights by meeting their basic needs. However, the study falls 
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into the same web, as it failed to address how CPRs has undermined the 

human rights of African-Black migrants and the implications. In the same 

vein, a research conducted by Human Rights Watch (HRW, 2020) on 

human rights dimensions of COVID-19 response unfolded that in an effort 

to limit transmission from Wuhan city in Hubei province, the Chinese 

government's imposes two days total and stringent quarantine with little 

respect for human rights as many residents in the cities under quarantine 

expressed difficulties obtaining medical care and other life necessities. 

Substantiating this, that a boy with cerebral palsy died because no one took 

care of him after his father was quarantined; a woman with leukemia died 

after being turned away by several hospitals because of concerns about 

cross-infection; and a man with kidney disease jumped to his death from 

his apartment balcony after he could not get access to health facilities for 

dialysis. Moreover, the study failed to show how CPRs undermines the 

rights of African-Black migrants in CUSA and the implications. 

Accordingly, World Bank Groups (WBG, 2020) have studied migration-

related COVID-19 responses around the world but two cases relate more to 

this current research: First, that China's CPRs to internal migrants includes: 

cash transfer to unemployed; grants unemployed migrant workers access to 

unemployment insurance benefits; gave households with unemployed 

members opportunity to apply for temporary social assistance; exempted, 

reduced and postponed social insurance contributions, housing funds and 

utility costs; wage and job subsidies; tax exemption among others. 

Secondly, the study equally unfolds that USA's CPRs to international 

migrants in some cities included issuance of updated guidance on visas for 

medical professionals and residents; provided good time for submission of 

documents for extensions of employment authorizations; lifted the in-

person interview requirement for most applicants applying for seasonal 

guest worker program and temporarily amended regulations to allow 

seasonal migrant workers to remain in the United States beyond the 3-year 

maximum allowable period of stay. Thus, in some states and cities: 

California, Oregon, Washington-DC, Austin, Boston, Chicago, 

Minneapolis, New York and Seattle, there were established interventions 

including among others: the allocation of millions of dollars for disaster 

relief-assistance for undocumented immigrants impacted by COVID-19; 

the authorization of testing and testing-related services at 100 percent 
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reimbursement through its Medicaid programme for patients to enrol 

without regard to income, resources or immigration status. Summarily, it is 

glaring that the contributions of: AIC (2020); UN (2020); IHRB (2020); 

WBG (2020); Guadagno (2020) and HRW (2020) broadly concentrated on 

the human rights impacts of CPRs on regular and irregular migrants with 

other ethnic social affinities but failed in particular, to investigate whether 

CPRs undermine human rights of African-Black migrants and the 

implications for Africa-CUSA relations which make this current research 

academically distinct.  

 

Methodology 

This study relied on credible print media which are secondary materials 

including websites, online articles, governmental and international 

documentations including reports, conventions and agreements. Careful 

content-comparison was carried out to validate and determine reliability of 

the information from the materials. Relevant qualitative and quantitative 

information or data were extracted and organized to provide answers to the 

research questions earlier stated. The findings are thematically presented 

and discussed using tables, chat and pictorial illustrations where necessary. 

However, this study is largely a qualitative research based content analysis. 

 

Findings and Discussion 

 

ILSHRMs treatment and protection 

In research question one: what are the ILSHRMs treatment and protection? 

Table 1 shows that migrants irrespective of their social status are largely 

protected by international standards, which countries or states authorities 

including those of CUSA cannot claim ignorance but under the obligation 

to conform and promote without discrimination. 
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Table 1: ILSHMRs applicable to migrants' treatment and protection. 

 
ILSHRMs  Provisions 

International Covenant on Civil 

and Political Rights (ICCPR) 

adopted and opened for signature, 

ratification and accession by 

General Assembly resolution 

2200A (XXI) of 16 December 

1966, entry into force 23 March 

1976. 

Article 

6(1) 

Every human being has the inherent 

right to life. This right shall be 

protected by law. No one shall be 

arbitrarily deprived of his life. 

 

 Article 7 No one shall be subjected to torture 

or to cruel, inhuman or degrading 

treatment or punishment. In 

particular, no one shall be subjected 

without his free consent to medical or 

scientific experimentation. 

 

 Article 

26 

All persons are equal before the law 

and are entitled without any 

discrimination to the equal protection 

of the law. In this respect, the law 

prohibits any discrimination and 

guarantees to all persons equal and 

effective protection against 

discrimination on any ground such as 

race, colour, sex, language, religion, 

politics or other opinion, national or 

social origin, property, birth or other 

status. 

 

International Convention on the 

Protection of the Rights of All 

Migrant Workers and Members of 

Their Families (CMW) Adopted 

by General Assembly resolution 

45/158 of 18 December 1990. 

Article 

25(1) 

 

 

Migrant workers shall enjoy 

treatment not less favourable than 

that which applies to nationals of the 

State of employment in respect of 

remuneration. 

 

 Article 

43(1d) 

 

Migrant workers shall enjoy equality 

of treatment with nationals of the 

State of employment in relation to: 

(d) Access to housing, including 

social housing schemes, and 

protection against exploitation in 
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ILSHRMs  Provisions 

respect of rents. 

Convention against Torture and 

Other Cruel, Inhuman or 

Degrading Treatment or 

Punishment (CAT) was adopted 

by the UN General 

Assembly (Resolution 39/46) on 

10th December 1984.Enteredinto 

force: 26 June 1987. 

Article 

2(2) 

No exceptional circumstances 

whatsoever, whether a state of war or 

a threat of war, internal political 

instability or any other public 

emergency, may be invoked as a 

justification of torture.” 

American Convention on Human 

Rights(ACHR) signed on 22 

November 1969. 

Article 

5(2) 

No one shall be subjected to torture 

or to cruel, inhuman, or degrading 

punishment or treatment. All persons 

deprived of their liberty shall be 

treated with respect for the inherent 

dignity of the human person. 

 

 Article 

24 

All persons are equal before the law. 

Consequently, they are entitled, 

without discrimination, to equal 

protection of the law. 

 

International Convention on the 

Elimination of All Forms of 

Racial Discrimination (ICERD 

Adopted and opened for signature 

and ratification by General 

Assembly resolution 2106 (XX) 

of 21 December 1965 

entry into force 4 January 1969. 

Article  

2 

States Parties shall, when the 

circumstances so warrant, take, in the 

social, economic, cultural and other 

fields, special and concrete measures 

to ensure the adequate development 

and protection of certain racial 

groups or individuals belonging to 

them, for the purpose of guaranteeing 

them the full and equal enjoyment of 

human rights and fundamental 

freedoms... 

 

 Article 5 

(b), (d), 

(e) and 

(f) 

In compliance with the fundamental 

obligations laid down in article 2 of 

this Convention, States Parties 

undertake to prohibit and to eliminate 

racial discrimination in all its forms 

and to guarantee the right of 

everyone, without distinction as to 

race, colour, or national or ethnic 

origin, to equality before the law, 

notably in the enjoyment of the 
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ILSHRMs  Provisions 

following rights:  

 

(b) The right to security of person 

and protection by the State against 

violence or bodily harm, whether 

inflicted by government officials or 

by any individual group or 

institution;  

 

(d) Other civil rights, in particular: (i) 

The right to freedom of movement 

and residence within the border of 

the State; (ii) The right to leave any 

country, including one's own, and to 

return to one's country; (iii) The right 

to nationality; (vii) The right to 

freedom of thought, conscience and 

religion; (viii) The right to freedom 

of opinion and expression; (ix) The 

right to freedom of peaceful 

assembly and association;  

 

(e) Economic, social and cultural 

rights, in particular: (i) The rights to 

work, to free choice of employment, 

to just and favourable conditions of 

work, to protection against 

unemployment, to equal pay for 

equal work, to just and favourable 

remuneration; (iii) The right to 

housing; (iv) The right to public 

health, medical care, social security 

and social services; 

 

(f) The right of access to any place or 

service intended for use by the 

general public, such as transport 

hotels, restaurants, cafes, theatres and 

parks. 

Source: ICCPR (1966); CMW (1990), CAT (1984:2); ACHR (1969); ICERD (1965:2-4). 
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In addition, the Office of UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 

(OHCHR 2020) releases some guidance on COVID-19 response which 

provides among others, that all migrants regardless of their migration 

status, must be taken into account as an integral part of any effective public 

health and recovery policy responses to COVID-19 crisis. That State 

authorities should ensure that CPRs include measures to prevent, monitor 

and address stigma and incidents of racism, xenophobia, incitement to 

discrimination, hatred and violence as well as holding those responsible 

accountable. The reality in context of African-Black migrants' treatment 

and protection in CUSA contradicts these legal standards and guidance in 

all ramifications. 

 

The CPRs and human rights of African-Black migrants in CUSA 

On research question two: How has CPRs in CUSA undermined the human 

rights of African-Black migrants. Table 2shows CPRs in CUSA have 

undermined the human rights of African-Black migrants. 

 

Table 2: How CPRs have undermined human rights of African-Black 

migrants in CUSA. 
CUSA Cities CPRs and treatment of African-Black migrants.  

China Southern 

city of 

Guangzhou, 

Guangdong 

province.  

Mixed racial-based COVID-19 containment measures 

targeted African-Black migrants and undermined their 

rights as follows: 

first, COVID-19 response in Guangzhou city stereotyped and 

stigmatized African-Black people as the importer and cause of 

the spread of the pandemic; 

force eviction / thrown out from their residents to sleep on the 

street; 

denied them from entering public facilities (restaurants and 

shops); 

some are forced to self-isolation at home and to take the 

COVID-19 test; 

forced to quarantine in designated hotels in which they could not 

afford or foot the bills due to their income status and high prices 

of the hotels designated by the authority for the quarantine. 

forced to accept on-the-spot COVID-19 testing; 

repeated subjection to COVID-19 testing to stereotype and 

stigmatize African-Black identity. 
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Threat-strategies adopted to enforce the above includes: 

threat of seizure of passports;  

threat of visa revocation;  

threat of arrest;   

threat of deportation; 

surveillance such as cameras and alarms were installed and 

mounted outside the African-Black migrants' apartments to 

monitor defaulters particularly those who were in self-isolation 

at home 

Used local police to harass and arrest African-Black people in 

any attempt to access restaurants and shops. 

United 

States 

of 

America 

(USA) 

New 

Orleans, 

Louisiana, 

Chicago, 

Michigan 

(Detroit), 

Mississippi, 

Alabama, 

Baltimore,  

Richmond,  

Fresno and  

Calif 

among 

others. 

 

Multiple and varied policies have undermined the equal 

rights of  African-Black migrants making them more 

vulnerable to COVID-19 than the Whites: 

before COVID-19 outbreak African-Black migrants have been 

undermined through discrimination and unequal treatment in 

terms of socioeconomic and healthcare policies. For example, in 

terms of socio-economic policy African-Black migrants rights 

are undermined in the following ways: 

 

• African-Black migrants have experienced discrimination when 

applying for jobs as public policies restricted tens of millions 

of them to jobs with few benefits, lower wages, and limited 

protections; 

 

• overrepresented in the lowest-paid agricultural, domestic, and 

service vocations and have the least job security; 

 

• high levels of discrimination when seeking promotions or 

equal pay and when trying to rent; 

 

• Pay higher mortgage rates when seeking to buy housing. 

 

many of the government homeownership and housing 

affordability policies disproportionately benefited the whites' 

households while excluding the households of African-Black 

migrants. 

 

COVID-19 policy responses or measures discriminately 

undermined  human rights of African-Black Migrants in the 

following ways: 

 

African-Black migrant population were under-diagnosed and 

under-treated compared to the whites population; 
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African-Black migrants were not given the opportunity to enjoy 

favourable housing policy as the whites; 

 

many employers of African-Black migrant workers were 

compelled by COVID-19 containment measures to close their 

doors but COVID-19 reliefs neglected African-Black migrant 

workers; 

 

COVID-19 reliefs neglected the independent practicing physicians 

rendering care service at the frontlines of the fight against the 

virus; 

 

COVID-19 policy responses failed to put into consideration 

African-Black migrants in healthcare and social assistance 

sectors as the whites. For instance, African-Black migrants 

engage in administrative services in: 

-  healthcare facilities; 

- retail trade, such grocery stores, home furnishings, gasoline, 

homecare, 

-  restaurants facilities; and 

-  remediation services in call centers, recycling and waste 

management facilities. 

But COVID-19 reliefs only focused on the whites and neglected 

African-Black migrants. 

 

Even the federal COVID-19 incentive package known as the 

Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act 

provides much-needed cash assistance to only American 

families but neglected the African-Black migrant families. 

 

Source: HRW (2020); Dogru (2020); Ray and Perry (2020); Perry, et al. (2020); Joles 

(2020); Maqbool (2020); Shabazz (2020); Gamblin (2020). 
 

It is palpable from Table 1 and 2, that CPRs in the above identified cities in 

CUSA largely undermined the human rights of African-Black migrants to 

equal treatment, access and protection. Comparatively, in the case of China, 

information is only available on one city. Nevertheless, it is glaring that the 

authority of Guangzhou, a city in Guangdong province of China 

stereotyped and stigmatized people of African-Black identity as the 

importers and the cause of COVID-19 spread under the guise of CPRs 

given credibility to the scapegoating theory of prejudice. However, in the 
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case of USA, it is evident, that the nature of occupations, businesses and 

services of African-Black migrants has been patterned by the society to 

reflect; lack of equal access to opportunities such as: wealth, health, social 

services andCOVID-19 reliefs. In addition, the assistance available and 

accessible to the whites equally gives credibility to the scapegoating theory 

of prejudice. Again, in the case of China, Figure 1 shows the pictorial 

evidence on how the rights of African-Black migrants are undermined, but 

no data exist on death rate.  

 

Figure 1: Evidence showing maltreatment of African-Black population in China. 

 

  Africans forced out of their 

accommodation. 

Africans sleeping on the street, after being 

denied shelter. 

 
An African-Black man beingharassed by the Police. 
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 An African-black man being harassed by the Police.   

 

Source: 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-52309414  

https://cdn.cnn.com/cnn/.e/interactive/html5-video-media/2020/04/10/desktop_caught_opt.mp4 

https://cdn.cnn.com/cnnnext/dam/assets/200410141731-04-africans-china-gz-exlarge-169.jpg          

https://twitter.com/i/status/1247909829974392842 

[accessed July 19, 2020]. 
 

In the case of USA, no pictorial evidence was found on how the human 

rights of African-Back migrants have been undermined by CPRs. However, 

Table 3 shows quantitative data exist on death rates, revealing that denying 

migrants equal treatment, access and protection has a serious consequence 

on their right to life in times of pandemic. 

 

Table 3: African-Black migrants COVID-19 fatality rate in four USA cities 

at a glance. 

 
Cities % of African-Black 

population in the cities 

% of African-Black fatality rate 

Louisiana Approximately 33% 70% of COVID-19 fatalities. 

Chicago 29%-30% 68% -70% of COVID-19 fatalities. 

Washington, D.C. 46% 62.5% of COVID-19 fatalities. 

Michigan (Detroit 

area) 

Heavily African-Black populated, accounts for nearly 85% of the 

state’s COVID-19 deaths. 

Source: Ray and Perry (2020); Chicago Department of Public Health (CDC) cited in 

Shabazz (2020). 
 

The conflict-implications for Africa-CUSA relations 

On research question three, what implications for Africa-CUSA relations? 

First and foremost, CUSA have been Africa top mutual partners in progress 



NOUN - International Journal of Migration and Global Studies 

 

 124 

and development, especially in economic, security, health, agriculture, 

telecommunication, construction and other mutual dealings. For example, 

Figure 2 shows smooth trade relations between Africa-CUSA before 

COVID-19 outbreak. 

 

Figure 2: Evidence of CUSA-Africa as partners in progress in terms of 

trade 2002-2018. 

 

 

 
Source: UN Comtrade (Feb 2020) in Hakins John (2020: excel sheet 6). 
 

In addition, Table 4 shows that CUSA are among four major foreign 

countries with the highest investment in terms of total capital invested and 

job created in African sub-regions before COVID-19 outbreak. 
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Table 4: CUSA as major source of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in 

Africa 2014-2018 

 
Country (CUSA) Projects Jobs created Capital US$m 

USA 463 62 004 30 855 

France 329 57 979 34 172 

UK 286 40 949 17768 

China 259 137 028 72 235 

 

Source: FDI intelligence and EY Africa attractiveness report, 2019 in Madden, Payce 

(2019:3-4) 
 

Nevertheless, more current evidences on Africa-CUSA relations in 

connection to the fight against COVID-19. For instance, information from 

Ghana News Agency (GNA, 2020:2-3) shows that Ghana as the aviation 

hub of African continent received life-sustaining medical supplies from 

Chinese Government to support some African countries in stemming the 

spread COVID-19. The supplies according to the Agency contain personal 

protection equipment and medical facilities including face masks, medical 

protective suits, goggles, gloves, thermometers, and ventilators for 

countries including Ghana, Nigeria, Senegal, Gabon, Siera Leone, Guinea-

Bissau, Guinea, Cote d’ Ivoire, Gambia Liberia, Mali, Burkina Faso, 

Equatorial Guinea, Togo, Benin, Republic of Congo, Cape Verde, Sao 

Tome and Principe as beneficiaries. Equally, Ching (2020:4-5) reveals that 

Angola, Kenya, South-Africa, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Ethiopia and Nigeria are 

listed among beneficiaries of the USA $64 million humanitarian assistance 

released to assist the most vulnerable nations to COVID-19. Yet, these are 

done amidst racial policies and discrimination against African-Black 

migrants in their cities, casting serious doubt on the sincerity behind 

CUSA's humanitarian cash and kind gestures in the continent. Even though, 

Africa has not taken any serious diplomatic step against CUSA 

governments, by implications, it will make Africa and Africans to view 

CUSA's humanitarian assistance to stemming and containing COVID-19 

crisis in the continent as hypocritical and diplomatically masking to achieve 

their international power-seeking selfish-interests in the continent given 

credence to the realist theorization that states prioritize national interest 

rather than ethical standards. To this end therefore, this study highlights and 

https://www.brookings.edu/author/payce-madden/
https://www.brookings.edu/author/payce-madden/
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predicts three broad conflict-implications for Africa-CUSA relations as 

diagrammatically presented in Figure 3. 

 

 

Figure 3: The conflict-implications for Africa- CUSA relations at a glance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Authors. 

 

Conclusion 

It is obvious that international legal standards largely provides for all 

person to enjoy equal treatment, access and protection without 

discrimination irrespective of status, race or identity but CPRs in some 

cities of CUSA have viciously undermined the human rights of African-

If  policies in CUSA 

continue to 

undermine African-

Black people's rights. 

 

And it eventually 

stimulates retaliation 

across African 

countries, it will have: 

 

Without serious intervention 

by stakeholders to address the 

situation facing African-Black 

people in CUSA. 

 

Human-security 

implications 

 

Politico-strategic 

implications 

Economic  

implications 

 

• Trade flow between Africa 

and CUSA will be interrupted. 

• Africa and CUSA foreign 

earning from trade will 

decline.  

• Attacks and looting on 

business outfits and 

investments will cause 

temporary unemployment 

capital lost for Africa and 

CUSA. 

• CUSA will lose huge markets 

for their products where the 

domestic African importers 

may not be able to access 

products from CUSA. 

• Stringent unfavourable 

economic policy on foreign 

investors by Africa and CUSA 

may spring-up in worst-case 

conflict scenario. 

• Funding for evacuation or 

repatriation of migrants will 

compound with spending on 

COVID-19 measures for 

Africa and CUSA. 

• Africa-CUSA military 

collaboration in the fight 

against insurgency and 

terrorism may be 

interrupted. 

• Security intelligence and 

surveillance supportive 

interaction may be 

suspended.  

• All bilateral and 

multilateral diplomatic 

agreements between 

Africa and CUSA may be 

affected. 

• After COVID-19 Africa 

may look elsewhere for 

new partners and this 

would mean for CUSA 

loss of political and 

economic influence in the 

continent of Africa and 

other world powers may 

take advantage to 

advance their interests by 

filling the gaps.  

 

• Collaboration with Africa in 

the fight against COVID-19 

pandemic including disease 

surveillance; medical 

supplies, doctors and 

quarantine specialists 

sharing experiences on the 

control and treatment of 

COVID-19 and other 

humanitarian supports may 

be suspended. 

• Safety of Chinese and 

Americans across African 

countries and Africans in 

CUSA will be at risk. 

• The need for evacuation or 

expulsions will lead to more 

worries and stress for Africa 

and CUSA as to the 

handling of quarantine for 

returnees. 

• Returnees may suffer 

resettlement challenge 

which will also raise human 

rights issue for Africa and 

CUSA. 
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Black migrants by denying them equal treatment, access and protection. 

Consequently, this study reveals three broad conflict-implications of 

human-security, economic and politico-strategic that continuous 

underminization without proper intervention could degenerate into, which 

will mean more worries in the fight against COVID-19 and strain on 

Africa-CUSA mutual relations in post-COVID-19 crisis. Contextually, this 

study exposes that the human rights of African-Black migrant population in 

these cities: Guangzhou (China); New Orleans, Louisiana, Chicago, 

Michigan (Detroit),Mississippi, Alabama, Baltimore, Richmond, Fresno 

and Calif (USA) have been inhumanly undermined and need to be 

addressed properly to protect the image as well as the rights of African-

Black migrants. Legally, it has unveiled the gap between international legal 

provisions on human rights standards on migrants' treatment and the 

realities facing African-Black migrants in CUSA and should spur legal 

practitioners and institutions to make efforts to see that the rights of 

African-Black migrants are protected.   

To avoid the conflict-implications that racism, discrimination, 

stigmatization or unequal treatment and unequal access could ignite 

between Africa-CUSA, this study recommends that (i) The Chinese 

authority should drop in all ramification racial-based CPRs and threat-

strategies stereotyping and stigmatizing African-Black migrants and 

conform to international legal standards of human rights of migrants 

treatment and protection; (ii) USA authority should equally drop 

discriminating policies and extend its COVID-19 socio-economic and 

medicare or health reliefs to African-Black migrant communities to 

conform with international standards; (iii) African authorities should not 

think of evacuating their citizens from CUSA as this would create 

additional stress on the fight against COVID-19in terms of providing 

facilities for quarantining and accommodating them. However, they should 

use African Union (AU), African embassies, CUSA embassies and other 

line diplomatic institutions not only in mediating and addressing the human 

rights challenge facing African-Black migrants but should provide 

permanent platform through which the basic needs of African-Black 

population would be met in times of pandemic. (v) CUSA authorities 

should consider the conflict-implications that continuous underminization 

of human rights of African-Black migrants could stimulate and conform to 
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extant international legal standards on migrants' treatment and protection. 

In this way, Africa would appreciate CUSA's humanitarian supports 

towards stemming and containing COVID-19crisis in the continent and 

perhaps peaceful Africa-CUSA relations can thrive. 
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Abstract 

Migration has characterized societies throughout history and as one of the 

defining features of the 21st century, has become an integral part of sustainable 

development contributing significantly to the socio-economic development of 

countries and improving the general wellbeing of international and internal 

migrants. Currently, over 251 million people making about 3.5 per cent of 

world’s population, live outside their areas of origin and there are a host of 

internal migrants living within their countries of origin. In 2016, migrants from 

developing countries remitted an estimated USD516 billion. Meanwhile, various 

conventions and protocols at UN, AU and ECOWAS created international 

obligations requiring member States including Nigeria to protect the rights of 

migrants. With a population of about 200 million, Nigeria by 2019 had about 

1.3million international migrants abroad mainly in the formal sector contributing 

about US$25 billion annually (representing 6.1% of the GDP) to positively 

impact Nigeria’s economy. There is also a huge population of internal migrants 

mostly in the informal sector (which accounted for 65% of Nigeria’s 2017 GDP) 

who contribute significantly to the socio-economic development of the country. 

These migrants are great assets to Nigeria and therefore deserve to have their 

rights protected. The paper finds that despite the efforts of the government 

towards observance of international conventions and enforcement of regulations, 

there are prevalent breaches to the political, social, economic and cultural rights 

due to some legal gaps and inadequate political will to enforce certain rights. 

Violations of the rights of Nigerian migrants lead ultimately to injustice, 

undermining of human dignity, living standards and contribution to national 

development. The COVID-19 has further exacerbated these breaches, impacting 

economically, educationally and health wise, thereby worsening the plight of 

many migrants. Thus, it became imperative to x-ray the issues and challenges 

which militate against the protection of the rights of the migrants. Consequently, 

the paper recommends the enactment/domestication of the relevant laws and 

streamlining activities of the ministries, commissions and agencies involved in 

the management of migration. Other recommendations include compiling 

comprehensive disaggregated profile of migrants, developing robust social 
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security scheme for migrants as well as the judiciary going digital whilst 

incorporating virtual Alternative Dispute Resolution mechanism.  

 

Introduction 

Migration has characterized human experiences and societies throughout 

history as a multidimensional phenomenon dealing with economic, social, 

and political factors. It can be international involving the movement of 

people across political boundaries to a different country than one of origin 

and internal dealing with movement of people within a country.1 

Contemporarily, more people are motivated and easily able to migrate in 

different ways for a complex combination of reasons including poverty, 

employment, lack of access to healthcare, education, water, food, housing, 

and the consequences of environmental degradation and climate change.2 

By 2016, over 251 million people, about 3.5 percent of world’s population, 

live outside their areas of origin.3 Many more internal migrants live within 

their countries of origin and are contributing their quota to national 

development. In 2016, migrants from developing countries remitted an 

estimated USD516 billion.4 Meanwhile, all the migrants by virtue of their 

status have rights which must be protected to enable them live and operate 

optimally. Generally, migration can be managed to impact positively as a 

powerful poverty reduction and development tool. For example, the USA 

attracted and sustained different races around the world who impacted her 

national development. Similarly, Europe has considerably attracted cheap 

migrant labour to fill the gap created by its ageing population. Currently, 

the number of people living outside their country of birth is estimated to be 

over 200 million or 3 percent of the world population.5 Consequently, the 

 
1YA Mohammed, “Cause and consequence of cross border illegal migration from South 

Wollo, Ethiopia”. Arts Soc Sci J 2016; 188:2-20. 
2  C Ozden and M Schiff, International Migration, Economic Development and Policy, 

(New York: World Bank and Palgrave Macmillan 2007), p.1. 
3 United Nation, “Sustainable Development Goals, 17 Goals to  

Transform Our World”, < http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/ 

blog/2016/01/244-million-international-migrants-living-abroad-worldwide-new-un-

statistics-reveal/>.  
4 Ibid. 
5. Report of theGlobalCommissionoin on InternationalMigration 2005, “Migration in an 

Interconnected World: New Directions for Action”,p.1. 
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United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights was enacted to give 

right to freedom of movement for everyone, to seek residence and enjoy 

asylum in other countries.6 This made the international rights of man 

legally binding as moral principles describing certain standards of human 

behaviour. Thus, the consciousness for the protection of the rights in 

various conventions and protocols at UN, AU and ECOWAS obligated 

member States to protect the rights of migrants. Nigeria as a State party to 

several international instruments has constitutional provisions on the 

promotion and protection of human rights. In 1995, Nigeria established the 

National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), to deal with matters relating 

to human rights violations. Additionally, there are various other laws, 

policies and regulations dealing with and promoting the rights of the 

migrants.  

With a population of over 200 million, Nigeria has millions of 

migrants.7 By 2019, Nigeria had about 1.3 million international migrants 

abroad mainly in the formal sector contributing about US$25 billion 

annually (representing 6.1% of the GDP) to positively impact Nigeria’s 

economy.8 There is also a huge population of internal migrants mostly in 

the informal sector (which according to the IMF accounted for 65% of 

Nigeria’s 2017 GDP) who contribute significantly to the socio-economic 

development of the country.9 The informal sector comprises any economic 

activity or source of income that is not fully regulated by the government.10 

Examples of informal employment include street trading, subsistence 

farming, small scale manufacturing, services like hairdressing, taxi driving, 

carpentry etc. According to the 2010 national internal migration survey in 

 
6United Nation, “Universal Declaration of Human Rights”, 

<http://www.ohchr.org/EN/UDHR/Documents/UDHR_Translations/eng.pdf  > 
7 Worldometers, “Nigeria Population Live,” https://www.worldometers.info/world-

population/nigeria-population/July 2020; 
8Olufikayo Owoeye, “Nigeria’s diaspora remittances to hit $25.5bn in 2019 – PwC,” 

Business Day, Aug 20, 2019; https://businessday.ng/checkout/?level=52. 
9 Bank of Industry, “Economic Development through the Nigerian Informal Sector” ... 

<www.boi.ng › wp-content › uploads › 2018/05 › BOI-Working-Paper... >Working Paper  

Series : No.  2, 17th May 2018   
10 Ibid. 

https://businessday.ng/author/olufikayo/
https://businessday.ng/checkout/?level=52
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Nigeria, the national average of migrant households was 23%.11  It 

therefore means that this segment of the Nigerian population is a great asset 

and deserves to have their rights protected. 

Despite the efforts of government in ratifying some of the international 

conventions and protocols and enforcement of regulations, there are 

prevalent breaches to the social, political, economic and cultural rights of 

the migrants due to some legal gaps and inadequate enforcement of certain 

rights. During the COVID-19 lockdown between March and April 2020, 

for instance, over 105 violations in 24 states including the FCT 

occurred.12The thematic areas of violations which also affected migrants 

included extra-judicial killings, violation of right to freedom of movement, 

unlawful arrest and detention, sexual and gender based violence, 

discrimination, torture, extortion, inhumane and degrading treatment. 

Usually, law enforcement agents are the culprits in sheer display of 

impunity and reckless disregard for human life.13 The violation of the rights 

of Nigerian migrants leads ultimately to injustice, undermining of human 

dignity, living standards and contribution to national development. 

Meanwhile, the COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated these breaches 

thereby making it imperative to re-appraise the situation. Therefore, the 

objective of this paper is to x-ray the issues and challenges which militate 

against the protection of the rights of the migrants amidst COVID-19 

pandemic with a view to making recommendations to the government.  

The paper commences with conceptual clarification of key words to 

place the work in proper perspective. This is followed by a discourse on the 

international and national legal frameworks for the protection of the rights 

of the migrants to present a broad overview on the subject. Next, the 

 
11Clifford O. Odimegwu and Yemi Adewoyin, ‘Ethnic fertility behavior and internal 

migration in Nigeria: revisiting the migrant fertility hypotheses’ 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s41118-020-00073-8. 

 
12

Tony Ojukwu Esq Executive Secretary, NHRC, “National Human Rights Commission 

Press Release on Incidents of Violation of Human Rights,” 15th  April, 2020. 

https://www.nigeriarights.gov.ng/nhrc-media/press-release/100-national-human-rights-

commission-press-release-on-covid-19-enforcement-so-far-report-on-incidents-of-

violation-of-human-rights.html 
13 Ibid. 
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various issues and challenges militating against the efforts to secure the 

rights of migrants are examined leading to proffering strategies to 

safeguard the migrants’ rights. Lastly, the paper concludes with salient 

recommendations to enhance the protection of the migrants’ human rights. 

This paper is constrained by the dearth of aggregated data on Nigeria’s 

internal and international migrants. Nevertheless, the analyses have been 

justified by copious reference to secondary sources whereby relevant 

literatures were purposefully selected for content analysis.    

 

Conceptual Clarifications 

The concepts to be clarified are migration, human rights and COVID-19 

pandemic. Thereafter, their relationship will be established to deepen 

understanding and how each variable influences the other.    

 

Migration 

The term migration has been defined by many scholars in different ways to 

address different perspectives. The National Geographic Society (NGS), for 

instance, defines migration as “the movement of people from one place to 

another for the purpose of taking up permanent or semi-permanent 

residence, usually across a political boundary”.14 This notion of migration 

is narrow and not appropriate for this work because it may not necessarily 

be for the purpose of taking permanent or semi-permanent residence. It 

could be induced and be within a political boundary. 

On one hand, Barnett defines migration as the process whereby people 

live outside their places of habitual residence and often countries of origin, 

in a place where they might not understand the language and/or culture.15 

They usually lack their familiar or community support mechanisms and can 

be exposed to racism, xenophobia and discrimination. Barnet actually 

painted a picture of migration in the mediaeval era when religiously 

induced movement was triggered by racism, xenophobia and 

 
14National Geographic Society, “What is Migration?” Xpediction Magazine Vol. 3, No 6, 

2013, p.4. 
15J Barnett and M Webber “Accommodating Migration to Promote Adaptation to Climate 

Change”, Commission on Climate Change and Development (2009). 

https://www.preventionweb.net/files/11872_AccommodatingMigration1.pdf 

https://www.preventionweb.net/files/11872_AccommodatingMigration1.pdf
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discrimination.16 Unfortunately in the 21st Century, migration is still 

bedevilled by such primordial cleavages. This definition falls short of 

categorizing the internal migrants.  

On the other hand, migration according to the International 

Organization for Migration (IOM) is a process of moving, either across an 

international border or within a state. It encompasses any kind of 

movement of people, whatever its length, composition and causes; it 

includes migration of refugees, displaced persons, social and economic 

migrants.17 The definition takes into account international migration to 

foreign countries and migration within a country. The definition also 

reflects the causes of internal migration which in Nigeria is due mainly to 

ethnic and religious conflicts, environmental disasters, farmers/herdsmen 

clashes, civil strife, boundary and land disputes, etc.18 Poverty drives much 

of this movement as 40.1 percent of total population which is about 82.9 

million Nigerians is classified as poor by national standards.19 Also it 

covers the migrant worker engaged in a remunerated activity.20 In terms of 

categorization of migrants, the definition is construed broadly to include 

refugees within its ambit and internal migrants within Nigeria such as IDPs, 

house helps, domestic workers, shoe shiners, truck pushers, petty traders, 

hawkers, hairdressers, fashion designers, Almajirai pupils forced into 

begging,21 peasant farmers and generally low income earners, mostly in the 

 
16Ibid. 
17  International Migration law: A Glossary on Migration, IOM, (Publication of IOM, 

2004), p.4. 
18 Ibid 
19 National Bureau of Statistics, “Poverty and Inequality in Nigeria2019: Executive 

Summary” https://nigerianstat.gov.ng/elibrary?queries[search]=poverty. The WORLD 

Bank defines extreme poverty as living on less than $1.90 international dollars (int.$). The 

(Global extreme poverty- Our World in data). Htpps://ourworldindata.org/happiness-and 

lifesatisfaction/. 
20UN International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and 

Members of Their Families, 1990:Article 2(1) 
21Executive Secretary of the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) noted that the 

‘Almajirai children are exposed to increased vulnerabilities and risks, including death, 

….forced/child marriages.’  Almajirai: Commission raises alarm over abuses, challenges 

northern governors, https://www.sunnewsonline.com/almajirai-commission-raises-alarm-

over-abuses-challenges-northern-governors/ The Sun Newspaper 30 May 2020. 
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informal sector of Nigeria’s economy.22Although data on their actual 

numbers are not readily available, these internal migrants can be noticed in 

their millions around households, neighborhoods, construction sites, 

markets, urban areas, streets, mechanic workshops, industrial parks 

amongst others across Nigeria.  This definition captures the basic essentials 

and drivers of international and internal migration in contemporary times 

and is considered apt for this paper. The focus here is on Nigerian 

international migrants and the internal migrants in the informal sector who 

are on the lower class of the socio economic ladder.   

 

Human Rights 

Human rights are universal and its concept lacks consensus among 

scholars, diplomats and jurists, as to its meaning or scope. Eze for example, 

posits that human rights represent claims, which individuals or groups 

make on society, some of which are protected by law, while others remain 

aspirations to be attained in the future.23 This definition does not emphasize 

what the claims are and therefore, vague.  Maiese defines human rights as 

the basic rights and freedoms to which all humans are considered entitled; 

the right to life, liberty, freedom of thought and expression, and equal 

treatment before the law, among others.24  This definition covers the 

essential ingredients of human rights but is not comprehensive enough. 

Amnesty International (AI) sees human rights as basic rights and 

freedom that all people are entitled to regardless of race, sex, national or 

ethnic origin, religion, language or other status.25 This concept is supported 

by the United Nations to include the right to life and liberty, freedom from 

slavery and torture, freedom of opinion and expression, the right to work 

and education, and many more.  Everyone is entitled to these rights, 

without discrimination. These rights include civil and political rights as 

 
22Blessing U. Mberu, Roland Pongou; “Nigeria: Multiple Forms of Mobility in Africa's 

Demographic Giant”30 June 2010https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/nigeria-

multiple-forms-mobility-africas-demographic-giant. 
23O Eze, Human Rights in Africa: Some selected problems (Lagos: NIIA in cooperation 

with Macmillan Nigeria Publishers, 1984), p.5 
24Michelle Maiese, “Human Rights Protection,” Beyond Intractability, June 

2004;https://www.beyondintractability.org/essay/human_rights_protect%20 
25Amnesty International, “Concept of Human 

Rights,”<hptt://www.amnestyinternational.org  >. 

https://www.beyondintractability.org/contributors/michelle-maiese


NOUN - International Journal of Migration and Global Studies 

 

 140 

social, cultural as well as economic rights including the right to participate 

in culture, the right to food, and the right to work and receive an education. 

This definition recognizes human rights as the absolute moral entitlements 

attached to all persons equally by virtue of their humanity. It is in 

consonance with the essence of this paper and therefore applies.  

 

Coronavirus Disease(COVID-19) Pandemic 

The coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is a communicable respiratory 

disease caused by a new strain of coronavirus, called severe acute 

respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2, or SARS-CoV-2 that causes illness in 

humans.26It was first reported in Wuhan China, but it has now spread 

throughout the world from animals to humans. The disease spreads from 

person to person through infected air droplets that are projected during 

sneezing or coughing.  It can also be transmitted when humans have contact 

with hands or surfaces that contain the virus and touch their eyes, nose, or 

mouth with the contaminated hands. Meanwhile, the World Health 

Organisation (WHO) has declared the COVID-19 a pandemic27 defined as 

occurring over a wide geographical area and affecting an exceptionally 

high proportion of the population.28 A globally coordinated effort is needed 

to stop the further spread of the virus which so far has no cure. The 

pandemic is real and also affects the Nigerian international and internal 

migrants. 
 

The Nexus between Migration, Human Right and Covid-19 Pandemic 

This section focuses on the correlation between migration, human rights 

and Covid-19 pandemic.  

Migration involves movement within or across an international border 

by international and internal migrants to engage most often in legitimate 

activities to benefit themselves, host country and country of origin as the 

 
26Africa Centre for Disease Control, “Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Updates,” 

31 July 2020; < https://africacdc.org/covid-19/> 
27WHO Director-General's opening remarks at the media briefing on COVID-19 - 11 

March 2020. Available from: https://www.who.int/dg/speeches/detail/who-director-

general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19---11-march-2020. 
28Marriam Webster Dictionary.Pandemic. Available from:https://www.merriam-

webster.com/dictionary/pandemic . 
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case may be. Migration is positively correlated with development. People 

find jobs, settle in and make savings part of which is remitted home to 

families, communities, and country to contribute to GDP. This reduces 

poverty and other forms of social inequalities and improves the quality of 

life. Meanwhile there are several human rights of migrants which are often 

violated leading to social adverse consequence and poor quality of life 

particularly amidst COVID-19 pandemic. The corollary is that where the 

migrants’ rights are better protected productivity is enhanced. In 2019, for 

instance, migrants’ remittances to Nigeria were about US$25 billion 

representing 6.1% of the GDP.29 This impacted positively on the economy. 

However, due to COVID-19, the diaspora remittances are expected to drop 

significantly. Thus the need to protect the right of the migrants is at all time high 

presently because of the COVID-19 pandemic which has even exacerbated 

the vulnerabilities of the migrants to quality healthcare. There is therefore a 

direct relationship between migration, human rights and the COVID-19 

Pandemic. The next section examines the various international laws that are 

established to protect the rights of the migrants. 

 

International Framework for Regulating/Protecting Migrants’ Human 

Rights 

There are various international frameworks instituted for protecting the 

rights of migrants. These could be considered broadly as legal and 

institutional frameworks. 

 

Legal Frameworks 

Some of the international human rights instruments that provide for 

migration include30: 

a. The UN International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of 

All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, 1990 

(ICRMW).  

 
29Olufikayo Owoeye, “Nigeria’s diaspora remittances to hit $25.5bn in 2019 – PwC,” 

Business Day, Aug 20, 2019; https://businessday.ng/checkout/?level=52. 
30  Numbers a-l Nigeria has either  ratified or exercised the right of  accession  with respect 

to the conventions. For numbers M- U there is neither ratification nor accession.  

https://businessday.ng/author/olufikayo/
https://businessday.ng/checkout/?level=52
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b. The International Convention on Civil and Political Rights and its 

First Optional Protocol, 1976. (Accession to convention in 1993 but 

Protocol not signed) 

c. The International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 

Racial Discrimination,    1965. (Accession Oct. 1967) 

d. The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 

against Women, 1979 and its Optional Protocol (Convention ratified 

1985 but the Protocol not ratified).   

e. The Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1989. 

f. The International Convention on Economic, Social and Cultural 

Rights, 1976. (Accession 1993) 

g. The 1951 Geneva Convention and its 1967 Protocol on the Status of 

Refugees. (Ratified and acced 1988) 

h. The United Nations Convention against Transnational Organised 

crime (Ratified 2001) 

i. The Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, 

Especially Women and Children  and the Human Trafficking and 

Migrant Smuggling Protocols 2000 both of which  supplement  the 

United Nations Convention against Transnational Organised 

crime.(Ratified 2001) 

j. The 1969 International Health Regulations (IHR). 

k. African [Banjul] Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights (Ratified 

1983). 

l. African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (Ratified 

2001). 

m. Two International Labour Organisation (ILO) Labour Migration 

Conventions of 1949 and 2011; 1975 ILO Domestic Worker 

convention. 

n. The AU Protocol on the Free Movement of Persons, the Right of 

Residence and Establishment.31 

o. The 1969 OAU Convention on the status of refugees in Africa.  

p. The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, 2006. 

 
31Protocol to the Treaty Establishing the African Economic Community Relating to the 

Free Movement of Persons, Right of Residence and Right of Establishment (AU Free 

Movement Protocol) adopted in 2018. Article 14 is on free movement of workers without 

discrimination; Article 1.2 and 2.1 of the ECOWAS Common Approach on Migration. 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/OPCCPR1.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/OPCCPR1.aspx
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/convention-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities.html
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q. The African Union Convention for Protection and Assistance of IDPs 

in Africa, 2009 (known as the Kampala Convention). 

r. The ECOWAS Common Approach on Migration Accord for member 

states to adhere to the political dialogue between the EU and 

African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries as set out in 

Articles 8 and13 of the Cotonou Agreement of June 2000.32 

s. The ECOWAS General Convention on Social Security. 

t. The ILO Discrimination (Employment and Occupation) Convention 

(No. 111) of 1958. 

u. The ECOWAS Protocol relating to Free Movement of Persons, 

Residence and Establishment of 1979. 

These conventions and protocols basically seek to promote and protect 

the rights of the migrant to work in just and favourable conditions, the right 

to social protection, to an adequate standard of living and to the highest 

attainable standards of physical and mental well-being. They also cover the 

right to education and the enjoyment of benefits of cultural freedom 

and scientific progress. As for the 1951 Geneva Convention, it is the most 

comprehensive instrument which has been adapted to date on a universal 

level to safeguard the fundamental rights of refugees and to regulate their 

status in countries of asylum especially as it relates to areas as diverse as 

gainful employment, labour legislation, social security, public relief and 

education. Similarly, the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)33 

has several articles that are useful in protecting migrant children. For 

example, Article 11 proscribes trafficking of children under 18 years old 

and Article 19 requires States to protect children from violence, abuse, 

neglect, exploitation and sexual abuse.34 

With regards to health, IHR is the legal instrument for implementing 

constitutional responsibility for controlling the international spread of 

infectious diseases. Revised in 2005, the objective of the IHR was to 

prevent, protect against, control and provide a public health response to the 

 
32This is the most comprehensive  partnership agreement ever signed between the EU and 

the third world countries. The agreement was revised in 2005 and 2010 to give it more 

focus. It will expire in December 2020. 
33   Adopted 20 November 1989, entered into force 2 September 1990. 
34 Susan Martin. 
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international spread of disease.35The COVID-19 pandemic falls under this 

criteria for which the WHO has been coordinating its global response. 

 

Institutional framework 

In terms of institutional framework, the ILO collaborates with other 

relevant institutions such as the IMO and the United Nations High 

Commission for Human Rights. It also promotes the ratification and 

effective application of ILO Conventions and Recommendations and 

policy frame works relevant to the governance of labour migration and the 

protection of migrant workers to ensure international labour standards.  

The discussion on the legal and institutional frameworks at both 

international and regional levels has revealed that there is preponderance of 

regulations in place for the protection of the rights of the migrants. Whereas 

some of these policies and laws have been ratified in Nigeria some of them 

are yet to be assimilated into Nigeria’s laws and so pose enforcement 

challenge. Only a few including the CRC and the African Charter on 

Human and Peoples Right Act have been transmitted into laws in Nigeria. 

The next section reviews the relevant laws in Nigeria on the protection of 

the rights of the migrant.  

 

Legal Framework for Regulating/Protecting Migrants’ Human Rights 

in Nigeria   

The legal framework for the protection of migrants’ rights in Nigerian can 

be treated in 3 segments, namely, policy, legal and institutional 

instruments: 

 

Policy 

Nigeria has a couple of migration related policies aside from ECOWAS 

migration protocols. Some of these are as follows: 

a. In 2014, Nigeria adopted a National Labour Migration Policy (NLMP) 

to promote good governance of labour migration; protect and promote 

migrant workers' welfare and optimize the benefits of labour 

migration on development, while mitigating its adverse impact.  

 
35World Health Organization .International Health Regulations (2005) 2. Switzerland: 

World Health Organization; 2005 
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b. The National Migration Policy (NMP) of 2015 which is relatively 

new.  

c. The National Health Information System policy which recommends a 

health data governance structure for Nigeria. 

d. The Draft Policy on Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) was 

proposed by the National Commission for Refugees.  It has since been 

revised twice in 2009 and 2012. 

The NMP is the umbrella policy on migration while the others (NLMP, 

NPDM and IDP) are sector specific policies. It was approved for 

monitoring and regulating internal and international migration, collection, 

and dissemination of migration data, diaspora mobilization, border 

management, and decent treatment of migrants, IDPs, asylum seekers, and 

the role of civil society in migration management.36 

 

Legal framework 

a. The  1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. 

b. The Child Rights Act (CRA). 

c. The African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights Act,  ss2-24. 

d. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

e. The African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child.   

f. The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 

against Women. 

g. The National Health Law (NHA 2014) provides a legal framework for 

the regulation, development, and management of Nigeria's Health 

System. 

h. The Immigration Act of 1963 (Chapter 171). 

It must be understood that fundamental rights are usually the absolute 

rights that a citizen of a country possesses that cannot, under the majority 

of circumstances37, be taken from the citizen. The Nigerian Constitution38 

in its Chapter IV provides that the Fundamental Rights are the basic human 

rights of all citizens, apply irrespective of race, place of birth, religion, 

creed or gender and are enforceable by the courts, subject to specific 

 
36The International Organisation for Migration (IOM) Nigeria 2015). 
37Circumstances under which a citizen can be deprived of such rights  include maintain 

law and order of the state, and public policy 
38The Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999,  section 41 



NOUN - International Journal of Migration and Global Studies 

 

 146 

restrictions; are inherent and inalienable. Some of the rights under Chapter 

IV (sections 33-43) are right to life, right to dignity of human person, right 

to freedom of movement, freedom from discrimination and right to acquire 

and own property in any part of Nigeria. Whereas these rights are 

justiciable/enforceable, the rights contained in Chapter II (sections 15-21) 

which include the right to adequate medical and health facilities, safety and 

welfare of all persons and right to education are largely seen as not.39 

The African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights 2004is an 

international human rights instrument that promotes and protects human 

rights and basic freedoms in the African continent.40 The Act has been 

transmitted into Nigeria’s body of laws and its sections 2-24 provide inter 

alia for the rights to education, health, shelter, food, social security, safe 

environment and cultural life. Several African countries including Nigeria 

implement the Integrated Disease Surveillance and Response (IDSR) 

strategy to achieve the IHR.41 The IDSR is a strategy that was first 

proposed in 1998 by the WHO Regional Office for Africa as a framework 

for a coordinated and integrated surveillance and response. 

 

Institutional framework 

The Migration Governance Framework (MGF) is modeled on the ‘Whole 

of Government Approach’ as an institutional structure for the 

implementation of the NMP. Some of the relevant institutions include the 

Nigerian Immigration Service, The National Commission for Refugees 

Migration and Internally Displaced Persons, National Commission for 

Refugees, National Population Commission, Ministry of Justice, Internal 

Affairs, Foreign Affairs, Labour and Productivity.  

The National Commission for Refugees Migration and Internally 

Displaced Persons (NCFRMI) is expected to regulate the refugees and 

IDPs. 

 
39This is in spite of several court pronouncements discussed below. 
40African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights (also known as the Banjul Charter)  

<www.achpr.org › legalinstruments › detail 
41Kasolo F, Yoti Z, Bakyaita N, et al. IDSR as a Platform for Implementing IHR in 

African Countries. Biosecurity Bioterrorism Biodefense Strategy Pract Sci. 

2013;11(3):163–169. 
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The IOM Nigeria 2015 regulates internal and international migration, 

collection, and dissemination of migration data, diaspora mobilization, 

border management, and decent treatment of migrants, IDPs, asylum 

seekers, and the role of civil society in migration management. 

The Nigerian Diaspora Commission which the government established 

to coordinate the activities of the diaspora. 

The foregoing has revealed that Nigeria has a fairly robust policy, 

institutional and legal frameworks for the protection of the rights of the 

migrants. However, some are still draft policies and cannot be applied.  

 

Some Breaches of Migrants’ Rights 

Human rights abuses and violations in Nigeria cut across the entire 

spectrum of rights and could be direct or indirect. Generally, cases of 

human rights violations include the right to life, the right to health, the right 

to freedom from discrimination, right to the dignity of human person, child 

abuse, denial of education, domestic violence, means of livelihood and 

forced eviction. 

 

Abuse of right to Life  

This human right is mostly breached in the form of extra-judicial killings 

and torture by government security operatives. Migrants have been 

deprived of their fundamental and inalienable right to life.  In 2009, 

Amnesty International documented 39 cases of security force killings and 

enforced disappearances. In addition, in 2014 Amnesty International 

reported that over 1,500 deaths occurred in Nigeria.42 Similarly, between 

January 2017 and May 2020, there were at least 82 cases of torture, ill 

treatment and extra-judicial execution by Special Anti-Robbery Squad of 

the police.43 In Nigeria, torture is not criminalized but prohibited. Section 

34(1) of the 1999 Constitution prohibits practices such as torture, inhumane 

 
42Onwuazombe, Ifeanyi I., "Human Rights Abuse and Violations in Nigeria: A Case Study of the Oil 

Producing Communities in the Niger Delta Region, "Annual Survey of International & 

Comparative Law:Vol.22:Iss.1,Article8, 

2017.<https://digitalcommons.law.ggu.edu/annlsurvey/vol22/iss1/8>. 
43Yusuf Akinpelu, “Despite violations, Nigeria failed to prosecute any SARS officer in 

three years -Amnesty,” Premium times, 27 June 2020; < 

https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/top-news/399892-despite-violations-nigeria-

failed-to-prosecute-any-sars-officer-in-three-years-amnesty.html. > 

../../SamuelOrie/Desktop/June%202020
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and degrading punishments. However, unlawful and arbitrary arrests, 

detention, false imprisonment, harassment and torture are very common.44 

 

Abuse of Right to Freedom from Discrimination and Racial 

Inequalities 

This human right violation manifests in lack of equity and equality in the 

distribution of basic amenities.45 This imbalance has subjected the migrants 

to hardship, neglect, economic and political marginalization and denial of 

rights. For instance, in USA, amidst the COVID-19  pandemic, more Afro-

Americans including Nigerians, died than the whites even when the 

population of the Afro-American migrants is less than 30% partly due to 

racial justice issue.46 Implicit biases created differential health care 

service.47 It was revealed that 70 percent of African Americans, compared 

to 36 percent of whites, believe that racial discrimination is a major reason 

that African Americans have a harder time getting ahead than whites.48 In 

South Africa issues of xenophobia is common knowledge against Africans 

including Nigerians. Similarly, China quarantined many Nigerians and 

tested them several times in disregard to the Chinese COVID-19 protocol.49 

Chapter IV of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 

1999, provides for fundamental right to freedom from discrimination. 

However, migrants are being discriminated against in the distribution of 

COVID-19 palliatives. In April 2020, the Social and Economic Rights 

Accountability Project (SERAP) declared that millions of the country’s 

 
44Ibid 

45Adetoro Rasheed Adenrele & Omiyefa Muraina Olugbenga, “Challenges of Human 

Rights Abuses in Nigerian Democratic Governance – Which Way Forward ?” Journal of 

Social Economics Research, 2014Vol.1,No. 5,pp.87-96, 2014 
46https://www.apmresearchlab.org/covid/deaths-by-race 
47A Baciu & others (Eds.), The Root Causes of Health Inequity - Communities in Action 

to Health Equity. – (2017) <www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov › books › NBK425845 > 
48Pew Research Center. On views of race and inequality, blacks and whites are worlds 

apart. Pew Research Center; Jun 27, 2016. [October 31, 2016]. http://www

.pewsocialtrends.org/2016/06/27/on-views-of-race-and-inequality-blacks-and-whites-are-

worlds-apart. 
49 Nigeria’s Foreign minister, “Unacceptable: Nigeria condemns treatment of citizens in 

China,” https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/04/nigeria-condemns-treatment-citizens-

china-200414172052630.html, 14 April 2020. 

http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2016/06/27/on-views-of-race-and-inequality-blacks-and-whites-are-worlds-apart
http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2016/06/27/on-views-of-race-and-inequality-blacks-and-whites-are-worlds-apart
http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2016/06/27/on-views-of-race-and-inequality-blacks-and-whites-are-worlds-apart
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poorest and most vulnerable have not benefited from the announced 

palliatives/donations, cash payments, cash transfers and other benefits.50 

The CSOs also have expressed dissatisfaction in the distribution of the 3.5 

million conditional cash transfer to the vulnerable which is a far cry from 

the population of the poor.51Moreover, in what could be seen as party 

politics affairs, palliatives were given to party loyalists at the expense of the 

poor and vulnerable in the society.52 This amounts to discrimination against 

the migrants. 

  

Abuse of Political rights 

In some respects in Nigeria, internal migrants are treated like foreigners in 

their own country. They are frequently excluded from political participation 

in their places of residence, partly because of strong local identities and 

partly because the federal government has not sufficiently addressed the 

important issue of protecting citizenship rights of Nigerians irrespective of 

being indigenes or settlers in any part of the country.53This has subjected 

the migrants to political marginalization and denial of rights.  

 

Child Abuse 

This manifests as right to the dignity of human person and denial of rights. 

For instance, section 6(a) of the National Human Rights Commission54 

 
50Nigeria: Protect Most Vulnerable in COVID-19 Response...<  

https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/14/nigeria-protect-most-vulnerable-covid-19-

response>;COVID-19: SERAP asks court to order FG, CBN to name ... ,  <serap-

nigeria.org › covid-19-serap-asks-court-to-order-... > 
51Upright For Nigeria Stand Against Corruption campaign, “ Press Release: COVID-19: 

Publish list of palliative beneficiaries, anti-corruption groups urge government”; < 

https://nigeria.actionaid.org/news/2020/press-release-covid-19-publish-list-palliative-

beneficiaries-anti-corruption-groups-urge > 24 April 2020  
52Njoku, L., Ebiri, K. etal, “Why Controversy over FG’s COVID-19PalliativesPersists.”The 

Guardian,<https://guardian.ng/news/why-controversy-over-fgs- covid- 19-palliatives-

persists/> 
53 Mberu Blessing U. and Roland Pongou; “Nigeria: Multiple Forms of Mobility in 

Africa's Demographic Giant” 30 June 2010<  

https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/nigeria-multiple-forms-mobility-africas-

demographic-giant >. 
54      The National Human Rights Commission of Nigeria (NHRC) was established by 

virtue of the National Human Rights Commission Act Cap.61. N46, Laws of the federation 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/14/nigeria-protect-most-vulnerable-covid-19-response
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/14/nigeria-protect-most-vulnerable-covid-19-response
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noted that children suffer multiple violations of human rights contrary to 

the provisions of the 1999 Constitution of Nigeria, the Child Rights Act55, 

the Child Rights Laws (applicable to some states) and other international 

human rights instruments relating to the protection of the rights of the child. 

In addition, some of the migrants like house helps, domestic workers and 

hawkers are still children. Their employment constitutes child labour which 

is a breach of their rights under the Child Rights Act.  

 

Domestic Violence 

This right to the dignity of human person is violated particularly in the form 

of abuses against women. Women and girls are known to have been 

subjected to degrading punishment, torture and their right to the dignity of 

the human person violated.  Cases of domestic violence increased greatly 

during this Covid -19 pandemic lockdown in Nigeria56. In 2015 and 2016, 

for instance, thousands of women and girls in the IDP camps in Borno state 

were raped and sexually exploited by military and police officers often in 

exchange for food and other necessities.57 

In the three states of Lagos, Kano and Ogun, the number of cases rose from 

60 in March to 238 in April, an increase of 297%.58 By contrast, in Benue, 
 

of Nigeria, 2004. This Act was further amended by the National Human Rights 

Commission (Amendment) Act, 2010 and signed into law in 2011. 
55Child Rights Act [Nigeria] (2016) <www.girls-voices.org/apps/blog/show/43721457-

child-rights-act-nigeria.> 
56    Amnesty International 2020, “Nigeria: Authorities Must Uphold Human Rights in 

Fight to Curb Covid -19” <https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/04/nigeria-

covid-19/>. 
57   Amnesty International, “Nigeria: Still no accountability for Human Rights Violations 

Amnesty International Submissions for the UN Universal Periodic Review – 30th 

Session of the UPR Working Group, November 2018,” published March 2018 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/africa/nigeria/report-nigeria/; accessed 27 July 

2020.  
58The shadow pandemic: Gender-based violence and COVID-19   

< www.theigc.org › blog › the-shadow-pandemic-gender..> 

 

 

 

 

http://www.girls-voices.org/apps/blog/show/43721457-child-rights-act-nigeria
http://www.girls-voices.org/apps/blog/show/43721457-child-rights-act-nigeria
http://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/04/nigeria-covid-19/
http://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/04/nigeria-covid-19/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/africa/nigeria/report-nigeria/
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Ebonyi, and Cross River states, which were placed under less stringent 

lockdowns by their respective local governments, the increase in cases was 

only 53% between March and April. In fact, in Ebonyi state, where the 

governor refused to place the state under total lockdown, the number of 

cases decreased from March to April. Furthermore, with the restriction on 

movement many survivors are unable to access centres and domestic abuse 

shelters, having to rely on hotlines to receive any kind of support.  

Similarly, police officers in the Family and Support Units have been 

mobilised to support in enforcing the lockdown, leading to shrinking 

capacity to respond to calls of gender-based violence. Many court 

proceedings have been postponed, which will limit the system’s ability to 

issue protection and restraining orders that would otherwise have an 

immediate impact on protecting victims.59 

 

Abuse of Right to Education 

This is covered broadly under violations of the economic, social and cultural 

rights. The university councils consider some states in Nigeria as 

educationally less privileged and as such some state-owned universities do 

not give equal admission opportunities to all Nigerians. Indeed, Nigerian 

citizens are supposed to have free education as contained in the 

Fundamental Objectives and Directive Principles of State Policy60, but in 

practice, in some states and federal schools where this has been 

implemented students still pay fees. Moreover, with about 13.5 million of 

eligible Nigerian children still out of school,61 this is tantamount to denial of 

education rights. Many of the unskilled and semi-skilled workers also do not 

have access to standard education which affects them adversely in their 

ability to secure better livelihood and invariably better standard of living. 

 

 

 

 
59 Ibid. 
60Section 18(3) of the Constitution, 1999 (as amended) 
61Azeezat Adedigba, ‘Nigeria now has 13.2 million out of school children – UBEC,’ 

October 4, 2018https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/top-news/288344-nigeria-

now-has-13-2-million-out-of-school-children-ubec.htmlPremiumtimes Tuesday  June 

16, 2020 

https://www.vanguardngr.com/2020/04/covid-19-i-will-not-totally-lockdown-ebonyi-gov-umahi/
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/author/azeezat
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/top-news/288344-nigeria-now-has-13-2-million-out-of-school-children-ubec.html
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/top-news/288344-nigeria-now-has-13-2-million-out-of-school-children-ubec.html
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/top-news/288344-nigeria-now-has-13-2-million-out-of-school-children-ubec.html
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Violations of Right to Standard of Living 

It breaches the right to means of livelihood. The international human rights 

law requires the Nigerian government to protect people’s right to an 

adequate standard of living, including adequate food/ nutrition, the highest 

attainable standard of health, clothing and the right to social security. 

However, there are millions of poverty stricken Nigerians including the 

internal migrants accounting for over 70 percent of the populace who live 

below international poverty line of USD$1.90 a day.62 However, specifically 

for Nigeria the poverty calculated for Nigeria by the World Bank using data 

from the Nigerian Bureau of Statistics puts the poverty line at USD 1.4 

capita per day.63 This is against the backdrop that in 2019, Nigeria surpassed 

India in terms of the number of people living in abject poverty.64 This 

represents a flagrant violation of migrants ‟right to improved standard of 

living. More so, in Nigeria there is limited social security for the informal 

sector of the economy to which the migrants belong.  

 

Forced Eviction 

This is under violations of the economic, social and cultural rights. 

Thousands of people including migrants continue to beat risk of force 

devictions across the country in breach of their rights. Between 2015 and 

2017, the authorities scarried out large-scale evictions and demolished the 

homes of thousands of people in Kaduna, Lagos and Rivers states, without 

legal and procedural safeguards, adequate notice, provision of adequate 

compensation and adequate alternative housing.65 In Lagos alone since 

 
62The World Bank Group sets the International Poverty Line (IPL). The poverty line was 

revised in 2015 and since then, persons are considered to be in extreme poverty if they live 

on less than 1.90 (int.-$) per day;  Poverty Overview - World Bank Group 

 < www.worldbank.org › topic › poverty › overview > 
63“Nigeria Economic Report- World Bank Document 2014,.<” 

http://documents.albankaldawli.org/curated/ar/337181468100145688/pdf/896300WP0Ni 

 ger0Box0385289B00PUBLIC0.pdf. > 

64Peterson Ozili ‘COVID-19 Pandemic and Economic Crisis: The Nigerian Experience 

and Structural Causes’, Article in SSRN Electronic Journal April 2020  

<https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-

d&q=impact+of+covid+19+on+nigeria+economy> 

65Amnesty International, “Nigeria: Still no accountability for Human Rights Violations 

Amnesty International Submissions for the UN Universal Periodic Review – 30th Session 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/poverty/overview
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/poverty/overview
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/340439471_COVID-19_Pandemic_and_Economic_Crisis_The_Nigerian_Experience_and_Structural_Causes?enrichId=rgreq-e8c39ad56e7bcbd9f4a6cd116984475b-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzM0MDQzOTQ3MTtBUzo4Nzg0ODIzOTc2MTgxNzdAMTU4NjQ1NzkzMzE2Ng%3D%3D&el=1_x_3&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/340439471_COVID-19_Pandemic_and_Economic_Crisis_The_Nigerian_Experience_and_Structural_Causes?enrichId=rgreq-e8c39ad56e7bcbd9f4a6cd116984475b-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzM0MDQzOTQ3MTtBUzo4Nzg0ODIzOTc2MTgxNzdAMTU4NjQ1NzkzMzE2Ng%3D%3D&el=1_x_3&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/340439471_COVID-19_Pandemic_and_Economic_Crisis_The_Nigerian_Experience_and_Structural_Causes?enrichId=rgreq-e8c39ad56e7bcbd9f4a6cd116984475b-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzM0MDQzOTQ3MTtBUzo4Nzg0ODIzOTc2MTgxNzdAMTU4NjQ1NzkzMzE2Ng%3D%3D&el=1_x_3&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
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2015, over 40,000 urban dwellers have been forcibly evicted. Many of the 

victims were migrants and in some instances, the state authorities ignored 

court orders declaring forced evictions unlawful. It is a similar occurrence in 

many states as government continues to modernize and reconstruct urban 

cities.  

 

Breaches of Right to Health 

This is breached under violations of the economic, social and cultural rights. 

The National Health Insurance Scheme is available only to government 

workers and some company staff covering only about 6 million out of 200 

million Nigerians.66  This results in many avoidable deaths when poor 

migrant Nigerians are faced with health crisis for which they are unable to 

pay out of pocket. The IDPs also suffer similar fate of poor healthcare in 

the various camps across Nigeria where they live in deplorable sanitary and 

health conditions and cannot sue to seek redress on their rights. This is in 

breach of the right to health provided under the several international 

regulations. The issues and challenges militating against the effective 

enforcement of the rights of migrants in Nigeria particularly amidst the 

COVID-19 pandemic are the subject of discussion subsequently.   

 

Issues, Challenges and Strategies Arising from the Protection of 

Migrants’ Right   

This section treats the issues and challenges regarding the protection of the 

rights of migrants of Nigerian extraction as well as proffers strategies to 

overcome the problems. Some of these are legal gaps in the law, weak 

enforcement, poor institutional framework, dearth of data, racial inequity, 

inadequate social security systems and poor access to justice. In addition, 

the impacts of COVID-19 on protection of the migrants’ rights are also 

highlighted. 

 

 

 

 

of the UPR Working Group, November 2018,” published March 

2018<https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/africa/nigeria/report-nigeria/>.  
66Angela Onwuzuoo, “How High Healthcare Cost pushes Nigerians further into poverty, 

untimely Death”, Punch Newspaper, 26 July 2020, 24. 
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Legal Gaps in the Law 

The absence of the relevant laws is an issue. This is presently the position 

in Nigeria where some of the conventions and protocols have not been 

assimilated into her laws.Some of the laws include the Kampala 

Convention and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 

Discrimination against Women (1979).  Furthermore, up till date, even the 

Child Rights Law has not been passed by 11 states in Nigeria.67Over the 

years Nigeria does not see domestication of such laws as a priority. The 

government must find the political will to quickly domesticate all such 

ratified laws.  

 

Weak Enforcement 

Another critical issue has to do with enforcement of the laws as a result of 

restrictive interpretation by the courts. This is because for internal migrants, 

where a court adopts an unduly restrictive interpretation of the provisions 

of an instrument, this serves as a serious impediment to enforcement. For 

example, the right to health and the right to education in the Nigerian 

constitution have over the years were accorded very restrictive 

interpretations as they are not expressly seen as being justiciable.68 

Fortunately, the controversy over the non-justiciability of the economic, 

social, cultural, educational and environmental objectives due to the 

provision of section 6(6)(c) of the Constitution has been laid to rest by 

virtue of the Supreme Court’s decision in Attorney-General of Ondo State 

v.  Attorney-General of the Federation and Ors69 and Chief Adebiyi 

Olafisoye v Federal Republic of Nigeria70 Therefore, a community reading 

of these inextricable related provisions of the Constitution like s. 6(6)(c), s. 

15(5) and item 60(a) of the Exclusive Legislative List of the second 

Schedule to the Constitution, made Niki Tobi, J.S.C. to conclude that 

 
67Nike Adebowale, “Update: eleven states in northern Nigeria yet to pass the Child Rights 

Law-unicef official, May 11, 2019. < premiumtimesng.com>.  
68In Orie, E.G. (2014),“Environmental protection and Fundamental Human Right to life:  a 

review of the Nigerian constitutional provision and the judicial posture. “NOUN Current 

Issues in Nigerian Law volume4:148-196, the author had argued that the right to life 

should be given very liberal and wide interpretation such that these socio-cultural and 

environmental rights are interpreted as complimentary right to the right to life. 
69(2002) 9 NWLR (Pt. 772) 222 
70(2004) 4 NWLR (Pt. 864) 580. 
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Chapter II is no more a toothless dog which could only bark but cannot bite 

since it is clearly and obviously justiciable.71 This bold declaration of the 

Justice is commendable and worthy of emulation by other members of the 

Bench72 and reaffirmed in the case of Oil Pollution Watch  V.NNPC.73 

However, it is instructive to note that although the twin rights to health74 

and education75  located in chapter 2 have been made justiciable yet in 

practical terms it will be difficult for a litigant to succeed in court because 

the right is subject to the proviso in section 18(3) which is to the effect that 

the government shall provide such education ‘as and when practicable.’ 

This term is subjective and very difficult to determine consistently. The 

proviso should be removed through constitutional amendment to make the 

right fully justiciable.76 

The right to health is guaranteed by municipal laws and many 

international instruments. Article 25 of the UDHR and articles 11 and 12 of 

the International Convention on Economic Social and Cultural Rights 

(ICESCR) provide for health. The ACHPR provides for the right to health, 

and mandates the States Parties to protect the health of their citizens. The 

Constitution of WHO equally provides for health and other rights that relate 

to conditions necessary for health. These rights have been repeatedly 

declared to be “universal, indivisible, and interdependent and 

interrelated.”77 Thus, the paper is of the view that the right to health and 

education are inseparable components of the right to quality life and should 

 
71See p. 665. 
72This is similar to what obtains in climes like India with similar constitutional provisions 

(Francis Coralie v.  Union Territory of Delhi (1981) 1 SCC 608); (Charan Lal Sahu v. 

Union of India). Sections 48A and 51of the Constitution of India are similar to Nigeria’s  

and have been interpreted liberally to mean a complementary component of the right to 

life. 
73Centre For Oil Pollution Watch  V. NNPC [2019] 5 NWLR (Pt.1666) 518 
74  Section 17(3)© and (d)  
75Section (18) 
76  One must however concede that the Constitution drafting committee in inserting the 

phrase must have considered the economic implications of making these rights fully 

justiciable. 
77Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action UNGAROR World Conference on Human 

Rights 48th Session 22nd Plenary Meeting Pt. J art. 5 UN DOC. A/Conf. 157/24 (1993) 

Reprinted (1993)321 LM 1661; The African Charter on Human and Peoples Rights 

(Ratification and Enforcement) Act. 
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be made justiciable in Nigeria without any proviso. This could be achieved 

by constitutional amendments. 

 

Institutional Framework 

There are multiplicities of institutions at both international and national 

levels for the protection of the migrants. The issue is that there is function 

overlap, agency rivalry and poor coordination in dealing with matters 

affecting migrants.  In Nigeria, for example, the NIS and the National 

NCFRMI usually contest the position of lead agency which often results in 

duplication of efforts. For the international migrants there is also the 

struggle for dominance between organisations like IOM and UNHCR. The 

challenge sometimes is that the migrant gets confused as to which 

ministry/agency should address a particular matter and is often discouraged 

to seek redress in cases of breaches. By way of strategy, the Orasanya 

Report to be implemented by the Federal government is a good starting 

point to harmonise the activities of these agencies. In addition, the Nigerian 

embassies abroad should always be proactive in dealing with relevant 

international organisations to protect the rights of Nigerian migrants 

abroad. 

 

Availability of Data 

The issue here is that dearth of data makes it difficult for proper planning 

towards the welfare of the migrants. Specifically for Nigeria, there is no 

current demography for the profiling of the internal migrants. The 

challenge is that there has been a general disinterest by the federal and state 

governments to build such a reliable and standardised data base,78 without 

which the migrant is vulnerable, unplanned for and largely unprotected in 

the scheme of things albeit it is, socially, economically, educationally and  

health-wise. The other challenges include the fact that data are generally 

neither reliable  nor  comparable across States (especially when it is expert-

judgment) may not always produce a reliable indication of migrant rights 

and sometimes differences in definitions of what  constitute a ‘migrant’ 

make cross-national comparison difficult. However, the ILO continues to 

work on standards with States to collect and disseminate internationally 

 
78  Some of the different types of data include events-based data, data based on expert 

judgments, survey-based data and official statistics. 
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comparable disaggregated data on labour migration, among others.  It 

behoves Nigeria to leverage the existing National ID Card programme, 

Bank Verification Number programme and the National census data to 

develop comprehensive disaggregated profile of migrants across the 

country.  

 

Racial Inequity 

For the international migrant the issue here is that there is discrimination, 

lack of fairness and justice in accessing health care system79 leading to 

breaches of the rights protected under the various conventions and 

protocols. Racism remains a big issue abroad and must be confronted 

through diplomatic and international protocols. It is expected that the 

Federal government through its Diaspora Commission and Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs should always be proactive to protect the international 

migrants as was done during the recent xenophobic attack of Nigerians in 

South Africa. 

 

Social protection systems 

Unlike international migrant workers who are included in the social 

security system in some of host countries where such system operates in 

line with conventions and protocols, the internal migrants in Nigeria are left 

to fend for themselves. There is need to urgently develop a plan to deliver 

social and economic assistance to the tens of millions of people who will 

lose income due to COVID-19, particularly informal workers who lack 

adequate social safety net. Their exclusion from social protections violates 

the migrant’s right to social security enshrined in the international human 

rights law. This plan should be developed in consultation with community-

based organizations, traditional rulers and local government authorities who 

are in a better position to identify people living in poverty. 

 

Access to Justice 

With respect to international migrants although there is access to justice, it 

is fraught with systemic discrimination and racism which most times 

 
79Health inequities are systematic differences in the opportunities groups have to achieve 

optimal health, leading to unfair and avoidable differences in health outcomes (Braveman, 

2006; WHO, 2011) 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK425845/
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occasion injustice. Victims usually seek redress in court as appropriate. 

However, in Nigeria most migrants do not have access to justice for several 

reasons like prohibitive cost of legal services, poor infrastructure and lack 

of quick dispensation of justice. The challenge is that the country is 

grappling with an archaic justice system.  The way forward is to modernize 

the justice system through reforms and digitalization. Meanwhile amidst 

the COVID-19 pandemic, some courts have introduced digitalized 

processes including virtual sessions. There is need to extend same to all 

courts in the country as well as incorporate virtual Alternative Dispute 

Resolution mechanism (e-ADR). 

 

Impact of COVID-19 on Protection of Migrants’ Rights 

Nigeriais awakening to a new economic and social reality as a result of 

the COVID-19 crisis. The impact is particularly debilitating for the 

migrants in terms of economic, health and education sectors. 

 

Economic Impact 

Due to the escalating global economic impact of the pandemic, many 

economies around the globe including Nigeria have witnessed reduced 

economic activities. Industrial activities, aviation, tourism, road 

transportation, stock market and the hospitality sectors amongst others have 

been adversely affected.  Crude oil prices at some point dropped from 

nearly US$60 per barrel to below US$22 per barrel, the lowest since 2003 

due to the escalating global economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.80 

During the pandemic, Nigeria was severely affected with shortage of 

crucial supplies like pharmaceutical supplies, spare parts, and finished 

goods from China. This is against the backdrop that in 2019, Nigeria 

surpassed India in terms of the number of people living in abject 

poverty.81With recession looming, the migrants are worse off. For instance, 

 
80 Peterson Ozili ‘,COVID-19 Pandemic and Economic Crisis: The Nigerian Experience 

and Structural Causes’, Article in SSRN Electronic Journal April 2020  

,https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b d&q=impact+of+covid+19+on+Nigeria 

+economy 
81 Peterson Ozili ‘,COVID-19Pandemic and Economic Crisis: The Nigerian Experience 

and StructuralCauses’, Article in SSRN Electronic Journal April 2020  

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/340439471_COVID-19_Pandemic_and_Economic_Crisis_The_Nigerian_Experience_and_Structural_Causes?enrichId=rgreq-e8c39ad56e7bcbd9f4a6cd116984475b-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzM0MDQzOTQ3MTtBUzo4Nzg0ODIzOTc2MTgxNzdAMTU4NjQ1NzkzMzE2Ng%3D%3D&el=1_x_3&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/340439471_COVID-19_Pandemic_and_Economic_Crisis_The_Nigerian_Experience_and_Structural_Causes?enrichId=rgreq-e8c39ad56e7bcbd9f4a6cd116984475b-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzM0MDQzOTQ3MTtBUzo4Nzg0ODIzOTc2MTgxNzdAMTU4NjQ1NzkzMzE2Ng%3D%3D&el=1_x_3&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/340439471_COVID-19_Pandemic_and_Economic_Crisis_The_Nigerian_Experience_and_Structural_Causes?enrichId=rgreq-e8c39ad56e7bcbd9f4a6cd116984475b-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzM0MDQzOTQ3MTtBUzo4Nzg0ODIzOTc2MTgxNzdAMTU4NjQ1NzkzMzE2Ng%3D%3D&el=1_x_3&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/340439471_COVID-19_Pandemic_and_Economic_Crisis_The_Nigerian_Experience_and_Structural_Causes?enrichId=rgreq-e8c39ad56e7bcbd9f4a6cd116984475b-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzM0MDQzOTQ3MTtBUzo4Nzg0ODIzOTc2MTgxNzdAMTU4NjQ1NzkzMzE2Ng%3D%3D&el=1_x_3&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/340439471_COVID-19_Pandemic_and_Economic_Crisis_The_Nigerian_Experience_and_Structural_Causes?enrichId=rgreq-e8c39ad56e7bcbd9f4a6cd116984475b-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzM0MDQzOTQ3MTtBUzo4Nzg0ODIzOTc2MTgxNzdAMTU4NjQ1NzkzMzE2Ng%3D%3D&el=1_x_3&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
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unemployment rose exponentially during the lockdown when the Lagos 

State government banned the use of tricycles and bikes rendering about 

14,000 bike-hailing employees and about 50,000 tricycles and informal 

motorcycle riders jobless.82 Moreover, about 42% of workers lost their jobs 

during the COVID-19 lockdown.83 Similar fate confronted migrants across 

the country thereby putting a further strain on incomes. In addition, the 

cones quence of not having a national social welfare program became 

evident amidst COVID-19 when people had little to rely on, the migrants 

did not have welfare relief that could help them cope with the economic 

hardship. Although palliatives were distributed, most of the population 

could not benefit. For the international migrants, remittances to about 

5.7 percent of households in Nigeria declined significantly.84 

 

Educational Impact 

Outside Nigeria, digital technology is providing the new normal to support 

the educational sector overcome the effect of COVID-19 out break. This 

is not the case with Nigeria that has a weak and under developed digital 

economy. Most universities and schools could not offer a full educational 

curriculum online or use virtual/video conferencing applications and so are 

unable to put course work online for students quarantined at home to 

access. The situation is even worse for migrants’ children who mostly 

cannot afford the opportunity for online learning but have the bulk of the 

13.5 million out of school Nigerian children.85 With migrants’ children 

unable to get quality education and dropping out of school, their future is 

 

<https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-

d&q=impact+of+covid+19+on+nigeria+economy 
82Tobiloba Ogunpolu, ‘From pandemic to poverty: Nigeria’s future with COVID-19’, 

https://nairametrics.com/2020/05/17/from-pandemic-to-poverty-nigerias-future-with-

covid-19/ 
83 Chris Agabi, “42% Employed Nigerians lost Jobs during COVID-19 Lockdown”, Daily 

Trust Newspaper, 17 July 2020,17. 
84Elizabeth Adegbesan, ”5.7% of Nigerian households receive remittances from abroad — 

NBS”,  Vanguard Newspaper July 9, 2020. https://www.vanguardngr.com/2020/07/5-7-of-

nigerian-households-receive-remittances-from-abroad-nbs/  
85Azeezat Adedigba, ‘Nigeria now has 13.2 million out of school children – UBEC,’ 

October 4, 2018https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/top-news/288344-nigeria-now-

has-13-2-million-out-of-school-children-ubec.htmlPremiumtimes Tue Jun 16, 2020 

https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/top-news/288344-nigeria-now-has-13-2-million-out-of-school-children-ubec.html
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/top-news/288344-nigeria-now-has-13-2-million-out-of-school-children-ubec.html
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/top-news/288344-nigeria-now-has-13-2-million-out-of-school-children-ubec.html
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bleak with the prospect of perpetuating a vicious cycle of poverty in the 

lineage of migrants. 

 

Health Impact 

With over 45,000 recorded cases and over 900 COVID-19 related deaths, 

Nigeria has been adversely affected by COVID-19 pandemic and the poor 

and vulnerable are hardest hit.86 With reduced access to sanitation, 

Nigeria’s poor are at greater risk of contracting the disease. In many 

developing communities, traditional medicine remains the only available 

and affordable health service for the majority of the population.87 For 

instance, a study in Enugu state showed that 67.7% of the populace 

preferred traditional medicine because it was cheaper, available and 

appealed more to people with low education.88 Similarly in Osun state, a 

higher proportion of low income class patronized the indigenous herb 

sellers more than those on high income class.89 By extension, this is the 

experience across Nigeria for without standard social security, no health 

insurance policy and with weak health infrastructure in the informal sector, 

many of the migrants resort to cheaper herbal medicine.  

Nigeria has a drug market that is almost unregulated accounting for 

more than 70% of the pharmaceutical market that comprise substandard 

and fake drugs. Despite the introduction of the NHIS in 2004, the 

population covered by health insurance in 2019 was about 5% of the total 

population.90 Poverty continues to push the migrants into patronizing 

cheaper fake drugs and alternative traditional herbal medicine with their 

 
86<  https://ncdc.gov.ng/    > 
87Stella Usifoh and Anthony Waka Udezi, ‘Social and economic factors influencing the 

patronage and use of complementary and alternative medicine in Enugu’ :  

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/315627467, November2013. 
88 Ibid. 
89 Opatola Mustapha Olayiwola and Kolawole Taiwo Olabode, ‘Factors Affecting the 

Level of Patronage of Traditional Herb Sellers in Osun State, Nigeria,’ International 

Journal of Sociology and Anthropology, Vol.6(4)pp.130-135, April 2014; 

http://www.academicjournals.org/IJSA. 
90 PetersonOzili ‘,COVID-19Pandemic and Economic Crisis: The Nigerian Experience and 

Structural Causes’, Article in SSRN Electronic Journal·April 2020  

<https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-

d&q=impact+of+covid+19+on+nigeria+economy > 
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https://www.researchgate.net/publication/315627467_Social_and_economic_factors_influencing_the_patronage_and_use_of_complementary_and_alternative_medicine_in_Enugu?enrichId=rgreq-011aa44b2de9c2e7b6ab6c73b562ded1-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMxNTYyNzQ2NztBUzo0ODA0MTEzMjQyOTMxMjBAMTQ5MTU1MDM5MzE1Nw%3D%3D&el=1_x_3&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/315627467
http://www.academicjournals.org/IJSA
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/340439471_COVID-19_Pandemic_and_Economic_Crisis_The_Nigerian_Experience_and_Structural_Causes?enrichId=rgreq-e8c39ad56e7bcbd9f4a6cd116984475b-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzM0MDQzOTQ3MTtBUzo4Nzg0ODIzOTc2MTgxNzdAMTU4NjQ1NzkzMzE2Ng%3D%3D&el=1_x_3&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/340439471_COVID-19_Pandemic_and_Economic_Crisis_The_Nigerian_Experience_and_Structural_Causes?enrichId=rgreq-e8c39ad56e7bcbd9f4a6cd116984475b-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzM0MDQzOTQ3MTtBUzo4Nzg0ODIzOTc2MTgxNzdAMTU4NjQ1NzkzMzE2Ng%3D%3D&el=1_x_3&_esc=publicationCoverPdf


Volume 1, Number 1, January 2021 

 

 161 

attendant adverse consequences.91 These migrants have the potential to 

further spread the virus as they move about daily in search of livelihood 

because the pandemic has entered community transmission phase. Thus, the 

COVID-19 pandemic over whelmed the poor public health infrastructure in 

Nigeria and exacerbated the migrants’ poor health status whereas the right 

to health should be guaranteed. 

 

Conclusion 

The paper x-rayed the issues and challenges which militate against the 

protection of the rights of the migrants amidst the COVID-19 pandemic and 

proffered legal remedies to address the phenomena based on global best 

practices. Not withstanding the positive impact of the migrants in the 

country of origin and host country, human rights violations against 

migrants comprise but are not limited to a denial of civil and political rights 

such as arbitrary detention, freedom of movement, as well as economic, 

social and cultural rights like the rights to health,  education and good 

standard of living. 

The nexus between migration, human rights and covid-19 was 

established such that where the rights of migrants are better protected it 

creates the enabling environment for the migrant to contribute positively to 

the socio economic development of Nigeria.  Conversely, inadequate 

protection of such rights undermines the status of the migrant to survive 

and function optimally. The COVID-19 exacerbated the already dire 

circumstances of the migrant bringing about more economic retrogression, 

fuelling unemployment and poverty during lockdowns, as well as making 

the migrant susceptible to poor healthcare, education and undermining their 

general wellbeing. 

The submissions established that Nigeria has a fairly robust policy and 

legal framework for the protection of the migrants’ rights. However, due to 

some gaps in legal and institutional frameworks, dearth of data, racial 

inequity, inadequate social security systems and poor access to justice, the 

 
91 Stella Usifoh and Anthony Waka Udezi, ‘Social and economic factors influencing the 

patronage and use of complementary and alternative medicine in Enugu’ 

:<https://www.researchgate.net/publication/315627467> 
 

file:///F:/Documents/Publications/HR-PUB-14-1_en.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/315627467_Social_and_economic_factors_influencing_the_patronage_and_use_of_complementary_and_alternative_medicine_in_Enugu?enrichId=rgreq-011aa44b2de9c2e7b6ab6c73b562ded1-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMxNTYyNzQ2NztBUzo0ODA0MTEzMjQyOTMxMjBAMTQ5MTU1MDM5MzE1Nw%3D%3D&el=1_x_3&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/315627467_Social_and_economic_factors_influencing_the_patronage_and_use_of_complementary_and_alternative_medicine_in_Enugu?enrichId=rgreq-011aa44b2de9c2e7b6ab6c73b562ded1-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMxNTYyNzQ2NztBUzo0ODA0MTEzMjQyOTMxMjBAMTQ5MTU1MDM5MzE1Nw%3D%3D&el=1_x_3&_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/315627467_Social_and_economic_factors_influencing_the_patronage_and_use_of_complementary_and_alternative_medicine_in_Enugu?enrichId=rgreq-011aa44b2de9c2e7b6ab6c73b562ded1-XXX&enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzMxNTYyNzQ2NztBUzo0ODA0MTEzMjQyOTMxMjBAMTQ5MTU1MDM5MzE1Nw%3D%3D&el=1_x_2&_esc=publicationCoverPdf


NOUN - International Journal of Migration and Global Studies 

 

 162 

rights of the international and internal Nigerian migrants are continually 

trampled upon. Furthermore, the COVID-19 pandemic impacted adversely 

on the migrants in the economic and social sectors whereby they are further 

impoverished while education and healthcare remain unaffordable. 

Therefore, amidst scarcity of palliatives, lack of social welfare schemes and 

inadequate health insurance, the protection of the migrants’ rights was 

compromised. 

The paper therefore made salient recommendations to hold government 

accountable for protection of the rights of the migrants. The Nigerian 

government must find the political will and as a matter of national policy 

transmit all ratified regulations into its body of laws to enable application in 

Nigeria and also leverage the existing National ID Card programme, Bank 

Verification Number programme and national census data to develop 

comprehensive disaggregated profile of migrants across the country. While 

the courts should give the right to health and education liberal interpretation 

to make them justiciable in Nigeria as complementary to the right to life in 

line with best practices, the National Assembly should amend section 18 of 

the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria specifically to remove 

the words “as and when practicable”. Furthermore, the judiciary should 

extend the digitalization process of the courts including virtual sessions to 

cover all courts in the country as well as incorporate virtual Alternative 

Dispute Resolution mechanism (e-ADR). It was further recommended that 

the Federal government should rationalize, harmonise and streamline all the 

ministries, commissions and agencies involved in the management of 

migration issues to enhance coordination and forestall rivalry and 

duplication of efforts. Lastly, the federal and state governments should 

develop a robust social security scheme for the migrants. These measures if 

implemented will guarantee the protection of the human rights of Nigerian 

international and internal migrants amid COVID-19 pandemic whilst the 

government is held accountable. 
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Introduction 

Since the beginning of this series of presentations, organized by the Centre 

of Excellence in Migration and Global Studies (CEMGS), the Vice-

Chancellor of the National Open University of Nigeria (NOUN), Professor 

Abdalla Uba Adamu, has been trying to educate us on the correct 

understanding of terms such as “mallam” and “almajiri” which he defines 

as meaning a person in search of knowledge. The VC believes that it is a 

misconception to tie these concepts specifically to poverty or begging. By 

his definition, we – all of us in NOUN – are mallams or almajiris, 

translated as academic migrants, insofar as we are not indigenes of Abuja. 

I had always wanted to tell the VC to speak for himself, but that would 

be impolite to the Head of our great Institution. The good thing is that the 

VC’s clarification has prompted me into a reflection on my own 

background and career history. And, from that introspection, he may well 

be right that we are all academic migrants. Anyway, what’s in a name, after 

all? 

Generally defined, migration is “the movement of people from one 

place to another with the intention of settling, temporarily or permanently”. 

It is a normal factor in the evolution of human society. Migration 

contributes to social, technological and human capital development, and 

promotes mutual understanding across cultures. It is, indeed, a global 

phenomenon and a social imperative embraced by all human societies. 

More important, the forces of migration have led to increasing globalization 

in the modern world, dissolving national identities and changing 

demographic profiles. 

What I want to do in this discussion is to share with you my experience 

in migration in such narratives as my memory can go. My story is special to 

the extent that I started migration, even before birth and, until now that I 

am speaking with you, I have been migrating without stop, and with no 

intention of stopping! The story is about my experience as a voluntary 
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migrant from youth, through adolescent age to adulthood; it covers my 

sojourn in different parts of the country and then movement to foreign 

lands. As much as possible, I have tried to recount some of the memorable 

events at each of the locations of my experience. The story concludes by 

highlighting some of the major rewards and benefits of my experience, in 

contrast to the agonies and miseries of forced migration, in the past and in 

modern times. The discussion concludes by commending NOUN and the 

CEMGS for the academic focus on the complex issue of migration. 

 

Clarifications and key Distinctions 

In telling a story rather than presenting the outcome of an academic 

research, I am taking the liberty of age and seniority to redefine what the 

CEMGS expects of presentations in this series. Permit me, also, to crave 

the indulgence of scholars of migration studies, to let pass if, in the course 

of this presentation, I mix-up terms or fail, in anyway, to adhere strictly to 

their academic norms and language of discourse.  I want to make two 

conceptual clarifications that I consider to be relevant to this discussion. 

The first one is the distinction between a migrant and an immigrant, the 

former being temporary while the latter connotes permanent residency. 

And the second point is the difference between voluntary migration, 

meaning the movement undertaken by an individual on his own free will, 

and involuntary or forced migration, that which is forced on an individual 

or group by the prevailing circumstances. I should add that none of these 

distinctions is clear-cut. Now, the story: 

 

Born in Migration 

In Nigeria, the common practice, when asked to identify yourself, is to start 

with your name, followed by your place of origin. You already know my 

name; I am from Emevor in Isoko North Local Government Area of Delta 

State. The Isoko are a minority among the minority ethnic nationalities of 

the Niger Delta Region.  

In the 1940s, my parents migrated from Emevor to Ekoabetu, a remote 

village close to Benin City, in Ovia North East Local Government Area of 

Edo State. They were farmers who went there, literally speaking, in search 

of greener pastures. So, they were economic migrants. Well, whether they 

were migrants or immigrants depends on the conceptual definition just 
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made. Suffice it to say that I was born there, in migration away from my 

hometown of Emevor. As to the exact date and circumstances of my birth, 

these were facts recorded only in the memories of my parents and close 

relatives, and they were never written anywhere. Anyone who wants to 

know how I came about the date of birth in my official records, should ask 

former President Olusegun Obasanjo and others how they got theirs. 

Like the Igbo, the Isoko are a migrant people, both in character and 

culture, and they see migration as a normal way of life. Of my three elder 

brothers, two sojourned to Oghareki, near Sapele and the other, brother 

Jeremiah, migrated to Warri, all within Delta State. I was too young to 

remember much of what happened in my birthplace of Ekoabetu, except 

that in the early 1950s, I, too, left my parents and migrated to join brother 

Jeremiah in Warri. 

 

Seeking Education in Migration 

The Warri phase of my experience as an internal migrant, within the Niger 

Delta, constituted the formative years of my life. Brother Jeremiah was 

married and I shared with the couple the one-room apartment that they 

rented. Could there have been a humbler beginning? Given our low-income 

status, going to school would have been almost impossible. However, my 

brother took advantage of Obafemi Awolowo’s 1955 scheme of free 

Universal Primary Education in Western Region, of which we were a part 

at the time. That was how I was able to go to Sido Preparation Primary 

School in Warri. 

My first day at school was a memorable event. Brother Jeremiah had 

walked me to school and left me in the hands of Teacher Cecilia Agbatutu, 

an Urhobo lady, who wanted to know all my names: first-name, middle-

name and surname, which I presented to her, as written for me on a piece of 

paper by my brother. She read through the paper and murmured something 

to the effect that the names did not sound nice and were too cumbersome to 

write or pronounce.  

There and then, Madam Agbatutu took a decision: she left out my first 

and middle (vernacular) names, as given to me by my parents, and made a 

pronouncement: “From today on, your name shall be “Godwin Sogolo”. 

She asked, if I liked it and I nodded in the affirmative, even when 

protesting from within. The atmosphere was simply too intimidating for a 
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village boy like me to raise an open objection. And, surprisingly, when I 

reported the matter to brother Jeremiah, he saw nothing wrong with it! The 

only other major event that I can recall, during my primary school days, 

was my historic journey to Ibadan in 1956 or 1957, as one of the 17,000 

school children who went to the city stadium to welcome Queen Elizabeth 

II to Nigeria. 

 

Dangers of Growing up in Warri 

Compared to Emevor and Ekoabetu, Warri was already a cosmopolitan 

city, even in the 1950s and 1960s.Therefore, the social ills of urban life 

were rampart and posed grave dangers to vulnerable youths growing up in 

the town. Of greater danger to the youths were the pervasive lifestyles in 

Warri, mainly by expatriate oil workers and other young men who were 

notorious in night-crawling, drunkenness and patronage of commercial sex 

workers. The luck I had was that brother Jeremiah was a strong 

disciplinarian who gave me little or no time to go out and mix freely with 

play mates, and so saved me from the misfortune of joining the numerous 

groups of mischief-makers, called “Burma boys” or “jagudas”, the 

equivalents of today’s “area boys” in Lagos. 

From Sido School, I went to Urhobo College, Effurun, a distance - 

away from where we lived - of some 10 kilometres in the outskirts of 

Warri. Due to financial constraints, I was a day student in my first two 

years at Urhobo College, meaning that I had to trek to and from school, 

covering some 20 kilometres every day. At school, I was, again, lucky to be 

under the watch of another disciplinarian, Principal M. G Ejaife, who gave 

good conduct equal rating as academic performance. Although Warri had 

all the trappings of modernity, the township, as it was called, and its 

environs, did not, at the time, have a single institution of higher learning - 

no college of education, polytechnic or university. Consequently, most 

secondary school leavers knew very little or nothing about higher education 

such that their career ambitions were limited to either working in one of the 

oil companies or joining any of the arms of the civil service.  

 

From Warri to Port-Harcourt 

When I left Urhobo College in 1963, I migrated, yet again, to Port 

Harcourt, as a staff of Shell Petroleum Development Company. Port-
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Harcourt, then, was under the defunct Eastern Region. My stay in Port-

Harcourt was eventful, but there was one particular experience that stood 

out. I was a junior staff and worked with other young men and women, as 

Sediment logical Assistants, in the Geological Laboratory of the Company. 

It was the common practice, indeed, routine, that at lunch time on every 

working day, we - boys and girls - went together for lunch at the company 

canteen. That happened regularly for much of the year, until the summer 

months when the universities were on break and students came for vacation 

jobs in the Laboratory and other Departments of the Company.  

Having grown up in Warri where secondary schools were the highest 

institutions, I had little or no knowledge about universities. Now, here were 

the young undergraduates commanding the attention of all. Once they were 

around, the girls would abandon us and join them at lunch time – and 

would even behave as if they did not know us. Comfort Ajayi, one of the 

girls I thought fancied me, would, to my discomfort, join them! But as soon 

as the undergraduates returned to their various universities, the girls would 

come back to us, as if nothing had happened. To cut a long story short, that 

was the main factor that motivated me to seek admission to the university. 

 

From Port-Harcourt to Ile-Ife 

Just before the outbreak of the Civil War in 1967, the Biafran Leader, 

Chukwuemeka Odumegwu Ojukwu, had ordered all non-Easterners to 

return to wherever they came from. I was, again, on the move. Fortunately, 

however, what the girls did to me and other young men in the Geological 

Laboratory had yielded fruits. I had written entrance examinations and 

secured admission to two Universities: the University of Nigeria, Nsukka, 

and the University of Ife (now Obafemi Awolowo University). When I 

informed brother Jeremiah about the two options, and told him that I 

preferred going to Nsukka, he shouted in anger and warned me seriously 

not to dare! Why? Well, I have many Igbo friends, and I would rather not 

quote my brother. But, he was wrong. Even then, I still obeyed him and 

chose the University of Ife. 

My undergraduate days at the University of Ife were, as usual with 

students, exciting. I was admitted to read Accounting, under the discipline 

of Economics, in the Faculty of the Social Sciences where mathematics was 

one of the compulsory courses. 
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However, in the examinations at the end of the First Session, I 

performed very poorly in mathematics. And, during the registration 

exercise for the Second Session, I had a very memorable encounter with the 

Dean of the Faculty of Social Sciences, the legendary Economist, Professor 

Sam Aluko. We were many students on the queue waiting to register, and 

when it was my turn, Professor Aluko informed me that I had failed 

mathematics badly and, therefore, could not specialise in Accounting, but 

that I had done brilliantly, A++, in Philosophy, which was in the Faculty of 

Arts. He said he had discussed with the Head of the Department of 

Philosophy, Professor J. O. Sodipo, and that they had agreed to transfer me 

to that discipline. 

First, I had very little or no knowledge about Philosophy, even though 

I had performed so well in the subject and second, I had no idea what to do 

with a degree in Philosophy. But, I made the mistake of openly insisting, 

before Professor Aluko, that I still wanted to do Accounting to which the 

Professor, who was known for his bluntness, yelled – and to the hearing of 

the crowd of students on the queue -  “Mr. Sogolo”, he said, “you have 

failed mathematics woefully and you are insisting on doing Accounting? 

What is your reason, to steal money? I could hear laughter from the crowd 

of students on the queue. I, instantly, accepted the proposed transfer to 

Philosophy and came out of Professor Aluko’s office, feeling humiliated 

and ashamed of myself. 

The circumstances of my birth, my Port Harcourt experience that took 

me to the university and the encounter with Professor Aluko, call to mind 

the philosophical issue of freedom and determinism. As human beings, are 

we truly responsible for our actions? In other words, do we choose from 

among alternative courses of actions and work towards planned goals? Or 

are events thrust upon us by fate such that we merely float along 

helplessly? Let us leave these questions for philosophers to grapple with. 

I cannot recollect nursing any particular career aspiration before I went 

to the university as an undergraduate. I chose to read Accounting but, with 

a failure in mathematics and the humiliating encounter with Professor 

Aluko, the prospects of my becoming an Accountant fell apart. However, 

God in His mysterious ways, intervened and it was the same Professor 

Aluko who advised me to read Philosophy, in which I made a distinction. 
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And, it is Philosophy that has, not only taken me near and far, but also 

given me a very good life! 

It was at Ife that I met my friend, Professor Femi Otubanjo. He 

graduated a year ahead of me and was appointed Graduate Assistant. 

Graduate Assistants, in those days, were role models to students. They were 

bright and dashing young men and women, with cars on campus. Femi 

himself had a volkwagon beetle with open roof and many of us looked up 

to being like him. But, you must make a First Class or, at least, a Second 

Class (Upper Division) to be appointed Graduate Assistant. Making that 

grade became the highest inspiration for many of us in the final year. 

In 1972, I graduated, winning prizes as the best student, not only in 

Philosophy but also in the entire Faculty of Arts. On Convocation Day, I 

experienced yet another spectacular event in my life. As a prize winner, I 

was called upon to shake hands with the great Awo! And I did so, not once 

but twice! Those moments will forever remain indelible in my memory. 

And, after Convocation, I did not forget to visit Professor Aluko to thank 

him for his good mentoring.  

 

Migrating to the UK 

My performance at Ife was good enough for appointment as a Graduate 

Assistant and I was so appointed. However, I could not take up the offer for 

reasons complex enough to constitute another long story. My results at Ife 

were also good enough to secure admission for me to do a Ph.D at the 

Cardiff University of Wales in the UK. This was yet another phase of my 

adventure in migration. I was lucky to secure full overseas scholarship from 

the defunct Mid-West State Government and in 1973, I proceeded to 

Cardiff. My sojourn at Cardiff gave me the opportunity of getting closer 

and more intimate with Femi Otubanjo, with whom I shared the same 

supervisor, Vernon Pratt - from whom we imbibed the work ethics of 

serious and meticulous devotion to duty. In fact, Femi and I defended our 

Ph.D. theses the same day and were examined by the same Panel of 

Examiners, with Professor Dorothy Emmet of Cambridge University, as 

External Examiner.  

While I returned to Nigeria in 1976, soon after securing the Ph.D., 

Femi, who could afford the luxury of another post-graduate degree, 

proceeded to the London School of Economics (LSE) for a Master’s 
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Degree in International Relations. Lack of funds was not the only reason I 

returned to Nigeria. Indeed, I was so excited with my change of status, 

from “Mr.” to “Dr.”, that I wanted my people in Emevor, Ekoabetu, Warri, 

Port Harcourt (Comfort, if possible) and Ile-Ife, to know about my new 

status. One point of observation about migration is that successful migrants 

always feel the inclination to show-off, back home, that they have made it. 

I was very much driven by that urge. 

 

Career at the University of Ibadan 

I arrived Nigeria in 1976 to find that almost every teacher at the University 

of Ibadan, where I had been offered a job, as Lecturer II, had a Ph.D. Yet, 

that did not douse my excitement. On the contrary, that feeling of 

accomplishment almost became an obsession that threatened my career 

progression, as my first two to three years at Ibadan, were intellectually 

unproductive, in terms of research and publications.  

I was, however, able to overcome these initial challenges through the 

prompting of Femi, who had also joined the University’s Department of 

Political Science, after finishing from LSE. In 1978, Femi showed me a 

personal plan of research topics that he was working on as well as projected 

journal publications, and he advised me to do the same. I did and the result 

was a dramatic lift in my academic output. I should add that the same Femi 

advised me a few years ago, to ensure that I put some funds aside when I 

was still actively engaged, in preparation for very old age when earnings 

would ebb to zero. I also took this advice.  

 

Other Phases of my Migration Experience 

My 27 years of research and teaching at the University of Ibadan were 

punctuated by other migration experiences, within and outside Nigeria, 

mainly on sabbatical leave or leave of absence from Ibadan: 

 

A Taste of Lagos 

Between 1986–1991, I ventured into the world of journalism when I served, 

on part-time basis, as a member of the Editorial Board of the Guardian 

Newspapers. In 1990, I became the Managing Editor of the African 

Guardian Magazine, on leave of absence from Ibadan. That position 

required my stay in Lagos, and I moved to Lagos where I stayed for almost 
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a year. My experience in Lagos confirmed the belief that anybody able to 

live in that complex city, can live anywhere in the world.  

 

To UNISA in South-Africa 

At intervals, between 1995–1996, I visited the Department of Philosophy of 

the University of South Africa (UNISA), the first Open and Distance 

Learning (ODL) University in Africa and one of the oldest in the world. I 

was invited to set up the African Philosophy Unit of the Department of 

Philosophy, which I did. I also wrote the course materials being currently 

used for the BA Philosophy Degree Programme. In appreciation of my 

service, the University organized a series of Colloquia in my honour. In 

addition, an offer of appointment was made to me, which I was required to 

take up whenever it was convenient for me. However, one of the very few 

black UNISA staff, who knew about the offer of appointment, publicly 

attacked me at a seminar, saying that Nigeria needed me far more than 

South Africa and that I should stay in my country and not think of coming 

to South Africa to take up a job that rightly belonged to his people. 

 

Migrating to the USA 

My visit to the United States of America in 1996, on sabbatical leave from 

Ibadan, was a remarkable experience.  I was employed as a Visiting 

Professor to the Institute for Global Cultural Studies of the State University 

of New York, at Binghamton. The Institute was headed by the renowned 

Professor of Political Science, Ali Mazrui, and I taught various courses, 

both in the Institute and in the Department of Africana Studies, headed by 

another renowned scholar, Professor Isidore Okpewho. On my first day at 

work in the Institute, I was given an office with a table, desktop, printer and 

reams of paper. There was an Institute Secretary but she was not there to 

serve lecturers who were expected to do their own secretarial work, 

including the production of documents – very much unlike what I was used 

to at Ibadan. With almost a zero background in ICT, this was a huge 

challenge. But, somehow, I survived it. As for teaching, I must confess that 

my heavy accent was a major handicap, as I had to put in extra effort in 

pronunciation to be understood by the students. One more thing; students in 

the US were more probing and more daring in their interrogation of the 

subject matter, compared to Nigerian students. For the first time in my 
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teaching career, I was shown a copy of students’ assessment of my 

performance as a teacher. Their rating was higher than I expected. 

The University of Binghamton is located some kilometres away from 

Binghamton City where most lecturers and students live. But there are 

University buses that convey both staff and students to and from the 

University. My experience was that on each working day, I would board 

the bus and, very often, to be greeted by my students, “Hi Godwin” to 

which I would reply “Hi Kevin”, “Hi Claire”, and that was all. It was the 

same with the staff of the Institute and Departments. Such was the degree 

of indifference; no staff or student cared about where or how I lived, as a 

visitor. 

 

Back to the UK 

From the US, I returned to my Alma Mater, the Cardiff University of 

Wales, in the UK, where I was employed as a Visiting Professor of 

Philosophy. As in Binghamton, the office allocated to me in Cardiff had all 

the provisions and ICT gadgets. Beyond that, I was on my own. Again, I 

managed to survive. Cardiff students were actively interactive and would 

take the lecturer to task on critical issues. What it means is that the teacher 

really needs to be prepared for drilling by students, unlike our students here 

in Nigeria who would swallow almost everything hook, line and sinker.  

Something else unique about my Cardiff experience was that the 

University provided me with a guest accommodation for the period of my 

stay. Among my neighbors in this modest and sparsely furnished guest 

house was the Vice-Chancellor of the University, very much unlike Vice-

Chancellors of our conventional universities in Nigeria who live in 

luxurious mansions with scores of staff at their beck and call. In the 

morning, the Cardiff Vice-Chancellor would say “Hi Godwin” and off he 

went, riding a bicycle to his office, Incredible! 

The Vice-Chancellor's simplicity is symptomatic of the lifestyle of 

academics in Europe and North America. We were, incrementally, 

socialized into this lifestyle. As post-graduate students, in Cardiff, we had 

to work as porters in train stations or dish washers in restaurants, to 

supplement incomes from scholarships, student loans and grants. In 

Nigeria, such jobs are usually considered by students as menial and 

unbefitting of their status. 
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Peace Studies in Abuja 

The last location of my adventure in migration was Abuja where I was 

engaged as Director of Research and Policy Analysis of the Institute for 

Peace and Conflict Resolution, under the Presidency. The uniqueness of 

this experience was that it opened my eyes to the realities of practical life, 

both in the public and private sector, as against the theoretical perceptions 

from inside the academic walls of a university. Also, the advantage of 

being in Abuja at the time was that it offered me the vantage position of 

seeing all the aspects of life in Nigeria. It was from the Peace Institute that I 

came to NOUN, in continuation of my migration experience. 

 

Cumulative Experience and Lessons 

One of the moral lessons I have learnt from my migration experience, and 

exposure to Philosophy, is that character matters. This has been a guiding 

principle all my life, the basic element of which is the Kantian imperative 

that you treat others as you would want to be treated, meaning that human 

attitude is reciprocal. For example, people do not, normally, attack you 

unless you pose a danger to them or to their interests; if you are decent and 

nice to people, they reciprocate likewise, and if you are nasty to them, they 

tend to respond in the same manner. This is true of humanity in general, 

irrespective of race, nationality, colour or creed. 

I have no doubt that my interactions with individuals and cultures, 

other than those of Isoko, have enriched my own understanding of myself, 

others and humanity in general. Exposure to other social systems, values 

and beliefs, teaches us the diversity of mankind. More important, contact 

with others shows that there are always alternatives which ought to be 

accommodated, respected and tolerated. Very often, some of the 

personalities we meet become our role models. Indeed, the more we learn 

about heroes and men of great achievements, the humbler we become.  

On external migration, I believe that the years I spent in the UK, South 

Africa and the USA, helped in moulding my attitude to and perceptions of a 

lot of issues. My attitude, for instance, to wealth accumulation and material 

possession has been influenced by my interactions with great personalities 

such as Bishop Desmond Tutu of South Africa, Professors Sam Aluko, Ali 

Mazrui, Michael Durrant and Robin Attfield. These men have utter 
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contempt for opulence and excessive desire for wealth. Not only do they 

believe in these values, their lifestyles reflect every bit of them, such that 

whoever interacts with them is bound to develop the same attitudes. That is 

how my migration experience has helped in shaping my attitude to life. 

 

Some Negatives of my Experience  

In spite of the benefits of my adventure in migration, there are negatives 

worth emphasising. Every community has its own culture, beliefs, values, 

customs, etc., making up the people’s worldview, the totality of which is 

encapsulated in their language. The Isoko Community is no exception. 

Unfortunately, having left home in my formative years, I lack proficiency 

in the Isoko language. It is true that I understand and can speak some Isoko, 

but it is not sufficient for use in an elaborate conversation or discourse such 

as this one. An Emevor elder scolded me the other day, saying that my 

lapses in the Isoko language had serious implications for the survival of our 

culture. I, politely, declined to contest his query. 

The other negative, indeed, an extrapolation from the same language 

deficiency, is my total failure in linguistic acculturation, by which I mean 

my inability to master the language of any of my host communities, other 

than English. For instance, I was born in Edo land and lived there for some 

years before migrating. Yet, I lack proficiency in the Edo language; I 

worked in Port Harcourt for years but unable to speak any of the indigenous 

languages there; nor can I speak a word of Yoruba, even after living in that 

part of the country for over thirty years. 

Yet, my wife, a British-American, who spent far a smaller number of 

years in Yorubaland and children with less experience, are able to speak 

some Yoruba, no matter how little. While I hold myself responsible for 

these lapses, globalization might also have been a contributing factor, as the 

English language has increasingly become the universal vehicle of 

communication. In whatever variations, all the places I visited in my many 

years of migration, spoke the English language. 

The same language deficiency might have been the reason why, after 

such a long stay abroad and in the university system, my heavy Isoko 

accent remains largely unaffected, unlike many of my colleagues at Ibadan 

who returned with the “Queen’s original” or Americanised English.  
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Migration Not Always a Jolly Ride 

Migration, whether voluntary or forced, is a fact of social life - in the past 

and in modern times, nationally and internationally. I have had the good 

fortune of experiencing voluntary migration all my life and that, itself, is a 

blessing. It was my choice, for the most part, when and where to migrate.  

And, pleasant circumstances determined, for me, the trajectory of my 

migration story. I was fortunate to enjoy hospitality from the host 

communities of most of the places I visited. Indeed, there would have been 

no problem, if everybody’s story were like mine. But, as history has shown, 

migration is not always a jolly ride. 

It would be totally wrong – indeed, delusional– to paint a rosy picture 

of my migration, whether within Nigeria or abroad. Hostility, hatred, 

discrimination and resentment are features commonly experienced, 

especially in the United States of America, UK and South Africa. I could 

not have been insulated from these social vices in the years that I moved 

from one culture to another. Recent reports of xenophobic attacks on 

Nigerians in South Africa show the dangers faced by migrants and 

immigrants abroad. 

A large number of migrants suffer the misfortune of forced or 

involuntary migration, which is an undesirable, inevitable and 

uncomfortable movement away from their comfort zones. Globally, wars, 

famine and natural disasters have been the recurrent causes of migration, on 

a large scale. They come with harrowing experiences, indeterminate 

journeys, hostile receptions, sharp reversals of fortunes, and even deaths. 

The story of the movement of the Jews from Egypt, after 400 years in 

slavery, depicts the ordeals of forced migration. Pursued by Pharaoh and 

his army, miraculously saved by the parting of the Red Sea, the Jews 

wandered for forty years in the desert, battered, along the way, by 

pestilence, poisonous snakes, thirst, hunger, violent attacks by hostile 

communities and deaths. Much later, the same Jews, fleeing Hitler's 

pogrom, were luckier; yet, the consequences of their forced migration still 

persist in the world, today - 75 years after the end of the Second World War 

- in the form of an intractable Middle East Crisis.  

Thus, to date, mass migration remains a common feature of world 

history; and it has continued unabated in the contemporary international 

system. The war in Syria unleashed a massive flow of migrants into the 
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more stable nations of the Western world and forced them to pay attention 

to this relentless human tragedy.  

Back home in Nigeria, the Boko Haram insurgents have caused painful 

dislocations in the North East and forced   vulnerable families and 

communities out of their homes into refugee camps of Internally Displaced 

Persons (IDPs), with untold hardship and sufferings. These new trends in 

migration, both internal and external, demand academic focus which, I 

believe, is the reason for the establishment of CEMGS. It is my hope that 

the Centre will help to provide theoretical and practical insights into this 

great force of history. 

 

Conclusion 

My experience in migration has been an enriching one: from Emevor in my 

mother’s womb to Ekoabetu; from Ekoabetu to Warri, then Port Harcourt, 

Ile-Ife, Cardiff, Ibadan, Lagos, Binghamton and finally to Abuja, first at the 

Institute for Peace and Conflict Resolution and then at the National Open 

University of Nigeria. In traversing these lands and cultures, I have 

interacted with a diversity of individuals, various traditions, customs and 

different ways of doing things. Exposure to diversity, not only humanises, 

it also humbles the mind. That may be why I try as much as possible to 

avoid the arrogance of claiming superiority over other colleagues who are 

less exposed, and why I believe firmly that our indigenous systems, 

although different, are not qualitatively inferior to foreign ones. Developing 

such an attitude is one of the benefits derivable from exposure to diversity. 

I should, finally, add that the greatest blessing of my migration 

experience is my precious multi-national family of a husband of Nigerian 

nationality; wife of English-American nationality; two children of 

Nigerian-English-American nationalities; two grandchildren of Nigerian-

English-American-Australian-Singaporean nationalities, and still counting. 

How wonderful! ` 

In spite, however, of the huge benefits of my kind of migration 

experience, the comfort zone of every human being is his or her home 

community. That is where he feels most secured, most protected and most 

loved. No matter the amount of welcome we receive in a foreign land, it 

never marches the filial cordiality enjoyed at home, hence the saying that, 

“East or West, home is the best.” 
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Book Review 

 
Adamu, M. U. (1999).Confluences and Influences: The Emergence of Kano as 

City-State. Kano: Munawwar Books Foundation. 211 pages. ISBN: 978-2958-10-

7 (Paperback) 

 

Muhammadu Uba Adamu’s insightful book: Confluences and Influences: The 

Emergence of Kano as a City-State is an easy to read narrative on the migrant 

settlement patterns that culminated in the development of Kano as a unique 

homogenous city-state in Africa. In addition, it is a commentary on the roles 

that different social actors and races played in the evolution of Hausa political 

institutions in general, and Kano in particular. The author employed urban 

cultural ecology as the analytical framework in the explorative account of 

how Kano transited from a small agrarian community into a vibrant 

commercial and cosmopolitan city. As a seasoned historian, his interest was 

in the chronological narration of the ways migratory activities aided Kano’s 

evolvement into a culturally unique city-state. To accomplish this objective, 

the book opens with a thought-provoking Foreword and following eight 

chapters distributed across sub topics of: 1. Introduction: Concepts and 

Analytical Frameworks; 2. Kano in Antiquity; 3. The Golden Rule of Kano to 

Medieval Ages; 4. Clerics, Clansmen and Political Reform in Kano; 5. 

Mercantilism, the Maghrib and Kano City; 6. The British Arrival and 

Establishment of the Native Authority System; 7. The Colonial Urbanisation 

of Kano, and 8.Confluences and Influences: Kano as the Emergent City-

State. Taken together, the chapters provide in a loosely linear fashion, a 

discussion of the various periods of Kano’s development which clearly 

demonstrate evidence of its ritual, administrative, mercantile, colonial and 

neocolonial characteristics.  

Chapter one and two offer a general overview of the concept of 

migration, reasons for migration, a brief historical discussion of internal and 

international migration and the migratory patterns of people that led to the 

establishment of the early communities of Kano. No doubt, favourable 

environmental factors such as plain and well drained waterlands, forest and 

hills suitable for farming, hunting and security, all contributed to the early 

convergence of people in the area that eventually developed into Kano. The 

author also identified the receptive nature of the original inhabitants of Kano 

as a factor that made the environment conducive for migrants engaged in iron 

smelting and refugees. Dala, an immigrant who had Middle-Eastern 

knowledge of ritual practices later provided the spiritual leadership which 
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transformed the budding Kano community into a highly organized ritual city. 

He introduced a four-cornered room for his idol Tsumburbura and established 

a yearly religious congregation of his followers. This established and 

sustained the community’s social tradition. Eleven occupational families or 

clans controlled the Dala community at this stage of Kano’s development. 

Chapter three and four moved the narrative forward by discussing the 

implications of Kano’s agricultural boom at its early stage of development 

and the roles that migrants played in its transformation from a ritual city to an 

administrative and scholarly city. Although, Kano at this time was famous 

and wealthy, yet due to lack of a distinct military leader and army, its 

communities were susceptible to attacks from better organized communities 

such as Katsina and Daura. This led to the emergence of Bagauda as the first 

Sarki of Kano from 999AD. Bagauda, the son of the Queen of Daura was on 

a rescue mission, having been deployed by his mother, to help organize 

protection for Kano’s vulnerable communities. He centralized the political 

control of Kano in one locus and established a bureaucratic political 

arrangement that determined the structure of the community. At this time, 

Kano was becoming ethnically diversified due to influx of migrants who 

brought in different trades, goods and skills to the city. Nevertheless, the city 

was still predominantly agrarian at this stage of its growth. In addition, during 

the reign of Ali Yaji dan Tsamiya (1349-1358), a cell of traders and Wangara 

Muslim clerics from Mali came into Kano as part of an ongoing migratory 

influx. They converted Sarki Tsamiya to Islam. This formed the foundation 

of Kano’s scholastic tradition because the clerics, who lived within its 

favourable environment, were able to establish the Madebo University, 

stimulate the book industry and generally spread literacy. Sulaiman bn 

Abahama, a cleric was eventually appointed as the first Fulani Amir of Kano. 

Chapter five discusses the role of migrants in the transformation of Kano 

into a mercantile city. With stability in administration and a growing 

reputation as a powerful kingdom, Kano began to attract migrants comprising 

North Africans from the Magrib, Tripolitan Arabs, the Agalawas, the 

Tokarawas and Kambarin Beriberis among others. Commerce and religion 

were major propelling forces for these migration activities. The coming of the 

migrants brought about a boom in external trade and exchange and ultimately 

led to the emergence of a bourgeoisie class. The Amirs however deliberately 

adopted policies that discouraged formation of clans, linguistic or ethnic 

unions. Kano’s ward structure ensured that migrants stayed together, 

integrated and blended with the local populace. This ultimately helped the 

city to develop its homogenous characteristic. 
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 In Chapter six and seven, the author continues the discussion by 

examining the impact of the coming of the British on Kano. The original 

organisation of the city administration of Kano which began during the reign 

of Sarki Kano Muhammad Rumfa (1463-1499) was remarkably altered with 

the coming of the colonialists in the 19th century. The British established a 

Native Administration system as well as selected areas called a Township 

Administration headed by a mayor or local authority. It was in the township 

area that they built their residences as well as their commercial industrial 

undertakings. The establishment of the Township Administration in Kano and 

large-scale influx of West African nationals and southern Nigerians into the 

city (these groups were at cultural variance with the indigenous population), 

characterized Kano as a colonial city. Density clusters, such as Kano Sabon 

Gari, Fage, and other peri-urban settlements were created in response to the 

growing population that came in the wake of the urbanisation of Kano. This 

resulted in ethnic segregation and competition as each group tried to guard its 

members’ interests. In other words, the city began to exhibit some traits of 

capitalism and class conflict. Kano also exhibited hybrid neocolonial 

characteristics where the foreign commodities produced were largely used for 

internal consumption rather than exported. In addition, due to urbanization 

poor citizens emerged who became involved in the informal sector as petty 

hawkers, shoeshine boys, household helps, rag pickers, etc. They formed a 

class of petty commodity producers and sellers and also unemployed and 

often criminal, unmotivated and dysfunctional citizens who created an image 

of “culture of poverty” for the city. Fage in particular reflected urban city life 

characterized by social vices, especially prostitution. Thus, some of its streets 

with otherwise respectable citizenry and names were changed into pleasure 

gardens. This challenge of debauchery was however checked by the militancy 

of Fage’s Muslim clerics. In Chapter eight the focus shifts to an assessment 

of the effectiveness of the analytical framework adopted in the study. The 

author suggests the possibility of new insights that may be gained through 

further studies of the influence of migration on the evolution of city-states.  

It is commendable to note that the author kept alive the focus of the 

book which is, the convergence of various cultures in Kano at different times 

and their influences on the city. The use of simple language makes the 

information provided accessible to readers who may just be getting 

introduced to studies in migration and those who seek to advance their 

knowledge of the intricacies of city-state developments. However, the book 

cover design appears parochial and not adequately representative of the 

complexities of migrants-hosts relationships discussed in the literature. In 

addition, although the typographical errors observed in the book do not 
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impede comprehension, yet they pose as distractors. Thus, further editing of 

the book is recommended.  

In all, the author clearly discusses the historic events leading to the 

emergence of Kano as a major city of international repute in Africa. His 

contribution to studies on Kano is seminal and being one of the first few 

historical accounts of the city written in English language, further projects the 

image of Kano in the global scene. The book offers significant insights on 

ways in which global sustainable growth could be achieved through migrants-

hosts integration. Its content therefore should serve as a reference source and 

text for scholars in the fields of migration, History and Peace and Conflict 

studies. 
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